Jzzat Ibrahim escapes 
assassination attempt 

[aiWSP “ ’ n » nwnte- two man in Iraq. fczat 
^caapea an assassmanon attempt in southern Iraq, 
ferffiaalTNAnews agsncy said Monday. The vice prcsidSt 
pipRe^tSknary Command Council “was the taiget of a 
assassination attempt iu the town of Karbala,” the 
“His exosQency escaped this attempt and no hami 
^p ! 5tohiin, ,T lNAsaid.The Revdutionary Command Council 

^dcdlyli^^s'dentSaddam Hussein, is the coimiiy’shiM^ 

esj fflShcdiy. The aitack took place Sunday morning as Ibrahim 
arived at the mausoleum of Imam Hussein in Kaifcda, where h* 
was due ai tie part in a religious ceremony. *'Ar the moment 
when the vice preadan was gating out of his car to greet a large 
Qgwd. that tsid. come to welcome him, two hand grenades woe 
*mwn at him," the news agency said. “Several of Ibrahim's 
bod^guaris and several citizens woe injured,” the agency said. 
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Arab League urges U.N. to stop 
Israeli ‘soil theft’ from Lebanon 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab League chief Esmar Abdul Megudd 
on Monday urged UN. Secretary General Kofi Annan to 
force Israel to stop the “soil theft” from Lebanon. “I exhort 
Mr. Annan to undertake contacts with members of the UN. 
Security Council to force Israel to stop its aggression on the 
people of Lebanon, including the theft of fertile soil from 
Lebanon,” Abdul Meguid said. ‘These Israeli actions are 
dangerous and constitute a violation of international law,” 
he said in a message to Annan. Abdul Meguid will discuss 
the issue with Lebanese officials during a three-day visit to 
Lebanon which starts on Nov. 30, an Arab League 
spokesman said. Assistant secretary general for Arab affairs, 
Ahmad Ben Helli. meanwhile, told reporters that Abdul 
Meguid had received a message from Lebanese Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Bern concerning the Israeli “soil theft" 
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Regent’s talks with Sharon 
touch on final status issues 

Mahmoud Abbas expected in Amman today 
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By Alia A. Toukan 

AMMAN — Talks between 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Poke Hassan. the Regent; 
and high- ranking Israeli offi- 
cials yesterday touched on 
goal status issues, with Jor- 
dan emphasising that it be 
kept abreast of all Palestin- 
ian-]sraeli discussions on the 
natter and that its strategic 
interests figure in any per- 
manent peace deal, officials 
sad 

Speaking to reporters fol- 
lowing -the meetings with 
Israeli Foreign and Infra- 
structure Minister Ariel 
Sharon and Minister of 
Industry and Trade Natan 
Sharansky, Prime Minis ter 
Fayez Tarawneh, who 
auercled the talks, said final 
status- issues figured on the 
agenda, and that Jordan wfli 
maintain its contacts with all 
parties involved, especially 
the Palestinians, to coordi- 
nate positions. 

“Ws did not enter into any 
negotiations with the Israelis 
today, but we have informed 
emyope, including the 
If&jHjbat we have specific 
pw^j^ts inThe final status 
in Tarawneh 
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said, adding that the refugee 
issue is of utmost impor- 
tance to the Kingdom. 

Jordan has said on numer- 
ous occasions that thorny 
final status issues, which 
include Jerusalem, water, 
boundaries, and refugees, 
directly affect the King- 
dom’s national interests ami 
security, and that any perma- 
nent deal between the Pales- 
tinians and Israelis must tak* 
the Kingdom's interest into 
account. 

Last year. His Majesty 
King Hussein roughly laid 
out Jordan's position on final 
status issues in a letter to for- 
mer prime minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, considered 
the Kingdom's policy state- 
ment on the matter. 

Describing yesterday’s 
bilateral meetings as a “very 
good working session,” For- 
eign Minister Abdul Ilab 
Khatib said Jordan wel- 
comes the commitment of 
both die Israelis and Pales- 
tinians and “their determina- 
tion to proceed with the 
implementation of the (Wye 
River) memo, according to 
the time-line.” - 

■*We seeTordan as a strate- 
gic peace partner in the Mid- 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, shakes hands with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ariel Sharon at the Royal Court on Monday (Photo by Yousef ’Allen) 


die East,” said Sharon in a 
press conference, adding 
that he briefed Prince Has- 
san on Israeli’s positions 
regarding the peace process 
and the implementation of 


the Palestinian-lsraeli Wye 
peace accord, signed Oct. 
23. 

Sharon said the Palestini- 
ans must stick to tl&ir.side of 
the bargain to move the 


peace process forward “A 
condition for the progress of 
the peace process is to have 
reciprocity on both sides.” 

(Continued on page 7) 
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up 
attacks 
on Butler 


BSiSDAD- (AFP) — Iraq 
accused UN. arms chief 
Richard Butler on Monday of 
tying to wipe out more than 
zven years of disarmament 
Wtfc, as the Security Council 
pcpaied io tackle a row over 
weapons documents. 

_ “We have hopes, high 
topes” that the council will 
;jt|4 to&up fajq’s argument dial 
Taffies demanded by Butier 
[are ette irrelevant, non-exis- 
jiS»f tattir oh issues already set- 
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Protesters attack Palestinian leaders 
in Gaza over failed prisoner release 
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AI Qaya, under- 
®>etay : ai the foreign mro- 
®y. declined to indicate 
fs -reaction if the world 
's posi- 




New - Yak, Britain's 
said be thought 
rccuocB 'would be “very 
®occtDaf ’ - about . Iraq’s 
cntor key docu- 
'yoifly - ' a week after 
fid! and uncondi- 


The.' ctxMca was seeking 
^ con^iarice from Iraq,” 
... 00 Nov. 14 to 
{*&££& cooperation with 
®UN, Special Commission 
fot tfisamiament 

I ty 1 GtBfflseodiL 

Western diplomat 
was likely to 
statement on tie 
tiie closed- 




T -c--rj_- Rime Minister 
JseqAazhassenta “detailed 
Council 
/scase 
Qaya raid a 


for a 
as well as 
archives “takes us 
one in 1991” 
started its 
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GAZA CTTY (AFP) — Pro- 
testers tried to break into the 
residence of deputy PLO 
leader Mahmoud Abbas on' 
Monday during angry demon- 
strations over the Palestinian 
National Authority’s failure to 
g am the release of political 
mil haras held by IsraeL 

“If the Wye River agreement 
cannot obtain the release of 
our heroes it can go to heU," 
chanted some of the 1,500 
marchers protesting the results 
of die peace accord signed 
with Israel last month by PNA 
chief Yasser Arafat. 

At one point about a dozen 


youths broke away from the 
protest march and tried to 
force their way into the garden 
of the compound here of 
Abbas, Arafat’s top deputy and 
the main negotiator with 
Israel. 

They were pushed bade by 
Palestinian police guarding the 
luxury residence and no arrests 
were reported. 

The protesters, led by the 
families of inmates in Israeli 
jails, then marched to Arafat’s 
home where they issued an 
appeal for the prisoner issue to 
be put at the top of the negoti- 
ating agenda with Israel before 


breaking up peacefully. 

Under the Wye River 
accord. Israel agreed to trans- 
fer 13 per cent more of the 
West Bank to Palestinian rule 
and to release 750 of the some 
3,000 Palestinians in its jails. 

Palestinian leaders claim the 
agreement applied only to the 
2^250 persons being held for 
their political activities. 

But when Israel began 
implementing the accord last 
week with the release of a first 
batch of 250 prisoners, only 
1 00 were political activists and 
the rest vvere common crimi- 
nals. 


The Palestinians, and in par- 
ticular prisoners' families, 
were incensed at what they 
said was an Israeli double 
cross, demanding that all those 
to be released be political pris- 
oners. 

But Israel, backed up by the 
Wye agreement's IRS. bro- 
kers. said it bad always made 
clear it would not free anyone 
involved in deadly attacks or 
who belongs to the radical 
Islamic group Hamas, virtual- 
ly leaving only common crim- 
inals eligible for release. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu visits West Bank settlement 


Agencies 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Monday paid his first visit 
to a settlement since sign- 
ing the accord and reiterat- 
ed a threat to annex huge 
chunks of land if the Pales- 
tinians carry out any unilat- 
eral acts, such as declaring 

statehood. . 

Appealing to worried 
Jewish settlers Monday, 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu promised set- 
tlers in Hennesh, a settle- 
ment in the West Bank, a 
larger budget, a swimming 
pool and computers for 


their children. 

Netanyahu has come 
under fire from the power- 
ful settler lobby and hard- 
liners in his government for 
signing a peace deal which 
handed over two per cent of 
the area to Palestinian con- 
trol last week. 

“We will act to ensure 
that settlements remain, 
grow and blossom,” 
Netanyahu told residents of 
Hennesh, a tiny settlement 
built on a peak which com- 
mands a sweeping view of 
the Palestinian-controlled 
city of Nablus to the north- 
west. 

New access roads for 


Hermesh’s 50 families will 
be built on Arab-owned 
land to be expropriated in 
the coming months, said 
defence ministry officials 
who accompanied 

Netanyahu on the settle- 
ment tour. Israel announced 
two weeks ago that it would 
confiscate thousands of 
acres of Palestinian land for 
bypass roads for settlers. 

Earlier. Netanyahu said 
that he would not capitulate 
to Palestinian demands to 
release so-called security 
prisoners, Palestinians 
jailed for militant or politi- 
cal acts against Israel. 

In Hermesh. settlers held 


signs reading “We won’t 
live in a Ghetto." and “We 
want a normal life for our 
children." Many said since 
Friday's pullback they are 
more afraid to use roads 
where Palestinian police- 
men can now patrol. 

T am nor sure 1 will stay 
if it will be very dangerous. 
I am afraid for the lives of 
my children,” said Rita 
Rakovshik. a mother of 
three, who like many in 
Hennesh, moved to Israel 
from the former Soviet 
Union after the collapse of 
communism. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Lawyer likely to press attempted murder charges 


By Rana Hussein! 

and Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — The lawyer for 
the Sri Lankan embassy in 
Amman today expects to fik 

acomplarotwithfoeLTi^ 

prosecutor, and is hkely to 

STctages 

murder against eight P«>P«~ 
all related, for th«r alleged 
involvement in the sev 

abuse of a Sri Lankan domes- 

tiC ^S Rras TaW 
told the Jordan Times f^ 
Subramaniam Kanagaram. 


21-year-old Sri Lankan 

national, broke nearly a week 
of silence late Sunday 

evening to give statements to 
him, the police, and embassy 
officials concerning the cir- 
cumstances under which she 
was admitted to hospital on 
Nov. 17. 

The woman was admitted 
to Al Bashir Hospital after 
having been deposited on her 
“agent’s” door step. She had 
numerous lesions on her 
body, including her face, 
many of which were assumed 
to be months-old infective 


bums, bloody and blackened 
eyes, wells on her stomach 
and back, and unusual 
swelling in her hands and feet. 
She also appeared to be 
severely underweight, and 
had been either unwilling or 
unable to talk when admitted, 
making it difficult for doctors 
and embassy officials to pre- 
cisely identify the narnre of 
her injuries. 

Subramaniam was 

employed by a woman, resi- 
dent in the Shmeisani district 
of Amman, off Gardens 
Street. 


Ta'amneh said yesterday 
that her statement indicated 
that “everyone living in the 
house had his or her own way 
of torturing her." 

The lawyer said the woman 
described being whipped with 
ropes, burned with scalding 
water thrown upon her and 
with cigarettes. However, 
medical evidence evaluated 
so far indicates lhat the 
woman is malnourished and 
may have been bound and 
denied food for long periods 
of time. 

Ta'amneh said lhat he 


Jordanian-lsraeli talks 
overshadowed by lagging 
trade with Palestinians 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Progress in Jor- 
danian-Israeli bilateral trade 
issues eclipsed discussions on 
the pressing issue of trade 
with the Palestinian territories 
during a meeting of senior 
Jordanian and Israeli officials, 
but officials yesterday 
expressed optimism that lag- 
ging trade with the Palestini- 
ans may soon receive a small 
boost 

“We have made several 
decisions to help facilitate 
trade [between] Jordan and 
the Palestinians,” said Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs Abdul 
Hah Khatib, following a meet- 
ing between His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, and an Israeli del- 
egation led by Foreign Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon and Trade 
Minister Natan Sharansky. 

Khatib did not elaborate. 
However, an official speaking 
on the condition of anonymi- 
ty, told the Jordan Tunes that 
the Israelis bad agreed to sev- 
eral requests made by Jordan 


during a meeting of Jordan- 
ian. Palestinian and Israeli 
trade ministers with U.S. Sec- 
retary of Commerce in 
Jerusalem on Nov. 15. 

The official said that Israel 
had agreed to abolish the 
import license requirement 
for Palestinian importers, the 
bureaucracy of which Jordan 
maintained made it difficult to 
plan production at Jor dani an 
factories. 

The official also said Israel 
agreed to extend the working 
hours of the King Hussein 
Bridge by two hours in 
response to Jordanian com- 
plaints that working hours at 
the decades-old bridge — the 
wily one now linking Jordan 
with the West Bank and used 
by both passengers and trans- 
port vehicles — was an extra 
export hindrance already 
compounded by die conges- 
tion at the bridge. Jordan 
would ultimately like to see 
two additionally, but dysfunc- 
tional bridges linking the 
Kingdom to the territories 
reopened. 


Finally, the official said. 
Israel agreed on the expansion 
of the A1/A2 list and quota of 
goods that the Palestinians are 
allowed to import from Jor- 
dan and Egypt Now, the 
expansion must gain approval 
from the Palestinians. Jordan 
says that the lists — part of 
the Paris Economic Protocol 
between the Palestinians and 
Israel — discriminate against 
her goods. 

However, some of the stick- 
iest trade impediments — 
standards and procedures test- 
ing, transport arrangements 
and Israeli security checks — 
remain outstanding. An Israeli 
official speaking on the side- 
lines of a press conference 
said that Israel does not recog- 
nise any of these issues as 
“impediments.” Jordan and 
Israel in principle agreed yes- 
terday to form a trilateral 
committee along with the 
Palestinians to “follow up" 
and discuss Jordan's con- 
cerns. 

(Continued on page 7) 


‘Jordan wins Syrian pledge not 
to build ditches on Yarmouk’ 

By Ahmad Khatib 


.AMMAN — A senior official 
said on Monday Jordan won a 
Syrian pledge not to build new 
ditches along the Yarmouk 
River feeding the Kingdom to 
secure the country's full share 
of water. 

Syria has built 25 ditches 
inside its territory to store the 
river waters, a move Jordanian 
officials claim has helped 
reduce the flow of the river 
from 470 million cubic metres 
a year to 270 mem near the 
Adassiyeh bonder area. 

Jordan Valley Authority Sec- 
retary General Dureid Mahas- 
neh said, speaking to foe press 
at foe end erf two days of talks 
on cooperation with senior 
Syrian waier officials, both 
countries had agreed to start 
locking tor international and 
Arab aid to fond a long- 
delayed dam to store Yarmouk 
River water aod to generate 
power. 

The cost of the Wihdah 
(unity! Dam, initially estimat- 
ed at JD283 million, was 
revised to JD21 1 million after 
Jordanian consultants 

reviewed the project's feasibil- 
ity study. 

The project, pan of an agree- 
ment signed in 1987, has been 
shelved due to lack of funds, 
dormant political tension 
between both countries over 
their regional roles and Israeli 
reservations over the dam 
pending a regional peace set- 
tlement 

“This is a Syrian-Jordanian 
project” and is separate from 
foe 1994 Jordanian-lsraeli 
peace treaty, Mahasneb said 
responding to a question about 


reported Israeli objections to 
the dam. 

Mahasneh said foe 1987 
agreement also set the number 
of Syrian ditches on foe 
Yarmouk River at 25. 

“And Syrian officials have 
proof that this number did not 
increase,” he said. 

Jordanian officials have been 
saying that Syria had exceeded 
the ditches quota. 

“Both sides are fully cooper- 
ative on the issue [of ditches].” 
Mahasneh told a joint press 
conference with Barakar 
Hadid Syria’s water ministry 
secretary' general. 

On Saturday. Water and 
Energy Minister Hani Mulki 
said the dam project would be 
feasible if such construction 
works stop. 

Commenting on recent 
claims that die quality of the 
Yarmouk *s water coming to 
Jordan has markedly deterio- 
rated because wastewater was 
leaking into the river's tribu- 
taries in Syria. Mahasneh said 
there is “no evidence on such 
pollution." 

“There might be some nega- 
tive indications of the water 
quality, but I believe, there is 
no proof of intentional 
actions," Mahasneh said. 

Fertilisers, fish farms, animal 
waste or agricultural projects 
can cause such changes in the 
water, however, “we cannot 
exactly define foe real source 
of pollution, nor claim foal it 
was intentional." he added. 

The Syrians agreed to set up 
several water stations to moni- 
tor the river's water force times 
a week before it readies ibe 
Kingdom. They would also 
submit a weekly report to 


Amman on the quality of river 
water entering Jordan, which 
has plans to construct a JD50 
million wastewater treatment 
plant near the border. 

Earlier Monday, both offi- 
cials signed a memorandum on 
foe proceedings of their talks, 
which included plans to pre- 
vent any kind depletion of foe 
Yarmouk basin. 

Mahasneh said he hoped that 
international and Arab donors, 
such as the World Bank, foe 
European Investment Bank 
and foe Islamic Development 
Fund, as well as donor coun- 
tries like Japan, would provide 
grants and soft loans to back 
foe dam’s construction. 

He added that the Syrians are 
ready to help construct the dam 
through their organisations and 
have offered a 50 per cent dis- 
count on some of the project's 
tenders. 

He said after constructing the 
dam. which would have a stor- 
age capacity of 225 million 
cubic metres of water, it would 
have a 1 1 .55 per cent return on 
investmenL 

Mahasneh added that the 
dam would secure water shares 
for both countries, generate 
energy and offer other “posi- 
tive political, economic and 
social returns." 

Last month, the government 
said the construction of a 
JD1.65 million diversion wall 
to utilise 40 mem of the 
Yarmouk's overflow per year 
and regulate a year-round 
inflow of water to the King 
Abdullah Canal, would not 
negate the partnership with 
Syria regarding foe planned 
dam, which is expected to take 
three and half years to be built. 


after Sri Lankan maid breaks silence 


believes be does not have a 
full picture of the woman’s 
ordeal. 

“She told me things she did- 
n’t tell foe police, but I think 
we do not know all details yet 
because she is weak and 
scared and confused.” Ta’am- 
neh said. “We are doing our 
best to continue talking to her 
and to let her feel safe ” 

The woman on Saturday 
indicated to an embassy offi- 
cial that she was afraid to dis- 
cuss her situation. 

A forensic examination was 
initiated Friday, but patholo- 


gists are still waiting for the 
results on toxicological, 
gynaecological and neurolog- 
ical tests which will be used to 
corroborate the woman's 
story. 

“In my opinion, [her condi- 
tion] justifies a charge of 
attempted murder, if not 
grievous physical assault," 
Ta'amneh said. 

Ta’amneh said he was seek- 
ing charges against all family 
members in foe household 
where Supramaniam was 
employed except for one; a 
daughter of foe employer. 


who was apparendy out of the 
country dining the duration of 
foe woman's alleged ordeal. 

According to foe woman's 
“agent,” Hani Kokash, gener- 
al manager of Kokash Enter- 
prises for Trading Services — 
who acted as foe liaison 
between the woman and the 
employer — the daughter had 
been employed by his agency 
and assigned to Sri Lanka for 
six months. She returned to 
Amman Saturday, according 
to Kokash. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Netanyahu praises Switzerland 
on Holocaust-era restitution 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu sought on Mon- 
day to lift a shadow ha ng in g 
over his visit this week to 
Switzerland, which- has been 
stung by Jewish claims for 
Holocaust-era restitution. 

In a briefing to reporters 
ahead of the nip the Israeli 
leader praised the Swiss gov- 
ernment and its President 
Flavio Cotti 'Tor handling 
[the restitution issue] deftly, 
with great attention... despite 
the many difficulties that they 
faced,” 

However, he also defended 
his attendance last week at a 
Jerusalem ceremony honour- 
ing U.S. Senator Alfonse 


D’ Amato and three other 
Americans who helped force 
Swiss banks into a $125 bil- 
lion settlement 

Swiss government 

spokesman Achille Casanova 
said last week that 
Netanyahu's attendance at die 
award ceremony in the Israeli 
parliament "casts a shadow” 
over the Swiss visit on Nov. 
25. 

Responding to the criticism. 
Netanyahu said: “People who 
received the award received it 
for taking an issue that was 
dormant. . and [mobilising] 
international opinion.” 

He added, however, that 
governments that responded 
to the restitution claims, 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Police release Jewish militant 

SAFED (AFP) — An ultra-orthodox Jewish militant suspected 
of plotting an attack on Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
was released from jail Monday and placed under house arrest 
officials said Shabtai Bloch, a local leader of the ultra-national- 
ist Lubavich religious sect, was arrested in Safed on Thursday, 
a day Netanyahu was to visit the northern town. Police accused 
Bloch of planning to attack Netanyahu during a campaign meet- 
ing for Iccal elections. Bloch had organised a demonstration to 
protest Netanyahu’s dedskxi to transfer more of the Bank 

to Palestinian rule under the Vfye River peace accord signed last 
month in Washington. 

Calls to proscribe Ultra-Orthodox group 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A hesh arson attack on the west Jerusalem 
home of a secular Israeli Jew prompted calls Sunday for the 
government to compensate the victims of militant ultra-Ortho- 
dox groups in the same way as those of militant Palestinian 
groups. Witnesses said arsonists torched the fiat of Carmi Ben 
Zvi overnight near the ultra-Orthodox district of Mea Sbearim. 
The youngster had received threats accusing him of not observ- 
ing Jewish religious rules and the slogan “Miscreants” was 
daubed on the chaned remains of his home. The attack followed 
foe ransacking of the home of three Christian women in foe 
same district 10 days earlier. Police said the anacks are the work 
of a militant ultra-Orthodox group called the “Guardians of 
Decency” and have arrested two members of the group in con- 
nection with the earlier attack. A secular member of Jetsualem 
Gty Council , Oman Yekutieti, called on Sunday for foe group 
to be listed as a terrorist organisation and for its victims to 
receive state compensation. 

‘Former Iraqi official in New Zealand' 

WELLINGTON (AFP) — A former aide to Iraqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein's eldest son Uday is hiding in New Zealand, a 
report said Monday. Newsweek reported Muhib Mumb had 
fled from Iraq to New Zealand in one of a series of defections 
from Uday's office. Foreign affairs officials in New Zealand 
said Mooday they did not know whether Mumb was in foe 
country. But the United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees New Zealand representative Hans ten Feld said thar if 
Mimib had taken refuge here, it would be unwise to identify 
him. ‘Tf he’s here it would be safer not to make foal public. Why 
attract unnecessary attention?,” he said. 

US. buflding largest depot in Qatar 

DOHA (AFP) — The United States is building its largest mili- 
tary pre-positioning base in the world in Qatar; foe Gulf Tiroes 
said Monday, citing the U.S. ambassador to foe Gulf emirate. 
Patrick Theros said foe base, which is scheduled for completion 
in IS months, wfl] house military equipment rather than sol- 
diers. “It will be like a big warehouse,” he said, without elabo- 
rating. The United States signed a defence pact with Qatar fol- 
lowing the Gulf war in 1991. In 1995, Qatar authorised the Unit- 
ed States to stock some equipment on its territory for foe U.S. 
military. In March, it allowed US P-3 Orion surveillance planes 
to be based there. During the latest Iraqi crisis, when U.S. and 
British military strikes were narrowly averted by Iraq’s decision 
to resume cooperation with UJN. arms inspectors. Qatar's press 
slammed foe U.S. military presence in foe Gulf. 


including Switzerland's, were 
equally worthy of recogni- 
tion. 

Many Swiss see D' Amato 
and the other three recipients 
of foe “conscience and 
coinage” award — World 
Jewish Congress President 
Ed ga r Bronfman, New York 
City Comptroller Alan Hevei 
and U.S. Undersecretary of 
State Stuart Eizenstat — as 
Swiss-basbers. 

The pledged paymem avert- 
ed U.S. boycotts of Swiss 
banks, which were accused of 
hoarding foe dormant wealth 
of Holocaust victims. 

Bronfman's reported call 
for “total war” on Switzerland 
if h did not agree a settlement 


was particularly badly 
received in Switzerland. 

Netanyahu’s presence at foe 
ceremony triggered public 
calls from some senior Swiss 
politicians not to extend an 
invitation. 

The Israeli prime minister is 
scheduled to attend a high- 
tech trade fair in Zurich 
before travelling to Berne to 
meet Cotti, Defence Minister 
Adolf Ogi and Economics 
Minister Pascal Coucbepin. 

Netanyahu will also travel 
to Britain and Spain to bold 
talks with government leaders 
focusing oo foe Middle East 
peace process, the situation in 
the Gulf and economic and 
defence cooperation. 


Iran hails ‘positive 
climate’ for better 
ties with Egypt 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
Foreign Minis ter Kamal 
Kharazd Monday wel- 
comed the “very positive 
climate” allowing for bet- 
ter relations with Egypt but 
said Cairo should distance 
itself further from Israel. 

The minis ter told the 
English-language Iran 
News that the two coun- 
tries are currently cooper- 
ating well on cultural and 
economic issues, and rela- 
tions would be further 
improved if Egypt dis- 
tances itself more from 
Israel a country toward 
which Iran is extremely 
hostile. 

“We have said the more 
Egypt distances itself from 
Israel the more eager we 
will be to normalise rela- 
tions with Cairo.” he said, 
adding that Egypt seems to 
have taken considerable 
steps in this direction in the 
past year. 

Kbarazi did not give a 
date when ambassadors 
might be exchanged. 

Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa had said in 


October that foe two coun- 
tries had not discussed the 
exchange of ambassadors 
despite improving rela- 
tions. 

Both countries currently 
maintain interests sections 
with each other, and have 
recently increased 

exchanges of cultural and 
economic delegations. “In 
the United Nations in par- 
ticular, there is close coop- 
eration between Iran and 
Egypt” Kbarazi told the 
paper. 

Iran’s relations with 
Egypt have improved since 
the election in May 1997 of 
the moderate . cleric 
Mohammad Khatami as 
president who has pledged 
to pursue a policy of 
detente with the outside 
world and Arab countries 
in particular. 

The countries all but sev- 
ered relations after the 
1979 Islamic revolution in 
Iran, because of Egypt’s 
peace treaty with Israel and 
foe warm welcome it 
extended to the deposed 
Shah of Iran. 



PROTEST FOR PALESTINIANS JAILED IN ISRAEL Relatives of jailed Palestinians bold up portraits of their 
famil y members during a rally Monday railing on Israel to free Palestinian political prisoners held in its jails. 
Palestinians accused Israel of violating the Wye agreement by releasing criminals instead of political prisoners 
daring the first stage of the Wye accords implemented last Friday (Renters photo) 


Israeli police prepare for messianic 
Christian suicides in Jerusalem 

Missing U.S. cult members arrive in Israel 


ISR AELI POLICE are prepar- 
ing for foe possibility that mes- 
sianic Christians will try to 
commit suicide on foe Temple 
Mount as the millennium 
approaches, the Jerusalem 
police commander said Mon- 
day. 

The government has allotted 
$12 million to upgrade security 
at the Temple Mount amid con- 
cerns that Jewish or Christian 
extremists might attack foe A1 
Aqsa and Dome of foe Rock 
mosques at the site. The addi- 
tional money would pay for the 
deployment of some 400 
policemen and security devices 
such as closed circuit cameras 
and sensor pads, Israel Radio 
said. 

AJ Aqsa Mosque is foe third 


holiest site in the Islamic 
Wodd. In biblical times, the 
first and second Jewish temples 
stood there. 

Some Christian cults believe 
that the destruction of the 
mosques will lead to foe 
rebuilding of foe Jewish Tem- 
ple, and mis will hasten the end 
of the wodd and foe second 
coming of Christ. 

Meanwhile, Israeli police 
said members- of an apocalyp- 
tic U-S. Christian cult who-dis- 
appeared after (heir leatfer 
prophesied the destruction of 
Denver had made their way to 
Israel. 

Police were not unduly con- 
cerned by press reports that 
members of foe Denver-based 
Concerned Christians might try 
to commit mass suicide at the 
end of foe millennium and foe 


cult’s influence was “margin- 
al” police spokesowman Linda 
Men uhin said. 

‘This cult, how many wor- 
shippers do they have? "Ifcas. 
It’s really nothing,’' Menuhin 
said. 

Menuhin would not say 
whether sect leader Monte Kim 
Miller, who has foretold his 
own riparti on foe. streets of 
Jerusalem sometime during 
1999, bad himself entered 
Israel . . 

A Colorado-based cult rrioni- 
toring group said last month 
relatives had been searching for 
as many as 60 group members 
who abandoned their homes 
after Miller prophesied Denver 
would be ground zero for an 
apocalyptic disaster in October. 

Miller, a former marketing 
manager and Colorado native. 


was suspected of leading the 
group to either Jerusalem or 
Mexico. 

Menuhin said Israeli authori- 
ties had several months ago set 
up a committee to plan for pos- 
sible public disturbances by 
cults and messianic groups as 
foe turn of the miDennium 
approached. 

The Jerusalem police com- 
mander; YairYiCzhalri, said that 
“foe matter of mg^ani r- activi- 
ty with the approach of foe year 
2000 is a matter we have b66n 
dealing with for a very long 
time.” Asked about suicide 
attempts by cult members, he 
said: “We are also preparing for 
thai possibility, which is rela- 
tively new, compared with the; , 
o ther threats against the Temple 
Mount I very much hope we 
can cope with it loo.” 


Iranian officials, newspapers condemn murder of opposition leader 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian officials 
and newspapers on Monday con- 
demned the murder of an ultra-nation- 
alist opposition leader, saying it was a 
blow to foe image of foe Islamic 
regime. 

Daryoush Fbruhar, the head of the 
Iranian Nation’s Party (INP) and a for- 
ma - labour minister, and Ins wife, Par- 
vaneh, were stabbed to death by 
unknown assailants in their home here 
on Sunday evening. 

Police have launched a manhunt for 
foe killers. 

The interior ministry issued a state- 
ment expressing regret over foe 


killings and said it had launc hed an 
“extensive” investigation into foe case. 

Several newspapers also condemned 
foe act 

“Forahar is being murdered at a time 
when foe country mac than ever 
needs calm and to believe the humane 
face of Mt Khatami’s government” 
said foe government daily Iran, refer- 
ring to President Mohammad Khata- 
mi 

‘The police and foe judiciary must 
do their utmost to clarify the case,” it 
said. 

Even foe hardline J omhuri Islami, 
which was sharply critical of Foruhar’s 


views, slammed foe “ugly act” 

"No matter whai motivated h. this is 
an ugly act and must be condemned," 
it said. "This act is definitely taken by 
the enemies of foe people with foe aim 
of damaging foe image of foe Islamic 
regime.” 

“It is true that Fbruhar was a dissi- 
dent But even dissidents have a right 
to voice foetr views within foe lav. 
And when they break the law, they 
should be dealt with within foe frame- 
work of foe law,” the paper added. 

Iran News called the murders an 
“abhorant crime,” while another Eng- 
lish-language daily, the Tehran Tunes, 


accused tire Iraq-based armed opposi- 
tion, People’s Mujahedeen. of being 
responsible for foe killings. 

Fbruhat in his eady 70^, had been an 
outspoken critic of foe regime, accus- 
ing it of being undemocratic. He gave 
regular interviews to the Persian-Jan- 
guage services of overseas radios. 

A longtime prisoner of foe Shah, he 
served as minister of labour in foe 
interim government of Mehdi 
Bazargan who became {rime minister 
after the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

The transitional government was 
ousted after eight months and Fotuhar 
has since been campaigning against 


the goverarnent 

Observers described Fonibar’s mur- 
der as a severe blow to the secular 
opposition, which is already under 
mounting pressure from the regime. 

Like other liberal and nationalist 
movements, foe INP is banned but tol- 
eratedwith activities limited to issuing 
grntpmenK holding small private gath- 
erings and having its leaflets speak to 
foreign radios. 

On Friday, two members of the lib- 
eral Islamic Iran’s Freedom Move- 
ment were arrested in Esfehan. central 
ban. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 French Cartoon 

15:30 — Bananas in Pyjamas 

16:00 Doc - Life Choices 

I6-J0 SmallTalk 

17:00 Doc. — Mothers of the Wild 

18:15 French Programmes 

— Les Yeux D'Helene 

Le Journal 

19:15 ficnch Programme 

19 JO News headlines 

1935 Comedy - Step by Step 

20:00 .What Wfauld You Do? 

20 JO .—JDrama- Tom Jones 
21:05 — You and Your Car 

21 JO UN Cut 

22:0ft News in English 

22 JO Lonesome Dove 

23:10 Feature film - “Running 
Delilah" 

OOJO EndofLX. 
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Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afitm Syrian Orthodox 

Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 

TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St. John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of foe Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox C hin ch TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 

feh TeL 5920146 

The Uniale Cathode Church 


ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to dip 
slightly but remain higher than 
average by about three degrees 
centigrade. Clouds wiH appear at 
different altitudes and winds vari- 
able to westerly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be oortheriy 
moderate, and seas calm. 

Amman .12/23 

Aqaba .16/28 

Deserts 10/24 

Jordan YhBey 16/28 

Yesterday's high te mp era t ures: 
Amman 26, Aqaba 30 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 26 per cert, 
Aqaba 40 percent. 

Fallowing are foe temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


ai-jA 


TeL 4624757 

Ajkun 

06/18 
12/24 

(16-07 




A7m 

11?M 




11/21 

14:13 


4892679 


11/25 

1637 



Dead Sea 

16/30 

1738 _ 

Tsha 

4628052 




CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffidi TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 


The Armenian Catholi c 
Church TeL 4771331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 


USEFUL 

telephone 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc BfalAJ SayykL 4890280 


Dc Awn Hawamdeb 5332350 

Dc TfcwfiqQrfTaffl 4623029 

Dc GhaH>Zawaideb 4126011 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .5661912 

A I Saiam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ....55370N 
RnknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. AE Sbnqairi (02)7100069 

Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dt Akrara HaddatL(09)985S50 
Palestine Pharmacy.. (09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Cen- 
tre 4637111 

Gv3 Defence Department 5661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emogency 199 

Rescue Ptikse- 192. 4621111, 4637777 


Blood Bank,. .4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police™, 4896390 

Plfolic Security Dept — .4630321 


Vto&SweragbCcmf^aiias 4897457 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

47871U 

Telephone Information (directory 


assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 

.4774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Hectririty Authority _58I5615 

Dearie Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight WarnnnorL..44-53200 
Queen Ala LitL Airport __44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 

.5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli 566613 1/7 

Hussein Medical Centre. .5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

KhaM Maternity .-^464428 1/6 

Akfleh Maternity. 4642441/2 

J^AmfnanMa!erriity_4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. . — 4636140 
Palestine, amdsani! — 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital — . .. ..—5 607550 
University Hospital — .5353444 
Al-Mnasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-AhlL Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 4777101/3 

Al-Baslnr 4775111/26 

Armv.Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia HbspitaL 5157100 

Amal Hospital ..—5607155 


AIAmal Cancer Centre .5353000 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital .(09)983323 
Zang National HospitaL <09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

A) Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basraa Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 

.(02)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372,(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831. 

(02)7102011 

SpedaEty Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

ftinosHaya Hospital (03)2040111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information Is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5, where it should 
alwwts be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 152700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0550 „ r Ifehian(RJ) 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

07 JO Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 Abu Dhabi (RT) 

HfcQS Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16 JO _ .Cairo (RT) 

17 JO — London, Frankfurt (RJ) 

17 JO Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
23:10 Beirut (RT) 

Other FEghts 

12J0 Adea(IY) 

I4J5 Istanbul (TK) 

1&Q0 ..^Duhai, Damascus (EK) 

1&40 — Beirut (ME) 

1&45 — Kiev (6U) 

l9dE Paris (Afj 

2035 TWAvivfLY) 

20rf0 Cano (MS) 

22J5 —London, Damascus (BA) 

2335 — Amsterdam (KL) 

23a5 Lamaca(CY) 

0Qri5 Bucharest (RO) 

02ri» — .—Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Tights 
0930 Aqaba (arriving at QAlA) 
(RW) 

ll:10_Aqaba (arriving at Marks 
Airport) (RW) 

l&OO-Aqaba (arriving at Marita 
Airport) (RW) 

18:45 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 


(RW) 

2230 Aqaba l arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FBgfols 

05:00 -Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

0835 ^Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
1030 — Berlin, Brussels (RJ) 

11:05 Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 

12.-00 — -Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:10 Baris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

1230 — Cairo (RI) 

1935 ’ — Beirut (RJ) 

20:45 Damascus (RJ) 

2050 ; Jeddah (RJ) 


21:00 — Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
Other Flights 

07:10 JrankfunOH) 

1330 Aden(IY) 

15:35 Istanbul (TK) 

1*00 Dubai (EK) 

19*40 — — : — i...: — Kiev (6U) 

3fc00 : Bdrut(ME) 

21:10 — Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 : .__Cajro(MS} 

0035 — Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 — ^Bucharest (RO) 

— ^Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port)(KW) 

0fc30„ Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

16-30 Td Aviv (from MarkaAir- 
ponXRW) 

2030 -Aqaba ffiom QAIA) (RW) 
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‘Health care 
system 
should be 
expanded 
to cover 
250,000 
more people’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health 
Minister Nael Ajlouni on 
Monday said the current 
health security system should 
be expanded to cover at least 
an additional 250,000 people. 

The Health Ministry is cur- 
rently studying a plan for 
such a project and will take 
practical steps towards its 
implementation, Ajlouni said 
in a speech at a workshop 
organised in conjunction with 
the United States Agency for 
International Development 

The prevailing exx>nomic 
situation in Jordan does not 
enable the ministry to intro- 
duce a national health insur- 
ance plan covering all citi- 
zens, Ajlouni sai<L adding, 
however, that it can and will 
develop the present system 
by covering a greater per- 
centage of the public who 
have no health insurance cov- 
erage. 

He said that nearly 250,000 
people whose income is less 
than JD50 a month and who 
receive financial assistance 
from the National Aid Fund 
or the Ministry of Social 
Development are entitled to 
free medical services provid- 
ed directly by government- 
run hospitals and health cen- 
tres. 

Ajlouni criticised the pre- 
sent system, which he said 
offers low-cost medical ser- 
vices to citizens who can 
afford to pay for medical 
treatment, thus placing a 
heavy burden on the min- 
istry’s resources. 

All government employees 
and their dependants are enti- 
tled to medical services at 
public hospitals and health 
centres for a nominal cost 

Ajlouni said fees currently 
paid by beneficiaries of the 
government’s health insur- 
ance system barely cover 20 
per cent of the actual costs. 

The minister added that 
adjusting the system to 
require higher fees from peo- 
ple able to pay more could 
help the ministry improve the 
quality of public health ser- 
vices. The ministry is study- 
ing this matter and exploring 
ways in which it can cooper- 
ate with the private sector to 
ensure better health services 
at the lowest possible cost, 
Ajlouni said. 



REGENT RECEIVES ENVOY’S CREDENTIALS: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Mon- 
day receives the credentials of the new Thrkish ambassador to Jordan, Tuncer Topur, during a ceremony at 
Raghadan Palace. The ceremony was attended by HRH Prince Ra'd, Foreign Minister Abdul Hah Khatib and 
Royal Court Secretary General Abdullah Siraj (Photo by Boghos) 

Violence against women in Jordan should 
not be ‘taboo’ subject — Princess Basma 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina has 
said Jordanian society must 
face the issue of violence 
against women instead of pre- 
tending such a problem does 
not exist in the country. 

‘This issue should no 
longer be a taboo. We should 
not hide our heads in die 
sand... and pretend it does not 
exist,” she said late on Sunday 
after attending a ceremony to 
launch a regional campaign to 
eliminate violence against 
women conducted by the 
United Nations Deve lopme nt 
Fund for Women (UNIFEM). 

“The shame is to know that 
violence against women does 
exist and to allow all forms of 
suffering to happen against 
women," added Princ ess 
Basma, who is UNIFEM’s 
Goodwill Ambassador 

“The issue should be recog- 
nised and solutions need to be 
discussed and as long as we 
do it with dignity and recog- 
nise the strengths in our soci- 
ety, the religions and the posi- 
tive norms, we can make a 
change and fight it if we work 
together," added the Princess, 
an activist working to 
improve the lot of Jordanian 
women, who constitute half 
of the 4.2 million population. 


The 16-day campaign, 
which covers Jordan. 
Lebanon. Egypt Yemen and 
the Palestinian self-rule areas, 
is focusing on all sectors of 
society, including school- 
children. in a bid to raise 
awareness regarding the seri- 
ousness of the issue plaguing 
most societies worldwide. 

“I am very heartened that 
there is a growing understand- 
ing that the issue needs to be 
recognised and the solution 
needs to be discussed." she 
told over 150 academics, 
diplomats, female activists 
and representatives of govern- 
mental and non-govemmental 
organisations. 

Princess Basma expressed 
hope that current initiatives to 
address violence against 
women in Jordan would help 
come up with a model to 
serve the region. 

Jordan, which set up a fam- 
ily protection unit and is 
working on creating a 
women’s shelter, is currently 
revising several laws that are 
discriminatory a g ainst 
women. His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, have also stepped 
up efforts to safeguard 
women and to put an end to 
crimes of honour, in which 
women are killed by male rel- 


atives on suspicion of being 
involved in illicit relation- 
ships. 

Also speaking during the 
official inauguration of the 
campaign. UNDP Resident 
Representative Jorgen Lissner 
said “society has die right, 
indeed the duty," to intervene 
and extend its protection 
when privacy is used to cover 

up inhumani ty. 

“A humane and caring soci- 
ety cannot allow and cannot 
tolerate the pain and suffering 
of the most vulnerable mem- 
bers of our family. We cannot 
allow our women and chil- 
dren to grow up . in an envi-. 
ronment dominated by vio-. 
fence and pain. They have* a ' 
right to be protected, to know 
that their world is safe, that 
they can go to bed at night 
without fear for their sanity 
and safety,” Lissner said. 

The campaign against vio- 
lence against women is not 
just important for today's vic- 
tims, he said, adding that vio- 
lence is cruel in and by itself 
and causes untold suffering, 
both physical and psychologi- 
cal 

“We know from countless 
studies that violence is “con- 
tagious” — that yesterday's 
victims of violence tend to 
become tomorrow's perpetra- 
tors of violence,” Lissner 


adde d. 

UNIFEM Regional Pro- 
gramme Advisor Haifa Abu 
Ghazaleh said the campaign 
will be the basis for formulat- 
ing a programme for eliminat- 
ing violence against women 
and promoting women's 
human rights on the national 
and regional levels. 

Abu Ghazaleh added that 
though much had been 
achieved in terms of safe- 
guarding women's ' rights 
across the globe, there was 
more room for change. 

“As we a pproa ch the 21st 
i century. UNIFEM promises 
'to continue its commitment 
towards Arab women through 
1 wcwidng towards change,-”- 
she said. 

Under the theme “A Life 
Free of Violence: It is our 
Right,” the campaign aims at 
raising public awareness on 
the various forms of violence 
against women, such as 
domestic violence, crimes of 
honour; female circumcision 
and others. 

The campaign commemo- 
rates the 50th anniversary , of 
the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
and the 5th anniversary of the 
World Conference on Human 
Rights with its historical 
recognition of “Women’s 
Rights are Human Rights” 


At conclusion of rea'iona! conference 



Participants 
national strategies to 
fight domestic violence 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Participants at a 
two-day regional conference 
on domestic violence agreed 
that e liminating violence 
against women and children by 
using an individual strategy for 
each country would be more 
effective than adopting a col- 
lective solution to combat this 


The participants came up 
with a list of future “directions” 
that suggested ways and means 
of combating domestic vio- 
lence on the national levd of 
each country. 

One of the top priorities of 
the list was conducting 
research and studies on domes- 
tic violence in order to under- 
stand its reasons and conse- 
quences. 

The most recent study con- 
ducted in Jordan on violence 
against women, released in 
1994, indicated that during 
1991 and 1992, around 9,000 
cases of domestic violence 
against women were reported 
to police. 

The list also included con- 
ducting general awareness 
campaigns for elderly, children 
and women’s rights organisa- 
tions. with the aim of changing 
negative attitudes towards 
than. 

The participants called for 
modernising civfl status laws in 
most countries in fee region 


and toughening legislation with 
regard to perpetrators of 
domestic violates. 

Officials at Jordan's Family 
Protection Unit, winch was 
established last September; 
announced recently that the 
centre deals with dozens of 
cases of domestic violence 

esy h mo nth. 

The participants also called 
for adapting tougher measures 
against the perpetrators of hon- 
our crimes. In Jordan, around 
25 women are killed annually 
in the nan** of honour; and a 
total of 17 women have report- 
edly been killed for the' same 
reasons since the beginning of 
1998. 

Women and human rights 
activists in several countries in 
the Arab World have called on 
their governments to toughen 
p unishments agains t those 
found gttihy of honour crimes. 

In Jordan for example, con- 
victed murder* involved in 
honour kilting; receive lenient 
sentences, ranging from three 
months to two years, depend^ 
ing on the case’s circum- 
stances. 

On the educational levd, the 
recommendations called for 
including human and women's 
rights artfeles in school curricu- 
la. 

One erf the future directions 
called fra 1 introducing legisla- 
tion that forbids husbands from 
beating feear wives. 


According to the secretary 
general erf tte Jor danian 
National Commissi an for 

Women (JNCW). Amal Sab- 
bagb, the meeting, which gatb- 
ered more than 55 representa- 
tives from the region, tackled 
domestic violence issues in the 
participants' countries. 

“The participants had an 
opportunity to discuss (heir 
countries’ experiences, discuss 
domestic violence cases and 
cfckJe tire legal aspects pertain- 
ing to women and children,” 
she said. 

- Sabbagh told the Jordan 
Tunes that fee pattiripants will 
adopt these future directions in 
accordance wife the situation in 
their own rammumties. 

Tt was an empowering con- 
ference, and all the participants 
took strength from each other,” 
she added 

The participants came from 
Tunisia, Jordan, Egypt Pales- 
tine. Yemen. Sudan. Iran, Syria, 
Libya and Lebanon. 

The event was organised by 
the JNCW in cooperation with 
five UN agencies: the United 
Nations Dev elopm ent Fund for 
Women (UNEFEM), fee Unit- 
ed Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP), the United 
Nations Children s Fund 
(UNICEF), fee United Nations 
Education, Scientific, and Cul- 
tural Organisation (UNESCO) 
and the United Nations Popola- 
tion Fund (UNFPA). 


Water Authority threatens legal 
action over illegal water use 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Water Authority Monday 
warned that it will begin tak- 
ing legal action next month 
against citizens who illegally 
receive water by tampering 
with or damaging water 
metres. 

A WA state me nt quoted by 
the Jordan News Agenpy, 
Petra, said people obtaining 
water illegally or linking their 
homes to the sewage system 
without permission will be 
prosecuted 

Citizens who have been 
illegally receiving water sip- 
plies or tampering' with the 
authority's network should 
cease such acts and comply 
with die WA’s regulations by 
die end of this month in order 
to avoid legal action, the 


statement said . . 

Last month. Water Minister 
Haiti Mulki said illegal tam- 
pering with water metres 
causes more than 25 percent 
of Jordan’s unaccounted 
water losses. 

“Irresponsible and illegal 
water use must be stopped” 
Mulki said, adding that fee 
ministry would repair all 
“broken” metres and pipes at 
no charge until the end of 
Novemba: 

In its statement, fee author- 
ity said it will cut off fee 
water apply to the homes 
and businesses of violators 
and will not resume service 
again except through the con- 
sent of fee minister of water: 

The statement said the WA 
is introducing these measures 


toputan end to.vfohrions and 
ensure a sufficient water sup- 
ply for growing public 
demand 

Mulki had said that several 
government studies would be 
conducted throughout the 
country to determine the 
extent of water losses and that 
more laws would be enacted 
to stop illegal use. 

According to studies cited 
in recent news reports, in 
1995, the Water Authority 
pumped 50.22 million cubic 
metres of water to Amman 
but 28.1 million were lost 
through illegal acts: 

The Water Authority state- 
ment said violators will be 
allowed to pay amounts due 
for illegal use of water 
through an instalment system. 



TARAWNEH MEETS WITH AUSTRIAN DEFENCE MINISTER Prime Minister and 
Defence Minister Fayez Tarawneb on Monday meets with Austrian Federal Defence Minis- 
ter Werner Fasdabend to discuss bilateral rdatkms. The meeting was also attended by Min- 
ister of State for Prime Ministry Affairs SamihBijia Also MorKtoy, the Chairman <rf the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Abdul Hafez Mira'i Kaabneh, held talks with Fassbbend on issues of com- 
mon concern. Fassiabend arrived here Sunday on an official visit to Jordan (Petra photo) 


what’s going on 


FILMS 

* German filra “Der Tdmacher" (with subtitles in Eng- 
lish) ai Goethe-lnaiiui Jabal Amman on Wedwdav Nov, 
25 ai7tt)pjn. 

* •The Truth About Cats and Dogs” at Boots @ Cafe, 
Jabal Amman, Frret Qrcte aiS^O pan. (TeL 4650457). 
CONCERT 

♦Arabic music “AlThWit Al Shsqi" at the French Cul- 
tural Centre, Jabal Wetxfeh. on Wednesday Nov. 15 at 8:30 
pm 
PLAY 

*“KreiChemo“ (in Arabic) ai Hassan Ibn Talal Audito- 
rium. University of Jordan at 7:00 pm (daily utdl Nov. 291 
LECTURE 

* “The Development of Laws on Protection of Archaeo- 
logical Bdkfcngs in Jordan' 1 by Dc. Zhd Sa'ad at Goedre- 
Institut. Jabal Amman ut&OQpin. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* The Tendr Anniversary Exhibition of Contemporary 


Arab Arrises at Dans Al Funun. Jabal Weibdeh (Tel 
464325 1/2). until Jan. 28 

* Paintings by Farouq Hassan ai Oriall Art Gallery, Umm 
Uthaina (TeL 5526932). until Nov. 29. 

* Photography exhibition entitled "Windows and Doors" 
by Haiti Hourani at Baladna Ait Gallery, Gardens Street (TeL 
5537598), untP Dec. 18. 

* Display of Jordan River Foundation (JRF) 1998 
auumn/wimr collection entitled “ Killing Leaves” at the 
JRFsJiownwin. Jabal Amman\TeL46l30SlXuntilNbv.30. 

* Crossroads of Civilisations: More Than 100 Yeare of| 
German Aninrologicri] Activities in Jordan" (sponsored by 
the German Protesta nt Institute in cooperation with Petra] 
Store Presovucop) at the Royal Cufruml Centre, until Nov 
28. 

* ExHbmon ofwateja)kxire^MukantmtHa^»ndOQqa 
at Inaimm Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 24. 

* Paintings by Jordanian anist Mohammad Abu Aziz at 
the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 28. 


Developing world’s access 
to modern communications 
examined at meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A round- 
table discussion ou “Culture 
and Communication: A Glob- 
al Information Society” raised 
the fears of developing coun- 
tries now facing a high-tech 
communication onslaught feat 
offers only limited opportuni- 
ties for poor countries’ partici- 
pation. 

‘Tt is unfortunate that owner- 
ship [of communications 
tools] wiD be the means of 
advancement in our era, when 
they should provide a link 
between nations,” said 
Ibrahim Shahzada, director 
general of Ionian Radio and 
Television Corporation, at the 
opening session of the round- 
table. defecated to future com- 
munications perspectives. 

‘Technological advance- 
ments are laying fee ground- 
work for international under- 
standing.” Shahzada said, “but 

they also impose a huge chal- 
lenge on the 11111x1 Worid.” 

‘Technology is expensive. 
Poor countries ate trying to. 
feed people and stand helpless 
to obtain modem means of 
communications," he said. 

The culture and communi- 
cations conference is bring 
hosted by tire Jordan Institute 
of Diplomacy in cooperation 
with the MacBride Round- 
table and the Med-Media Jem- 
stone Network undo: fee 
patronage of His Royal Higja- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent During fee two-day 


gathering, leading communi- 
cation specialists and promi- 
nent journalists from around 
the world are presenting 
papers era fair themes — 
Evaluation and Future Per- 
spectives. Democracy and 
Development. Impact cm 
National Identity and Laws 
and Ethics. The roundtable is 
sponsored by Royal Jordan- 
ian, Price walexbouseCoopexs 
and Al Dustour Arabic daily 
newspaper The Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation and Jor- 
dan Radio and Television Cor- 
poration are also lending their 
support to the roundtable. 

Wanes of the developing 
worid are many, said Shahza- 
da, and are fuelled by an 
inability to purchase equip- 
ment, a lack of administrative 
and professional skills to deal 
with communications, govern- 
ments’ ignorance of people’s 
rights, and government poli- 
cies that contradict the reality 
of modem communication. 

“We need an international 
discussion,” said Shahzada, 
“because we now have chaos. 
Advertising, for example, 
can’t be controlled.” 

Gees Haralink, director of 
the Centre for Communica- 
tions and Human Rights in 
Holland, criticised a $300 bil- 
lion per annum global adver- 
tising industry, now fixating- 
alliances wife some of fee 
largest news enterprises in fee 
world, feat threatens to blur the 


line between legitimate news 
and promotional material. 

“The latest target is chil- 
dren,” said Hamlink. “Are our 
children going to see adver- 
tisements in their school text 
books? I worry fear they wiH 
We aren’t moving just to the 
global information society, but 
to the global billboard soci- 
ety" 

Deputising for the Regent, 
Information Minister Nasser 
Judeh said Jordan has become 
a centre of dialogue among 
religions and cultures and 
emphasised the importance of 
information. 

“Information is a bridge 
towards globalisation and 
COmmunicatUXlS terhniqiipg 
and modem information plays 
a vital role in spreading 
democracy to all communi- 
ties,” he said. 

Judeh stressed fee Arab and 
Muslim responsibility to 
defend Islam against “islama- 
phobia" by exploiting fee 
information and commumcft- 
tion devices in fee Arab Worid. 

Moustapha Massmoudi, 
director general of. fee Mass 
Media Institute of Tunisia, 
Richard Vincent of the Uni- 
versity of- Hawaii’s Depart- 
ment of Communications and 
Abdullah Hassanat, executive 
editor of the Jordan. Times, 
also addressed the morning 
session. 

The roundtable continues 
today. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Police investigate stabbing death 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Police are searching for suspects in 
connection with the stabbing death of a' 23-year-old 
Jabal Nuzha resident whose body was found in Hash- 
mi Shamali late Sunday night, according to official 
sources. The victim, Loui Ahmad, was found dead in 
the Qastal suburb. Coroners said the man was stabbed 
29 stab times in the chest and back, with most of the 
wounds penetrating his lungs, heart and liver. An offi- 
cial source told the Jordan Times on Monday evening 
that “most probably the murder was committed in a 
different area.” “The authorities found no blood at the 
murder scene, which means that the perpetrator/s 
killed the man in a different area and dumped his body 
in Hashmi Shamali to conceal the crime,” the source 
said. 

U.S. senator arrives in Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — United States Senator Sam Brown- 
back arrived in Amman yesterday on a two-day visit to 
Jordan, a U.S. embassy statement said. During his stay, 
the Senator will bold meetings with HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, and officials. Brownbackis 
a Republican representing .the state of Kansas. He 
enrered the Senate in 1996, replacing Senator Robert 
Dole. He retained his* seat in the Nov. 3 elections. The 
senator is a member of the Senate Committee on Com- 
merce, Science and Transportation, the Committee on 
Foreign Relations and the Committee on Governmen- 
tal Affairs. 

Sudanese minister arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — ■ Sudanese Interior Minister Abdul 
Rahim Mo hamm a d Hussein arrived Monday in 
Amman on an official visit During his one-week stay 
in Jordan, Hussein will hold talks with Interior Minis- 
ter Nayef Qadi on bilateral relations. 

AMC announces October figures 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Agricultural Marketing Cor- 
poration last month exported JD9.25 million worth of 
vegetables and fruit to Afab and foreign countries. The 
United Arab Emirates topped the list of* importing 
countries, with 35.2 per cent, followed by Kuwait vbith 
25.4 per cent, Qatar, 11.9 per cent:Bahiam, - U.'8 s per 
cent, and Oman, 11.6 percent - -?*?*.* 
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4 World News 


Pneumonia raises 
further doubts 
over Yeltsin 


-- 


Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, Noven*e^P^_ 


Cross 


MOSCOW (AFPl — A 
wheezing Boris Yeltsin was 
forced to host his Chinese 
auests in a hospital Monday 
in a telltale sign that the 
Russian president is barely 
capable of acting out the role 
of a symbolic figurehead. 

Struck down by pneumo- 
nia on the eve of a summit 
with Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin. Yeltsin ended up 
meeting his visitor but 
briefly at the Central Clinical 
Hospital Monday, capping a 
dismal autumn of cancelled 
trips and curtailed summits 
in Moscow. 

The Kremlin quickly 
reverted to the defensive, 
limiting footage of the presi- 
dent to a few seconds of 
silent television pictures 
showing Yeltsin sitting oppo- 
site Jiang dressed in slacks 
and a cardigan and looking 
pale. 

The Russian president has 
long since abdicated his 
responsibility for the day-to- 
day running of the country 
and its wretched economy, as 
a succession of heart and 
lung complaints take their 
toll. At 67. Yeltsin is already 
10 years older than the aver- 
age age at which Russian 
men die. 

Even his allies have ques- 
tioned his fitness to govern, 
while political opponents 
have charged that he cannot 
focus for more than a few 
minutes at a time. 

But as speculation mount- 
ed in August that he was 


about to step down altogeth- 
er. Yeltsin came back with a 
new' role for himself as 
Russia's senior statesman 
who would deal only with 
key strategic international 
issues. 

Since then however the 
“protocol president” has fall- 
en prey to bronchitis, ner- 
vous exhaustion and now 
pneumonia. He cut short a 
visit to Central Asia, and 
backed out of important trips 
to Vienna. Kuala Lumpur 
and New Delhi. 

Limited to playing out his 
role at home, Yeltsin stum- 
bled through a press confer- 
ence with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, skipped a banquet 
for Japanese Prime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi and held the 
briefest of one-on-ones with 
German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder. 

Analysts said that these 
performances and the incipi- 
ent pneumonia, which is to 
keep Yeltsin in hospital for 
10 days, indicated that the 
Kremlin chief's last main 
bastion of authority was in 
danger of being eroded by 
the illnesses which are wear- 
ing down the man. 

“It does of course raise 
serious doubts over Yeltsin’s 
ability to govern the coun- 
try,” said Yevgeny Volk, an 
analyst with the Heritage 
Foundation. 

“The short periods 
between successive illnesses 
show that his immune sys- 
tem is weakened, and in fact 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin (right) shakes hands with his smiling Chinese counterpart Jiang Zemin in Central 
C linical Hospital. Yeltsin held brief talks with Jiang Monday, one day after the ailing Kremlin leader was admitted 
with pneumonia and a high temperature (Reuters photo) 


any little cold can turn into a 
serious lung infection." he 
said. 

Andrei Ryabov, political 
analyst with the Carnegie 
Endowment think-tank in 
Moscow, said that the string 
of illnesses hinted at “a more 
serious ailment which is 
being hidden like a state 
secret 

“Only a very fight circle 
around the president know 
whai it is.” Ryabov said. 

Yeltsin's wife Naina admit- 
ted earlier this month that the 
cold Moscow climate was 


not helping her husband, 
who had just returned from a 
10-day convalescence on the 
Black Sea from what the 
Kremlin termed asthenia. 

Volk said that given the 
president’s long history of 
bouncing back from illness 
and political adversity, he 
could yet struggle through 
his presidential term to retire 
in 2000, ‘though he'll never 
get back to being as strong 
and healthy as be was 
before” 

But the prospects of Yeltsin 
resigning due to ill-health 


remain as remote as ever. 
With his opponents in parlia- 
ment armed with a series of 
charges gunning for him, the 
president does not want to 
lose his immunity from pros- 
ecution without some guar- 
antee from his enemies, ana- 
lysts say. 

“Yeltsin does not want to 
step down because be is not 
sure of how safe he and his 
family will be,” said Ryabov, 
mentioning the case of 
Indonesia's Suharto or 
Chile's Augusto Pinochet as 
unappealing precedents for 


Yeltsin. 

Ironically. Yeltsin’s inca- 
pacitation has not deterred 
foreign leaders from flock- 
ing to Moscow. After hosting 
Japanese. German and 
Chinese leaders all within 
three weeks, Yeltsin must 
still entertain Queen Beatrix 
of the Netherlands next 
week. 

“Leaders want to see per- 
sonally what state he is in,” 
said Volk. “The West needs 
constant first hand informa- 
tion on what is going on with 
Yeltsin.” 


Habibie wants Albania socialists claim referendum 


calm, more 
bodies found 


victory; Berisha cries fraud 


JAKARTA (R) — 

Indonesia's beleaguered 
President B.J. Habibie 
Monday called for calm 
as more bodies were 
found from violent eth- 
nic and religious clashes 
in Jakarta's Chinatown at 
the weekend. 

Police said they had 
discovered seven more 
bodies, one less than an 
earlier police report, 
bringing to 13 the num- 
ber killed in Sunday's 
clashes which followed a 
week of student-led 
protests earlier in the 
month when 15 are 
known to have died. 

Habibie joined calls by 
opposition leaders for 
people to exercise self- 
restraint and pledged to 
block any undemocratic 
attempts io force change. 

"We should be able to 
control ourselves. We 
should realise that we are 
not under a secular gov- 
ernment nor that we fol- 
low certain religion.” 
Habibie said. 

Opposition and reli- 
gious leaders have 
warned that the violence 
was organised. 

Several buildings were 
torched and looted in 
Jakarta Sunday, most of 
them in the" bustling 
Chinatown district, dur- 
ing clashes between 
Javanese Muslims and 
Roman Catholics from 
the eastern island of 
Ambon. 

Residents say that 
A mbone.se -led gangs, 
with the backing of ele- 
ments within the mili- 
tary. have long run pro- 
tection rackets in the dis- 
trict. which is dominated 
by ethnic Chinese. 

Ethnic Chinese are 
Indonesia's most eco- 
nomically powerful 
minority and common 
targets of racial attacks. 

The latest bodies to be 
found, six of them 
charred coipses. were 
discovered in a ruined 
gambling den used by 
the Ambonese communi- 
ty 

Several schools were 
closed in the area but 
shops and businesses in 
the area were open as 


usual Monday. 

The capital's financial 
markets largely ignored 
the violence, with the 
rupiah finning and the 
main share index up by 
about 5 per cent in late 
trading. 

Manv analysts say the 
unrest is being instigated 
by one or more of the 
country's elite groups, 
jockeying for power in 
the vacuum left by the 
downfall of former 
President Suharto in 
May after 32 years of 
autocratic rule. 

The Antara news 
agency reported Monday 
that Suharto could be put 
under house arrest or 
banned from travelling 
abroad if he fails to 
cooperate with a new 
team assigned to investi- 
gate his wealth. 

“If Suharto interrupts 
the investigation process, 
then the commission will 
propose a need to impose 
house arrest or a travel 
ban abroad,” it quoted 
Attorney -General 
Muhammad Ghalib as 
saying. 

The recent violence has 
highlighted the simmer- 
ing ethnic and religious 
tensions in this archipel- 
ago of 200 million peo- 
ple. kept largely under 
control during Suharto's 
iron rule. 

The vast group of 
islands stretches 5,000 
km along the equator and 
is home to 300 ethnic 
groups and 500 lan- 
guages and dialects. 

About 90 per cent of 
Indonesians are Muslim, 
and there are significant 
groups of Buddhists, 
Hindus and Christians. 

Sunday's violence was 
the worst in Chinatown 
since May. when anti- 
government protests 
erupted into widespread 
rioting and looting in the 
city which killed at least 
1.200 people. 

Indonesian State 
Secretary Akbar 

Tandjung said the gov- 
ernment would help to 
repair buildings dam- 
aged in the latest vio- 
lence. 


TIRANA (AFP) — Albania’s 
Socialist government appeared 
io have won approval in 
Sunday's vote for a new consti- 
tution. the first since the 1990 
collapse of the former 
Communist regime. 

First unofficial results report- 
ed Monday showed that more 
than 50 per cent of Albanians 
who cast ballots in the referen- 
dum voted “yes." said presi- 
dential spokesman Prec Zoeaj. 

But the results were immedi- 
ately dismissed by former pres- 
ident and Democratic Party 
opposition leader Sali Berisha. 
who accused the socialist-led 
government of electoral fraud 
and manipulating the outcome. 

He called for a mass protest 
later in the day in Tirana ’s main 
square, saying the “political 
mafia of the regime was poised 
to deliver a monstrous manipu- 
lation of the referendum 
results.” 

Zogaj. Albanian president 
Redxep Meidani's advisor, 
said: “.According to latest cen- 
tral commission counts, more 
than 55 per cent of Albanians 


voted ‘yes' in the referendum.” 

Since “more than 25 per cent 
of registered Albanians are 
abroad" and the average absen- 
tee level “is between 15 and 20 
per cent, it is easy to estimate 
that just a tiny part of the elec- 
torate supported Berisha's call 
to boycott” the vole, he said. 

Berisha said his own party's 
estimates were ihai “real 
turnout" was only about 30 per 
cent, which showed that the 
"referendum was rejected by 
the Albanians." 

But his allegations contrasted 
with the view of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) whose 200 monitors 
oversaw the vote along with a 
number of international 
observers, which Sunday put 
turnout at nearly 50 per cent. 

“The electoral process was 
held in a calm and normal 
manner." the OSCE chief in 
Albania Duan Everts told AFP. 

Another OSCE official, who 
asked not to be named, 
described Berisha as a “lousy 
loser." 


But one western diplomat 
shared Berisha's scepticism 
about the outcome. “1 do not 
believe in these results," he 
said. “Can you believe that in 
the country. 60 per cent of 
which is rural, where telephone 
lines do not function well and 
whole regions are cut off 
because of snow, one can 
announce reliable results on the 
same day? All those who pre- 
sent results are bluffing," he 
said. 

This referendum would only 
“add to tensions in Albania.” he 
3dded. 

Sunday's vote on a new con- 
stitution for the troubled 
Balkan state had been seen as a 
lest of public support for the 
country’s socialist led-govem- 
mem which replaced Berisha. 
whose parry boycotted the 
vote. 

It was considered crucial for 
the future of the country, tor- 
mented by chronic instability 
following an armed rebellion 
ueainsl Berisha's government 
in 1997. 

The new constitution was 


drawn up with the aid of a 
panel of experts in constitution- 
al law, linked to the Council of 
Europe, who said the text was 
“fully in line with European 
and international democratic 
standards." 

The constitution defines 
Albania as a “democratic 
republic" with a division of 
executive powers — legislative 
and judicial — a marker-orient- 
ed economy and guarantees of 
religious freedom and the 
rights of ethnic minorities. 

Albania has a large Greek 
community, estimated by 
Tirana at 60,000 and at 
400.000 by Athens, as well as 
significant minorities of 
Macedonians, Serbs and gyp- 
sies. 

Its 3.5 million inhabitants are 
70 percent Muslim. 20 percent 
Orthodox Christians and 10 per 
cent Roman Catholics. 

A constitutional vote in 1 994, 
organised by Berisha and 
aimed at increasing his presi- 
dential powers, was narrowly 
defeated in an 84.4 per cent 
turnout. 


Hun Sen holds the purse strings 
in Cambodia coalition pact 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's arch rival coali- 
tion partners Monday unveiled 
a government pact’ that sees 
two key ministries shared but 
leaves Hun Sen firmly in 
charge of holding the purse 
strings. 

Under the deal between the 
narrow winner of the July 26 
elections and Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh.' the portfolios of 
defence and interior will be 
jointly held by Hun Sen's 
Cambodian People's Party 
(CPP) and the Prince’s FUNC- 
INPEC party. 

However the CPP take the 
portfolios of foreign affairs, 
finance, commerce, agricul- 
ture. post and telecommunica- 
tions. planning, hydroelectrici- 
ty. public works and construc- 
tion. leaving them clearly in 
charge of (he country's eco- 
nomic affairs. 

FUNCINPEC secure the 
sought-after justice, informa- 
tion and civil aviation min- 
istries, and also the lesser 
prized ministries of culture and 
fine an. tourism, religion, rural 
development, education and 
sport, public health and 
women's affairs. 

Under the pact, announced 


by a smiling Hun Sen follow- 
ing hours of talks with Prince 
Ranariddh, there is also one 
deputy prime minister from 
each party. 

“Next Monday the new gov- 
ernment can be formed," an 
upbeat and smiling Hun Sen 
told reporters. “There are very 
few remaining issues to be 
solved between now and then.” 

Officials said the list of cabi- 
net ministers was scheduled to 
be announced before Monday. 

When asked if there were 
expectations of a faq-moving 
government following months 
of political deadlock.'Hun Sen 
said the new pact could be 
likened to a pregnant elephant 

“When she gives birth she 
has to run fast." he noted 

The deal comes just over one 
year after a their last coalition 
pact collapsed amid brief but 
bloody fighting and mutual 
hatred 

Prince Ranariddh and Hun 
Sen ruled as co-premiers fol- 
lowing the United Nalions- 
sponsored polls of 1993, hat 
the deal collapsed in July 
1997. after fighting in which 
Hun Sen gained the upper 
hand. 

Hinting that the rivalry 


between the two was far from 
over. Hun Sen said political 
pragmatism had led him to 
work with the opposition. 

“We can reject Pol Pot but 
cannot reject legally elected 
politicians." he said following 
the formal signing of the coali- 
tion pact. 

In a deal agreed last week. 
Hun Sen becomes prime min- 
ister and Prince Ranariddh 
becomes chairman of the 
national assembly, or parlia- 
mentary speaker. 

Former parliamentary chair- 
man and CPP president Chea 
Sim moves to become chair- 
man of a new senate body, tak- 
ing with him the post of acting 
hcid of state in the absence of 
die ailing King Norodom 
Sihanouk, currently in Beijing 
for medical treatment. 

There are no posts in the 
coalition government for out- 
spoken dissident Sam Raiasy. 
whose party secured 15 seals 
in the 122 seat parliament 

Sam Ruinsy’s self-named 
party was allied to FUNCIN- 
PEC following the July 26 
polk alleging the elections 
were manud by fraud and 
intimidation and taking rowdy 
protests to die streets of the 


capital 

A statement received from 
Sam Rainsy Monday said the 
former finance minister will 
return to Cambodia Tuesday, a 
day ahead of the convening of 
the national assembly, even 
though he complains security 
assurances from Hun Sen are 
inadequate. 

Despite his concerns, the 
statement said Sam Rainsy 
planned to visit sites in the 
capita) where his supporters 
have been killed or injured 
during anti-govcrnmeni 
demonstrations. 

Sam Rainsy has kept out of 
the country since the swearing 
in of parliament on SepL 24. a 
day maned by a grenade 
attack on a CPP motorcade 
later blamed on opposition 
leaders. 

Hun Sen narrowly won the 
elections but did not gain 
enough seats to rule alone, and 
badly needs a coalition gov- 
ernment to secure international 
recognition for his government 
including Cambodia's scat in 
die United Nations and mem- 
bership of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Police, army attacked irt.tt jij ggg 


BELFAST (AFP) — Police and array officeixd^^er^ 
attack in two Roman Catholic areas of Nothin J 

Sunday and early Monday, a police spokesman MbijS; ' 

In Luigan. southwest of Belfast, police tetebated.^pS 
bullets on being attacked with petrol bombs by a. crowd ofm^ 
than 50 when called to investigate reports of a suspected bon* 
The alert later turned ouno be a hoax. And mQossmag] Qu 
staunchly pro-united Ireland town near the Irish bordea; aiojw 
police and army patrol was airlifted to safety 
by another mob. A police spokesman said the ji^sectttity 
patrol of six was passing a bar when more foan 2ff inea dan* 
out and began trying to kick and punch the officers; Some suf- 
fered cuts and bnrises. The spokesman said the patrbl fireitwo 
warning shots and was then airlifted from a neatly field 

Far right suffers setback V 
in French by-elections ^ 

PARIS (R) — France's far-right National From Wsuffetfcfa 
Setback in the first round of three parliamentary by-^elcciionj 
marked by high abstention Sunday, with its canfodatesdailia, 
to qualify for foe run-off. In all three constituencies, a -member 
of President Jacques Chirac’s Gaullist party will fkx: amember 
of Prime Minister Lionel Jospin’s Socialist Baity in nof 
Sunday’s run-off for seats in the National Assembly. NatkxaJ 
Front (FN) votes fell to .15.2 per cent from 19.7 per cent injfe 
previous election last year in the Cote d’Or constituency, and to 
10.1 per cent from 13.6 per cent in Eure. In the Riviera capita! 
Nice, the National Front candidate slightly increased Us per- 
centage of votes to 25 .5 from 22.$ per cent. But due.tolow li 
voter participation, he failed to win foe number of votes nwf. |j 
ed to qualify for the second round. Tbe FN has. been beset j 
recently by internal bickering over who would lead its slatein i 
next June's elections to tbe European Parliament. FN leader i 
Jean-Marie Le Pen has brushed off a challenge firms his deputy \ 
Bruno Megret and said be would lead tire party in the poll ii ! 
Pen was last week declared ineligible for public office for a 
year for assaulting a female Socialist politician. But he Dk won 
a temporary reprieve by appealing to the Supreme Coca. _ ■ 

Socialist international executive 
body opens meeting in Geneva 

GENEVA (AFP) — The executive body of foe SatiSa 
International began a two-day meeting Monday morning to dis- 
cuss ways of dealing with foe global financial crisis. Mao 
Prime Minister Massimo d’Alema is attending foe meeting is 
the U-N.’s European headquarters in Geneva but Gennai[ 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder. French Prime Minister Land 
Jospin and British premier Tony Blair are not taking part. At the [ 
centre of debate will be foe global financial situation underde i 
theme “making global markets work for all,” die U.N. sad in i 
statement published last week. “Tbe discussion wiQ aim to out- 
line tbe response of social democratic movements in tbe face of 
global financial changes.” the U-N. said. Particular emphasis 
will be given to foe role of governments and institutions^ 
“securing a sustainable world economy." The meeting wfll also 
discuss the situation in Kosovo, foe Middle East, central Africa 
and in Algeria. The Socialist International groups 143 parties in 
120 countries and is headed by former French Prime Minister 
Pierre Maurpyj Tbe council its executive body, meets ,twi$ a 
year. The last such meeting was held in May in Oslo and & 
most recent congress took place in New York in 1996. ' 1 

Wounded aide of murdered J 

Russian deputy talks 1 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The wounded aide of slain Russian! 
deputy Galina Starovoytova was well enough Monday to talk j 
to doctors, who said he was lucid, ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. Ruslan Linkov. who was seriously wounded in tbe 
Friday night attack in which Starovoytova was killed, regained j 
consciousness Sunday and was talking to doctors Monday 
monring, the agency said. Investigators hope he will be able p 
remember something of foe assassination, though doctors have 
warned that he could suffer from amnesia due to tbe gunshot 
wounds ro the head and neck. Linkov underwent five hours of 
surgery Sunday. He has been placed under the guard of crack 
interior ministry forces for fear that the gunmen who killed j 
Starovoytova could attempt to permanently silence him as tbe j 
only witness to the killing. The murder of Starovoytova, akad- j 
mg liberal and outspoken opponent of the disastrous 1994-96 j 
war in Chechenya. caused shock in Russia and was condemned [ 
by politicians of all shades. 

Russian military officers 
sentenced for hazing 

MOSCOW ( AP) — Four Russian border guards offices hff' 1 
been sentenced to prison terras from 15 to 23 years for brutal 
harassment of young conscripts, officials said Monday. U* 
officers, who served with a bonder guard unit in the Far Easters j 
region of Chukotka, were convicted of beating and torturing 
their soldiers, leading to foe death of one co n s c ri p t border 
guards officials said, according to the ITAR-TASS re?* 5 
agency. The report did not say when they were sentenced:'n jc 
investigation revealed that the officers were regularly beatii® 
their men for minor offences, leaving them without warm 
clothes in temperatures up to -20 degrees C and denying then* 
food, the report said. Russia’s cash-strapped and demoralised 
armed forces have been plagued by the ritual hazing of younf 
conscripts by older soldiers and officers, contributing to b*' 
quent shootings and suicides,. According to official figures. 50 
soldiers were killed by fellow servicemen last year, and ab® 01 
500 committed suicide. 

Jaggers deny newspaper reports 
of marriage rift 

LONDON (R) — British newspapers said Monday tb# the. 
marriage of Rolling Stones frontman Mick Jagger and Tcud 
model Jeny Hall appeared to be in difficulty, despite denials 
from foe first couple of rock. The Sun newspaper said Jagg® 
54. had walked out on Hall, 42. and was staying in France where 
he had seen 3 1 -year-old model Carla Bruni, whom the singer 
has known for six years. The Jaggeis were reported earber foi* 
month to have disagreed over whether their ! 4-year-old datigh- 
ter. Elizabeth, should follow her mother onto the fashion^ 1 ' 
walk at foe expense of her schoolwork. ‘This row isn't about 
that.” a friend of the couple toIdThe'Sun, which said foe Jagg®] 5 
were to meet next week for "crisis talks". "They are findtofi A 
very difficult to live together and it looks unlikely they wiilg^ 
back together this time," foe friend went on. “For foe sake of 
children they will cry and keep the negotiatioiE civil” But tft- 
Daily Mail quoted foe Jaggers as saying: “We will work fr out- 
Tlicre had been rows before and foe relationship was far fo* 0 
over. Jagger himself had told friends that reports he had ra 30 * 
died his affair with Bruni were “absolute drivel”. A spofaesuia 0 
for Jagger was quoted as saying: “AH this talk of Mick and J® 1 ? 
divorcing is ridiculous and it’s been blown up otflof 
"Mick is in France and Jeny is in New York and they’ll be 
together soon ” There was no immediate comment from ^ 
Rolling Stones' London publicists Monday. 
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visits 
East Timor amid 
massacre rumours 


I 


JAKARTA (AFP) — An 
lojefoatiopal Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRO delegation 
was oo its way Monday to the 
Aias jegjon of troubled East 
Timor amid persistent rumours 
of a civilian massacre there, the 
fCRCsaid. . 

•fly trip win mark the second 
time in a week that an ICRC 
pun has visited the isolated 
aea, where . unconfirmed 
reports say several dozen and 
possibly hundreds of civilians 
woe massacred during an 
ladooesian army operation. 

During the first visit, which 
ended last Thursday, the ICRC 
was unable to prove the atroci- 
ty rumours which had started 
a ffiliating at the end of the pre- 
vious" week, sai d Toni Pfarmer, 
*■? V feoi of delegation of the ICRC 
in Jakarta and regional delegate 
for South East Asia. 

The rumours, supported by a 
lati from Dili Bishop Carlos 
jyjpe Ximenes Belo, caused a 
suspension in U .N.-beld meet- 
ings Cffl the forure of the former 
ftamguese colony between 
J&arta arid Lisbon now under 
way in New York. 

Anew meeting has, however, 
been announced for Tuesday in 
the presence of die UN. secre- 
®y general's special represen- 
tative far East Timor. Jamsheed 
Market 
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Hie meeting will decide on 
an eventual resumption of 
negotiations once the situation 
in the Alas region, in the south 
of East Timor, has been clari- 
fied. 

The Indonesian army 
announced last week tfaar it had 
ended an operation launched in 
the AJas area, some 200 kilo- 
metres south of the territory’s 
capital Dili, after an attack cm a 
police post by rebels. 

The attack cost the lives of 
three East Timorese soldiers 
fighting on the Indonesian side, 
and the resistance fighters took 
13 other government troops 
prisoner, of whom II were 
soon freed and two kept in cap- 
tivity. 

Pfeimer confirmed that the 
ICRC had offered its services 
to help secure their release. 

He also confirmed that fol- 
lowing the attack on the police 
post more than 140 people, 
mostly women and children, 
had taken refuge in a neigh- 
bourhood church. 

“We reminded the authorities 
dial it was their duty to make 
sure these people were fed, and 
they did so,” he added, stress- 
ing that die previous ICRC 
mission had seen the group 
alive and well in the church 
before it left Alas last 
Thursday. 



Clinton tells 
Pacific islands they 
are not forgotten 


President Clinton is given a flower lei as he greets the crowd in Go am. CJinton 
stopped in the US. territory of Guam for a six-hour visit after leaving South Korea 
and before returning to Washington (Reuters photo) 


Netscape, America Online discuss merger 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Netscape Co mmuni cations 
and America Online (AOL) 
said Monday they were “in 
regotiations" over a stock- 
fer-stock merger deal but 
that oo agreement bad been 
reached. 

The two technology firms, 
which issued statements 
Monday following a series 
of media -reports, declined 
to confirm reports that the 
deal had been reached and 
was wonh some $4 billion. 
‘The discussions involve a 
stock-foMtock, peoling-of- 
raierests transaction in 

which stockholders of 

Netscape would receive 
0.45 shares of AOL com- 
inon stock for each share of 
Netscape common 
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stock,” 
Netscape said in a state- 
ment. . 

There can be no assur- 
ance'fhat an agreement will 
be reached or a transaction 
cmsnmniated.” 

AOL also confirmed that 
it was in discussions with 
Sun ’ Microsystems on a 
development and marketing 


agreement for Internet com- 
merce and other services. 

Netscape, based in 
California, was to release its 
financial results for its fiscal 
year ended Oct. 31 at 2:00 
p.m. Pacific time (2200 
GMT). 

If confirmed, AOL. the top 
online service company, 
would buy Netscape’s site 
on the World Wide Web and 
its software business. It also 
would work with Sun to 
boost Netscape’s other role 
as service provider to big 
companies. 

The New York Times said 
the expected purchase — 
involving a swap of AOL 
shares for Netscape stock 
— would increase the 
power of AOL and Sun 
Microsystems against their 
main rival, software giant 
Microsoft. 

The effect of such a 
realignment on the ongoing 
legal battle between 
Microsoft and the U.S. 
Justice Department ' was 
uncertain. 

The government is accus- 


ing the Redmond, 
Washington, company 
founded by Bill Gates of 
using its clout in the operat- 
ing system market to win 
the battle against Netscape 
for control of the Inremet 
browser markeL 

Officials from Netscape, 
AOL and Sun are cooperat- 
ing with the government at 
the Microsoft anti-trust trial. 

Founded in 1994. 
Netscape initially dazzled 
Silicon Valley with the suc- 
cess of its Navigator brows- 
er. Later it lost a sizeable 
chunk of that market to 
Microsoft's Internet 

Explorer. 

In 1996. AOL bad consid- 
ered striking a deal with 
Netscape that would have 
made Navigator the primary 
browser for AOL's 14 mil- 
lion subscribers. But 
Netscape reportedly refused 
to change its Navigator to 
meet AOL's needs and 
declined a partnership. 

As a result AOL decided 
to go with Microsoft's 
Internet Explorer as its 


“default browser" and made 
a lesser arrangement with 
Netscape. 

Citing unidentified 
sources, the Washington 
Post said Monday that the 
deal would put AOL and 
Netscape in an excellent 
position to attract compa- 
nies who want to advertise 
online or do business elec- 


tronically. 

The deal would require 
the approval of Netscape 
shareholders and federal 
regulators, the Post said. 

The news of the deal came 
as a market research group 
said the market share of the 
Microsoft Internet Explorer 
browser has surpassed that 
of Netscape Navigator. 


AGANA (AFP; — 

President Bill Clinton 
Monday assured the lead- 
ers of Pacific states of the 
U.S. desire to strengthen 
links with their isolated 
islands. 

The leaders of Palau, the 
Marshall Islands, the 

Federated States of 

Micronesia, Kiribati and 
Nauru made special trips to 
see Clinton, who stopped 
over in Guam on his return 
from an official five-day 
visit to Japan and South 
Korea. 

Clinton also announced 
greater autonomy for 

Guam, as it battles with the 
effects of reduced tourism, 
caused by the Asian finan- 
cial crisis. 

“1 understand the chal- 
lenges that you are facing 
in building your 
economies," Clinton said 
in a speech after arriving 
from Seoul at Guam air- 
port on Air Force One. 

“I want to encourage all 
the presidents of the free 
associated states to contin- 
ue their efforts to promote 
growth and perform good 
governance." 

He declared that “the 
United States will remain a 
partner in building your 
economies." 

Clinton announced $150 
million in aid to help Palau 
build new roads and said 
talks would start soon on a 
new accord with the 
Marshall Islands and the 
Micronesian states. 

“For years our nation has 
enjoyed a close unique and 
beneficial partnership with 
the free associated states 
(of Micronesia),” he told 
the leaders. 


“The compacts of free 
association have enabled 
us to work together to pre- 
serve peace, to foster eco- 
nomic development across 
more than one million 
square miles of the Pacific. 

“It is a relationship that 
the United States takes 
very seriously." he added. 

Clinton highlighted how 
the United States bad given 
food aid to “residents of 
the Marshall islands who 
were harmed by U.S. 
nuclear testing during the 
cold war.” 

The grant to Palau will 
be used to build a 84-kilo- 
metre road on its largest 
island Babelofaob. 

“In less than three years 
important provisions of our 
compact with the Marshall 
Island in the federated 
states will expire. It is in 
our mutual interest to 
maintain and strengthen 
our ties into the 21st centu- 
ry" 

He said he hoped the 
renewal of the accord 
would be finished by next 
October. 

Clinton spent four hours 
in Guam after a visit to 
Japan and South Korea to 
discuss the Asian econom- 
ic crisis and security con- 
cerns over North Korea. 

Clinton was welcomed 
by Guam governor Carl 
Gutemez and met with 
local community represen- 
tatives as well as the 
Pacific island leaders. 

Clinton promised the 
people of the American 
Pacific territory a better 
deal from Washington, 
pledging more political 
autonomy, greater social 
benefits and the return of 


military land. 

“We will respond seri- 
ously and sensitively if the 
people of Guam seek a dif- 
ferent political status ... I 
will work to ensure that 
your voices are heard in 
Washington that you are 
treated fairly by the central 
government.” he told a 
crowd of several thousand 
here. 

“I will make sure chil- 
dren of Guam receive their 
fair share in the new health 
insurance programmes," 
Clinton said, adding that 
he would double the funds 
available for children’s 
education and health. 

Guam was a former 
Spanish colony which 
became a U.S. possession 
in 1898. It was the scene of 
bitter battles between 
Japanese and U.S. troops 
during World War II. 
Clinton placed a wreath at 
a memorial to the tens of 
thousands of war dead. 

The islands population 
of 150,000 have only limit- 
ed political rights and the 
tetri tory’s economy is 
struggling with the effects 
of the Asian economic cri- 
sis, as the governor high- 
lighted in welcoming 
Clinton. 

Gutemez has called for 
the lifting of restrictions on 
Hong Kong post-handover 
Special Administrative 
Region passports to boost 
tourism. 

The last visit to Guam by 
a U.S. president was by 
Ronald Reasan in 1986. 
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‘Tuberculosis and AIDS 
epidemic to sweep Asia’ 


Bangkok <afpj — a 

dwfly:. .combination of 

fcrttarralt&ilfTB) and AIDS 
already ’ devastating the 
African continent is about 
to, sweep across Asia, the 
"Odd Health Organisation 
WHO) said Monday. 

Asia 4s already at the cen- 
of. a world tuberculosis 
e pdemic nbw killin g two to 
feee million people a year, 
tori the situation is set to 
Set much worse if it is not 
^Sently - addressed, offi~ 
aalssaid.- .- 

. crippling economic 
^ sweeping the region, 
riuch already accounts for 
too-thirdsofTB casualties, 
^likely boost die epi- 
already, out of con- 
tool due to new drug-resis* 
^frTBrstrains. 

“By the year 2000, HIV 
^account for at least 14 
cent of all TB deaths (in 
said Richard 
“tongarner,- a senior man- 
officer for the 
IR programme. 

is bound to 
he told reporters 
of tire Global 
■bn" Lung Health 
» field in Bangkok. 

be a top priority 
r- “ we don’t stop TB here 
S*% we-will never stop 
... . ' 

Jl ; 4 ?%• where the HTV 
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less than 
■ y*^Jgp and is expand- 
S 4&naficaJ3y, only two 
cent-oLTB cases were 


attributable to HTV at the 
start of the decade, accord- 
ing to U.N. estimates. 

Pasahom Akarasewi, a 
director of the Thai public 
health ministry's TB pro- 
gramme said the incidence 
of the disease bad increased 
by two to three per cent 
annually in Thailand since 
the early 1990s. 

‘The HIV epidemic con- 
tributes to the TB burden 
(in Thailand) by 15 to 20 
per cent each year.’ he said. 
*ln the northern regions it 
contributes up to 30 per 
cent" . 

By weakening tne 
immune system, the human 

immunodeficiency virus 

(HIV'), which leads to 
acquired immune deficien- 
cy syndrome or AIDS, has a 
dramatic impact on the 
spread of communicable 
diseases. 

“HIV and TB are a deadly 
pair. HIV has already 
caused TB to spiral out of 

control in P art * of ^n 
This core epidemic will 
spread out across Asia and 
will exact a terrible cost, 

Bumgarner said. 

Africa, where HIV has 
spread widely since the 
lQ70s, already faces a dis- 
astrous dual epidemic, to 
1997, *e U.N. s AIDS pro- 
gramme estimated ttat 
Sore than five million of 
the 1 3 million Africans with 
HIV would develop TB. 
and that four million of 


them would die early deaths 
as a result. 

WHO epidemiologist 
Chris Dye said that a report 
by the U.N. health agency 
to be released at the confer- 
ence showed that Asia was 
already at the centre of a 
global TB epidemic. 

" He said six countries — 
India. China. Bangladesh, 
Pakistan, Indonesia and the 
Philippines — are currently 
responsible for over 50 per 
cent of the epidemic. 

Almost eight million new 
cases occur world-wide 
annually, 4.5 million of 
which are in Asia. 

‘The number of patients 
who will die of tuberculosis 
in this hour is equivalent to 
the crashing of a Boeing 
747 jumbo jet” said Don 
Enarson. director of scien- 
tific activities for the 
International Union Against 
Tuberculosis and Lung 
Disease, which organised 
the Bangkok forum. 

“The thing is it doesn't 
have to crash," he said, 
adding that cheap and effec- 
tive cures were available, 
but that political commit- 
ment to finance and sustain 
anti-TB programmes was 
lacking. 

Tuberculosis is a highly 
infectious respiratory ail- 
ment which results in 
growths forming mainly in 
the lungs, causing breathing 
problems and often death. 
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Nasty game 

BARELY A week after Iraq ended its boy- 
cott of UNSCOM a new crisis has erupted. 
This time, the problem revolves around cer- 
tain documents on Iraq's old weapons 
deployment programme during the Iraq- 
Iran war that UNSCOM wants Baghdad to 
hand over. The U.N. weapons inspection 
team wants to get its hand on these docu- 
ments to verify Iraq's military inventory. 

This latest episode seems to lend credence 
to the argument that no matter what Iraq 
does to meet UNSCOM conditions new 
demands will emerge as sure as day follows 
night It appears that there is going to be no 
end to this cycle of standoffs between Iraq 
and the UJN. The real issue that divides the 
two parties is, therefore, not Iraq's posses- 
sion or deployment of mass destruction 
weapons or the lack of it The fundamental 
bone of contention appears to touch on the 
future of the Iraqi regime. 

London is already hosting a conference for 
the Iraqi opposition. And Washington 
recently said it will provide the opposition 
with the necessary funds. It appears then 
that the two countries are considering new 
tactics to topple the Iraqi regime before the 
sanctions are lifted. The last American 
attempt to do so in 1996 failed miserably 
when Iraq went after the Kurdish rebels in 
the north and caught most Iraqis being 
assembled then by the CIA to topple the 
regime. This time it seems the game is more 
dangerous. If the U.S. and Britain is going 
to unleash the Iraqi opposition against the 
Baghdad regime then we will only witness 
more bloodshed and misery in Iraq. 

The U.S. and Britain must have realised 
by now that all efforts to unseat the govern- 
ment in Baghdad have so far failed and 
could only bring more hardships on inno- 
cent Iraqis and more resentment in the 
Arab World. 

The game over Iraq is a dangerous one 
that -might fragment that country and 
endanger the region's stability. It is time the 
two Western powers thought of new meth- 
ods to contain the Baghdad regime without 
starving the Iraqi people and driving the 
region to the brink every few months. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


.41 Ra Ts Fahed Fanek commented on the involvement of the 
United Slates and Britain in the latest Iraq debacle. He said the 
American administration has an inierest in the oil -rich region 
and it is seeking to control petroleum in the Arab World The 
crisis turned into a personal 1 battle between Clinton and 
Saddam Hussein, said Fanek. who charged that Washington 
wants to topple Saddam without any regard to the number of 
Iraqi people who will be killed. Fanek slammed the British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair for saying that Iraqi compliance 
with the United Nations is not enough. Next time Iraq will be 
hit without reference to the Security Council, threatened Blair. 
Fanek said Britain is seeking to fence Iraq to grant contracts 
to British firms after the sanctions are lifted. The writer lashed 
out at Britain for its poor record in the Arab region. He said 
Britain divided the Arab World, issued the Balfour 
Declaration, according to which Palestine was granted to the 
Zionists, it also invaded Egypt during Gamal Abdul Nasser 
rule. 

A1 Dustour's Jihad Mommani commented on the Lebanese 
position in the peace process saying that Syria Is controlling 
Beirut's foreign policy in enter to make political gains. 
Mommani's remarks came on the occasion of the indepen- 
dence day of Lebanon with Israel still occupying the southern 
part of the country. Lebanon is in a stale of war with Israel, 
said Mommani. Israeli warplanes are attacking Lebanon fre- 
quently. destroying its infrastructure and killing scores of peo- 
ple. said the writer. Lebanon is a puppet in the hands of Syria, 
and the Syrian leadership refuses to allow the Lebanese inde- 
pendence to act on the peace trade, because, he claimed, it is 
in Syria's best interest to negotiate with Israel and Lebanon at 
the same table. He said Lebanon cannot afford daily bom- 
bardments bv Isael while the Syrians are taking advantage by 
bargaining on their behalf. What else keeps Lebanon bound 
to the Syrian line, when it can liberate its southern part easily 
after Israel's latest offer? asked Mommani 


View from the Fourth Circle 


Rami G. Kho Uri 


The paradox of four years of Jordan-lsrael peace 



IT HAS been several years since any Jordanian official 
has spoken warmly and enthusiastically in public about 
the opportunities that peace with Israel has brought the 
Jordanian and Arab people. Why? How should we react 
to this fact on the fourth anniversary of the 1994 Jordan- 
lsrael peace agreement? 

We seem to experience a paradox or contradiction after 
four years of formal peace: there is rising Jordanian scep- 
ticism and frustration about normalisation of relations 
with Israel, while simultaneously Jordanian -Israeli rela- 
tions continue to become deeper and mutually meaning- 
ful in other ways. These simultaneous and contradictory 
trends should prompt us all to better understand the atti- 
tudes of the other, and to reject the easy option of racist 
name-calling and anti-Semitic nonsense by both sides. 

A rather flexible wait-and-see attitude defined 
Jordanian public opinion when the peace accord was 
signed in 1994; now that we have waited and seen — 
most Jordanians say — we do not particularly like what 
we see. The Jordanian reaction is worth analysing in 
greater depth, for it probably accurately reflects general 
attitudes to Israel in the entire Arab world. 

Jordanian attitudes to peace with Israel reflect four 
strands of perspectives within Jordan (which Israelis and 
others should appreciate as the first step towards building 
understanding on a foundation of peace L The first strand 
is the overall Jordanian national interest, comprising a 
wide range of economic, political, ecological, demo- 
graphic, and security issues that concern all Jordanians, 
regardless of where they came from or where they are 
heading to. The second Jordanian perspective is defined 
by those who manifest a novel and rather narrow 
Transjordanian nationalism; these Jordanians are particu- 
larly worried about usurpation of power from indigenous 
nationals, and that Jordan may be relegated as a perma- 
nent dumping ground for Palestinian refugees. The third 
perspective is that of the several million Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin; these Jordanians have legitimate and 
still valid legal and historical claims against the state of 
Israel, and they fear that their personal and national rights 
may never be adequately addressed by the current peace 
process. The fourth dimension in Jordan (which has 
become more clear in recent years) is the strong pan- 
Arab element in Jordanian identity: thus, all strands of 


Jordanians are increasingly uncomfortable that peace- 
making with Israel may be taking place at the expense of 
Jordan's natural place wi thin its wider Arab- Islamic hin- 
terland. 

Many reasons explain why all these strands of 
Jordanian thinking is predominantly sceptical about 
Israel, reasons that I would group into several broad cat- 
egories: a) the perceived lack of material peace benefits 
felt at family level in Jordan (jobs, water, etc.); b) con- 
tinued Israeli aggression against Palestinian. Lebanese 
and Syrian lands, homes, and economies, in the form of 
occupation, house demolitions, land expropriation, 
expansion of settlements, confiscation of residence cards, 
and other such illegal and demeaning acts (acts by the 
Israeli state and army, not by lunatic fringe groups); c) a 
general sense that Israel maintains an arrogant, superior, 
apartheid-like attitude to Palestinian and Arab rights, 
demanding that the Arabs guarantee Israel's security 
before Israel concedes Arab rights, and; d) a sense that on 
the most significant and visible issues of Jerusalem, set- 
tlements, water, land, refugees, and sovereignty, not only 
is nothing meaningful happening, but, even worse, Israel 
continues to unilaterally change realities for its own self- 
defined interests — continuously disregarding interna- 
tional law, U.N. resolutions, and the guiding peace-mak- 
ing principles of reciprocity and the non-acquisition of 
territory by war. 

On the other hand, Jordan and Jordanians have clearly 
enjoyed important benefits from making peace, includ- 
ing: a) Jordan’s borders are defined and it is no longer 
seen by Israel as a substitute homeland for the 
Palestinians; b) Jordan’s borders are peaceful, and rou- 
tine contacts are taking place in nearly 20 sectors in 
which bilateral agreements have been smoothly imple- 
mented with Israel; c) Jordan has gained important new 
water resources, major debt write-offs, a tourism boom, 
unique export opportunities, renewed interest by foreign 
investors, and substantial new financial aid, probably 
collectively worth over four billion dollars in total since 
1 994; d) Jordan mediates diplomatically between Israel 
and Palestine, thereby enhancing its own national stature 
and importance. 

So why are scepticism and mistrust towards Israel the 
order of the day among most Jordanians? Because most 


Jordanians perceive this peace to be rnateriaily aad polit~ 
ically disappointing to them, unjust to Palesfini^ ^i 
other Arabs, and dangerous if it means that Jotdan'siong- 
term well-being will require neo-colonial- vassalage^ 
makes us reliant on American-Israeii protection and aid. 

If I were to summarise in a single word this vridefenffi' 
of negative Jordanian attitudes to Israel, four years after- 
peace, I would say it reflects the widespread Arab re- 
ception of Israel’s continued and even heightened “ano-‘ 
gance" — the feeling that Palestinians, Jor danians and all 
other Arab must unilaterally and a priori submit to Israeli 
demands and guarantee Israeli needs, before Israel in tum 
meets Arab rights and demands. 

In the early days of Jewish history as recounted in^the 
Bible's books of Exodus and Deuteronomy, God repeat- 
edly called the Hebrews “a stiff-necked people”, mean- 
ing they were obstinate, arrogant, stubborn, inflexible, 
unrighteous, and resistant to God's moral covenant (see, 
for example. Exodus 32:9 and Deuteronomy 9:6). Today/, 
ironically, Jordanians and other Arabs make an identical 
criticism of the modern Israeli people, calling tbem-am>- 
gant haughty, self-indulgent, self-righteous, superior, 
selfish, and even racist vis-a-vis their behaviour with the 
Palestinians. God worked according to moral dictates. 
Contemporary Arab criticisms result directly and solely 
from how Arabs interpret the words and. actions .of the 
Israeli government and people. The parallels are striking, 
yet sad. They are grounded in realities that must be bet- 
ter appreciated. 

The moment demands that we Arabs and Israelis .dig 
deeper into the psyches and world views of the other! The 
easy course of action is to remain blind to the bad news, 
and to criticise or ignore the views of the other. The more 
useful approach would be to work harder to understand 
why the promise of Jordanian-Israeli peace has resulted 
in such an odd paradox of substantial quiet, private coop- 
eration and important mutual gains in many respects, 
alongside a rising and vocal tide of public criticism, dis- 
appointment and disdain in many other fields. 

The balance sheet of four years of Jordan-lsrael peace' 
is not all good or bad. it is both good and bad. The' rig-' 
nificant new element is that the public expressionsof the 
bad are slowly drowning out the private inclination to' 
engage in the good. 
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Space: The only ‘big 
thing’ worth pursuing 


By G wyune Dyer 

JOHN GLENN'S return to orbit late last 
month was NASA's best publicity move 
ever a 40-year-old space agency sending- 
a 77-year- old senator up to remind us that 
it is still in business. It was Pan One of a 
three-part spectacular whose purpose is to 
relaunch the whole notion of the ‘High 
Frontier' (though nobody would be so 
gauche as to indulge in that kind of phrase- 
mongering these days). 

Glenn always gave good sound-bites, 
and he did his job like the old trouper he is. 
(This is the man who remarked during his 
first orbital trip: “As I hurtled through 
space, one thought kept crossing my mind. 
Every part of this capsule was supplied by 
the lowest bidder.**) He also served as a 
kind of punctuation: the symbolic end of 
one phase of space exploration, and the 
start of the next. 

Thai began with Part Two of the 
relaunch, the lofting into orbit last Friday 
of the 20- tonne Russian module Zarya, the 
cornerstone of the International Space 
Station. That will be foDowed in January 
by NASA's.own first component. Unity, a 
kind of corridor-cum-airlock to which the 
other parts of the ISS will gradually be 
connected. And the New Era will begin. 

At least, that’s the script, though lots of 
things could go wrong before the space 
station is completed in 2003. Even Glenn's 
flight and the Zarya launch had to be timed 
to sidestep die Leonid meteor shower in 
the second week of November. There will 
be 34 more shuttle missions plus nine 
unmanned rocket launches before all 400 
tonnes of the station is assembled — plus 
at least 1,700 hours of ‘space walks’ to 
connect up all the bits. 

So somebody is almost bound to get 
hurt. “It's dangerous. It will always be 
dangerous. It ought- to be expected that 
people are going to die." said Julie Swain, 
a member of NASA's independent adviso- 
ry board. And Eric Christiansen, a NASA 
analyst, calculates that there is a 42 percent 
chance that one of the ISS’s 30 modules 
will be penetrated by a meteorite or a piece 


of orbital debris during its 20-year lifes- 
pan. 

To which the people actually taking the 
risks would say “So what?” There will be 
as average, of seven people on the ISS 
doing research of various kinds in five 
pressurised labs (plus various external sta- 
tions): a total of perhaps a thousand people 
who work there over 20 years. If one or 
two of them die building the thing, or in 
some micrometeorite strike on the module 
they're working in — well dozens of oth- 
ers will die in car crashes or falls in the 
bath over the same period. Being alive is 
dangerous. - 

But it is also exciting, especially if you 
belong to the select minority of people 
who understand what the space venture is 
really all about (and will do virtually any- 
thing to get the rest of us to support them 
in it). 

They will promise astronomers space- 
based telescopes that see farther They will 
tempt pharmaceutical companies with 
zero-gravity' labs for growing better pro- 
tein crystals. They console the nervous 
amongst us with the prospect of an even- 
tual space-based early-warning and 
defence system against meteor strikes on 
Earth. 

If space -based pornography would per- 
suade us to stump up more cash for their 
projects, they would gladly do that too. 
They have always been quite ruthless 
about their goal — and they are right. 

Konrad Dannenberg. a member of 
Werner von Braun's pioneering team that 
developed V-2 rockets for Hitter's Third 
Reich and then moved to the U.S. to spear- 
head NASA’s space programme, was 
always clear on the concept “From the 
very beginning our long-range dream was 
space travel starting with Mans. And Mars 
was only ever a beginning — true space 
travel really only starts there." 

We are a long way behind the schedule 
these people once thought possible. Do 
you remember the enormous wheel of a 
space station in the first orbital sequence of 
Stanley Kubrick's ‘2001: A Space 
Odyssey’? That seemed a perfectly rea- 


sonable prediction for 33 years later when 
Kubrick's film was shot in 1968. In fact, 
the ISS is at least two generations smaller 
and less ambitious than that, and it won't 
be finished until 2003. 

Never mind. It's going up at last, if the 
Russians can somehow be helped enough 
to complete their part of the job. And what 
h's really about is (of course) space flight. 
Manned space flight, to the Moon, to the 
planets, and someday, maybe, even 
beyond. 

They don't talk about that much any 
more, because there are too few politicians 
who lake the long view, and too many 
media people who find mocking copy the 
easiest kind to write. So all these engineers 
and scientists pretend to be hard-headed, 
practical men and women with narrow 
minds and tiny souls — but they are not. 

NASA has come up with a ‘New 
Millennium’ fleet of small, cheap space- 
craft, able to operate without much Earth 
guidance and driven by solar-electric 
engines ten times more fuel-efficient than 
the old chemical rockets, in order to meet 
the demand for scientific investigations of 
practically every planet, moon, asteroid 
and comet in the Solar System. It’s a bril- 
liant concept that keeps the clients happy 
— but it’s still not what the believers real- 
ly care about 

The real purpose of all this activity, as 
they see it, is for the human race to escape 
from the deep gravity well called Earth 
that we were born in. and to get out into 
the universe. It may be a 50-year project 
or it may be a thousand-year project, but at 
this point in our history it’s the only big 
thing worth doing. 

Those who know this, know it with a 
certainty that requires no further aigument 
With water discovered on our own Moon 
and the prospect of life on one of Jupiter's 
moons, Europa, (hey can see new incen- 
tives emerging that might persuade the rest 
of us to take the long-delayed next step 
out But before anybody goes very far 
from Earth, they will need an orbiting 
space station to build their spaceships at 
And now they’re going to get it 
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To the editor: 


I WOULD like to speak on behalf of all the Jordanians ar 
Purdue University in wishing His Majesty King Hussein 
a very Happy Birthday. His Majesty embodies the word 
courage, for even through rigorous chemotherapy treat- 
ments he found the time, energy and variance to make the 
Wye Plantation talks a success. . . . 

This shows that our King is always thinking' of Bh 
country and his people. Jordan is' the great flaripp that it 
is today because of the efforts, labour and care of His 
Majesty. I pray to God that our beloved King will return 
home safely in order to resume bis work in leading 
Jordan to glory. 


jam Neiarijar- 1 -'' 
fees in Herme*r. ;• - 

b'Stoo.ooo t 
wris." including - 
i wnumins p*.** *!. •*?:■ 
ad the prtTiier 
Ifjiot reverse the dsm- 
toee bv the cc-v 

¥ 

iactoer develtwen:. 
£ sealerv seized 
nk hilltop .i- 
fsy a pan of ihr.r 


over t 
•he ne 
hack. 

In l 
settler 
settlen 
hill ea 
The b 
mobile 
erator 
s: 

spokes 
rnllitai 
West l 



The Organisation of Arab Students 
Purdue University 
Indiana, USA 


Wa’el Sukkar 

^erfdentSkfed from page 1 


A shocking state of affairs 

To the editor. 

I RECENTLY visited Amman, Jordan, to participate in the 
8th international conference of WAMY on the theme 
“Muslim Youth and Contemporary Challenges.” I stayed 
in Amman for a week, but bad the opportunity to meet 
Jordanian brothers and sisters and enjoy Jordanian hospi- 
tality. 

I greatly liked your clean, neat and beautiful Amm an and 
its beautiful loving, hard-working, progressive and sincere 
people. I eagerly look forward to visit Jordan again. 

. But certain facts about Jordanian women made me ratfcer 
sad. I read with grief that the newly-established Family 
Unit in Amman deals with 60 cases of violence per mouth, 
mainly against women. Also, (J.T.. 24/10/98) many sui- 
cides among women may in fact be “honour” crimes. Just 
three days ago you reported that a 20-year-old innocent 
young woman was murdered by her father because be 
thought that she had lost her virginity, yet she was found to 
be a virgin. This news-item shocked me because in my 
country there are no “honour” killings of women in any oT 
the communities including Muslims. (Of course we “do 
have dowry killings where women are murdered by their 
husbands and parents-in-law for not getting more dowry 
from their parents houses. We do have strict anti -dowry 
laws but their implementation is poor. Women's organisa- 
tions in India are fighting against dowry Joltings). 

Are there honour killings of sons and husbands too wbo 
indulge in pre-marital and extra-marital sex? 

I fail to understand how honour killings, a barbaric prac- 
tice. can exist in civilised. Westernised, modem and pro- 
gressive Jordanian society? Are there no laws to prevent 
such murders? What are women’s groups and human 
rights groups doing to abolish this practice? ' 

If there are no laws, the Parliament should urgently pjf-S 
strict laws against honour killings and courts should award 
strict punishment against such murderers. 

Also, girts should be brought up with a sprit to figbi 
against their suppression. This can be- achieved only when 
they are educated and have self-dependent financial status. 
Furthermore, Muslim men and women should be tansjj 
that the Holy Koran clearly teaches that both men and 
women are equal, and commands Muslims to safegita^ 
the rights of their women. Those who violate womens 
rights will be punished grievously on' die “Day 
Judgement.” 

Dr. M. B. Misirj 
PoonarllJ^ 
India 
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The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions Jrat* 
its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. Letters intended 
for publication should contain the writer's fad name nnd 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld up° B 
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Regent congratulate Arafat 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hass an, the Regent, on Mon- 
day congratulated Palestinian' President 
Yasser Arafat on the redeployment of 
Israeli army from the West Bank in accor- 
dance with Wye River AccorcL 

During a telephone conversation with 
President Arafat, Prince Hasson stressed 
Jordan's support for the Palestinians in 
their drive to regain their legitimate rights 
on their national soil. 

President Arafat expressed gratitude to 
His Majesty King Hussein and the Crown 
Prince for their support to the Palestinian 
people, voicing the Palestinian people's 
appreciation of the King’s efforts at Wye 
River talks. 

President Arafat said that King Hussein 
spared no effort while recuperating in the 


hospital to extend assistance and support to 
the Palestinians. 

Prince Hassan briefed the Palestinian 
president on talks Jordanian officials held 
with Israeli Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon 
and Trade and Industry Minister Natan 
Sharansky. 

Prince Hassan also co ngratulate d Presi- 
dent Arafat on the inauguration of Gaza air- 
port today, stressing that the opening of the 
airport constitutes an important step that 
would help open channels of communica- 
tion between Palestinians and the world at 
large. 

The Regent said that His Royal Hi ghn ess 
Prince Faisal will lead a Jor danian delega- 
tion to take part in the inaugural ceremony 
of Gaza airport, paving the way for operat- 
ing flights between Amman and Gaza soon. 


Turkey and Italy continue!© 
trade sharp words over Ocal 


Vi- 


Protesters attack Palestinian leaders 


ROME (AFP) — Turkey and 
Italy traded sharp wends Mon- 
day as the diplomatic row over 
the attest of Kurdish rebel 
leader Ab dullah Ocalan con- 
tinued to poison relations 
between the two countries. 

Reacting to a spare of moves 
by Hukey to end economic 
and trade links with Italy in 
protest at Rome's failure to 
extradite Ocalan, Italian For- 
eign Minister Carlo Scog* 
namiglio said Ankara risked 
damaging its links with the 
European Union over the 
affa ir 

‘It is ce rtain that discrimina- 


tory moves based on political 
theorems, unfounded more- 
over. will not help Turkey to 
come closer to the European 
Union as it hopes," Scog- 
namiglio said in a statement 
released here. 

Since Italy said it would not 
extradite Ocalan to Turkey 
where he is wanted on charges 
of treason, Ankara has institut- 
ed several bans on trade with 
Italy and encouraged a senes 
of noisy protests against the 
Italians. 

The latest effort in this area 
was a decision taken by 
Turkey’s minister for commu- 


nications, Ahmet Denizolgun, 
to end transmission of two 
Italian television channels 
RAI-1 and RAI-3 on cable 
television in Turkey. 

Military contracts with Ital- 
ian finns and invitations to 
tender for public works have 
been withdrawn while boy- 
cotts of Italian produce have 
all been instigated inTbrkey. 

The dispute has deeply dam- 
aged relations between the 
two countries though Italy has 
lately been railing on Ger- 
many to take Ocalan off its 
hank 

Ocalan was arrested on an 


international arrest warrant 
issued by Bonn but tbe Ger- 
man authorities say they hot 
intend to file an extradition 
request yet " 

ftal?an Foreign Minister 

Lamberto Dim appealed to 

Bonn Monday stating that 
Italy “was waiting for Ger- 
many to do somethfog" about 
the Ocalan affair: 

Ankara holds Ocalan 
responsible for more than 
30,000 deaths since 1984 dur- 
ing the PICK’S armed cam- 
paign for independence. 

Despite Ankara’s repeated 
demands to Italy for Ocalan’s 


extradition, die Italian authori- 


be extradited to Tbdrey where 
he could face foe deafo penal- 
ty. 

Ocalan remained Monday - 
under police survriflance at a 
secret address in Italy having 
been moved at the weekend A 
special commis sion is to con- 
sider this week his appeal for 
pofitical asyfumin fiajy,. 

The rebel leader himself has 
called for help from Europe .to 
pressure Thrkey into using his 
prpficameatt as a way to settle 
the Kunfish issue through a 
political sedfexnenL 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Palestinian official in 
charge of the prisoner issue, 
His ham Abdul Razak, met 
with a senior official from 
the Israeli internal security 
mini stry Monday in Tel 
Aviv but failed to resolve 
the dispute, officials said. 

“We need a summit-level 
meeting to agree on clear 
criteria for choosing the 
prisoners to be released,” 
Abdul Razak told AFP after 
the meeting, adding that no 
further encounters on the 
issue were planned. 

He submitted a list of 
Pales tinian prisoners who 
are held for their political 
activities but were not 
involved in violent attacks 


on Israelis and said it was 
up to Israel to release 150 
of them. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu held firm to his 
hard line on Monday. 

“There is no give on this 
equation, these are not 
political prisoners, they are 
not in [jail] for their politi- 
cal views, they are in there 
because they committed 
heinous crimes,” he told a 
group of foreign reporters. 

“These people murdered 
people, blew up people, 
murdered babies with 
grenades, and that is some- 
thing that is intolerable." he 
said. 

“It is intolerable for soci- 
ety, and it's intolerable for 
peace that murderers 


should go free." he said. 

Mounting popular anger 
over the emotional prisoner 
issue in the Palestinian 
areas had undermined 
attempts by Arafat's team 
to portray the Wye River 
agreement as an important 
step in the march towards 
hoped-for independence. 

In addition to the march 
in Gaza City, a Bethlehem- 
based prisoner support 
group issued a furious 
statement Monday 

denouncing Abbas and his 
fellow negotiators Saeb 
Erekat and Ahmad- Qoureia 
as “dealers and gamblers 
who have c limb ed down on 
the most sacred and impor- 
tant issue." 


Jordanian-lsraeli talks overshadowed by trade with Palestinians 


(Continued from page 1) 

“It is not ideal but at least 
we know now that there is a 
place, a merhanigm by which 
these things can be consid- 
ered and discussed in the 
future,” said the Israeli offi- 
cial. 

Jordan’s trade with the West 
Bank stood at JD35 milli on in 
1997, -of which only JD12.1 


milli on woe Jordanian 
exports to the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. The World Bank has' 
identified Jordan’s unde with 
tiie West Bank as “crucial” to 
rejuvenating Jordan’s econo- 
my, listing in the wake of 
UN. economic sanctions on 
Iraq, oace the Kingdom's 
largest bilateral trading part- 
ner. 

Sharansky meanwhile said 


that Israel “has responded 
positively to all that Jordan 
has asked for." 

“Tbday’s decisions will help 
in implementing agreements 
between Jordan and the Pales- 
tinian Authority and Jordan 
and Israel,” Sharansky said 

During the meeting Minis- 
ter of Trade & Industry 
Mohammad Saleh, Hourani 
and Sharansky signed a joint 


letter seeking U-S* approval to 
increase the number of Quali- 
fying Industrial Zones in Jor-. 

Han 

According to an Israeli 
trade ministry official land 
also agreed to lower its 
required content input from 
11.7 percent to eight percent 
for a five-year period The 
source said that Israeli content 
input for high tech goods will 


be reduced to seven per cent 
Jordan and Israel in August 
agreed that to encourage Jor- 
■danim investment at the zone, 
the Israeli input requirement 
would be reduced, tat foiled 
to agree on tiie duration of the 
reduction- Jordan sought a 
long-term reduction while 
Israel sought to reduce its 
input for only a yean 


Iraq steps up attacks on Butler 


Netanyahu visits West Bank settlement 


(Continued from page 1) 

Despite Netanyahu's 
promises to Hermesh for 
another $600,000 for “var- 
ious needs.” including a 
new swimming pool, set- 
tlers said the premier 
could not reverse the dam- 
age done by the peace 
accord. 

In another development 
Jewish- settle^ seized 
West Batik hilltop on' 
Monday as part of their 


campaign to gain control 
over more land ahead of 
the next Israeli troop pull- 
back. 

In Monday’s takeover, 
settlers of the Elon Moreh 
settlement drove a bus to a 
hill east of the community. 
The bus was used as a 
mobile home, with a gen- 
erator providing electrici- 
^■/‘smd 'Fetef’ Ldrhef,'’ 
.spokesman for jhe Israeli . 
‘military government in me 
West Bank. 


The government consid- 
ers the settler outpost ille- 
gal because it is outside 
die boundaries of Elou 
Moreh, Lerner said. It was 
not clear whether Israeli 
troops would order settlers 
to leave. 

Earlier this month. 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ariel Sharon encouraged 
die 1 settlers; saying they 
“should move, sboedd run, 
should grab more bills, 
expand the territory.” 


(Continued from page 1) 

Qaysi denied his country 
was blocking access to 
UNSCOM because, he insist- 
ed, it had already handed over 
tonnes of paperwaric, or more 
than two min i nn documents, 
according to another Iraqi 

Opening a channel of diar 
logue as Washington and Lon- 
don held off on renewing 
threats of inilitaiy force if Iraq 
fell out of line, UN. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan's special 
envoy returned to Baghdad on 
Monday. 

'Prakash Shah., an Indian' 
diplomat "whore job is _to 
avoid a breakdown in cdta- 
miimcation between the Unit- 


Regent’s talks with Sharon touch on final status issues 


' (Continued from page 1) 

ii 

‘ “The government of 
Israel will make every 
effort...to try to reach an 
agreement which will be 
good for us and good for 
the Palestinians," said 
Sharon. 

Official talks between 
the Palestinians and 
Israelis on the permanent 
agreement began a few 
days ago in Jerusalem, said 
Sharon, adding; “and we 
are going to continue until 
we find an answer.” 

Both Khatib and Sharon 
said yesterday's discus- 
sions on final status issues 
were not in-depth. Offi- 
cials at the meetings told 
The Jordan Times the talks 
• are “very general at this 
point," and that no specific 
final status issues have 
been raised so far. 

Emphasising Jordan's 
interest in any final status 
outcome, Khatib said the 
Kingdom needs to be con- 
sulted on every detail rele- 
vant to its national inter- 
ests. “This is what we dis- 
cussed today, and we know 
that the Palestinian side 
and the Israeli side recog- 
nise the legitimate con- 
cerns of Jordan in final sta- 
tus issues, and they are 
both determined to contin- 
ue to consult with Jordan 
and to coordinate very 
closely with (the country) 
on these- issues.” 

Jordanian officials said 
that they have made their 
interests in any final status 
outcome very clear to the 
PNA. Israel ’and the U.S., 
and that all sides have 
shown “understanding" of 
the Kingdom's concerns. 
They said Jordan has 
received assurances from 
ail parties concerned that it 
would be kept informed of 
all discussions and every 
decision made between the 
Palestinians and Israelis in 
relation to final status mat- 
ters. 

! One official told the Jor- 
dan Times that it is accept- 
ed by all sides that the 
Kingdom must approve of 
any decisions made 


between the Palestinians 
and Israelis in final status 
discussions affecting foe 
country. 

But observers remain 
unclear on how Jordan will 
have its interests secured 
in the final status deal 
without actually taking 
part in foe bilateral negoti- 
ations and without appear- 
ing to pose a challenge to 
foe PNA. 

An official told foe Jor- 
dan Times that the “modal- 
ities and mechanisms" for 
Jordan’s involvement in 
final status negotiations 
have not yet been decided, 
but that this may come up 
in discussions with foe 
PLO’s deputy leader Mah- 
moud Abbas, who is 
expected to hold talks with 
Crown Prince Hassan- and 
Tarawa eh in Amman 
today. 

Asked if the Kingdom 
believes the “Jordan is 
Palestine” option has been 
abandoned by Sharon, who 
publicly advocated the 
idea until very recently. 
Tarawneh said; “The issue 
of foe alternative home- 
land (for foe Palestinians) 
is not on the agenda at all. 
The circumstances have 
now changed completely 
since foe b eginning of foe 
peace process, and there is 
a fundamental change in 
the Israeli position on this 
matter.” 

Sharon, who is holding 
foe final status file in the 
Israeli government and is 
in charge of foe Jordanian- 
lsraeli portfolio, has few 
fans in Jordan, but is nev- 
ertheless seen by foe gov- 
ernment as having signifi- 
cant political clout in 
Israel and of being able to 
deliver foe bilateral goods. 

Still, at a tense moment 
during yesterday’s press 
conference, a Jordanian 
journalist asked Sharon 
why Israel is refusing to 
release Palestinian prison- 
ers alleged to have Israeli 
“blood on their hands,” 
when Israeli officials 
themselves have foe blood 
of Palestinian refugees 
massacred in 1982 at foe 


Sabra and Shatila camps, 
as well as other Palestinian 
blood, on their hands. 

Sharon, who was 
Defence Minister during 
Israel’s invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982; said that 
“not a single Israeli soldier 
or official took part in 
wbat happened in Sabra 
and Shatila... every one 

knows that what happened 
(in foe camps) was an 
attack by armed Christian 
Arabs on armed Muslim 
Arabs.” 

Palestinian prisoners, 
whether Hamas, Fateh, or 
others, “with blood on 
their hands'’ wifi not be 
released, added Sharon. 


“We do not release, and 
will not release those 
detained, Whether they 
have killed Israelis, Arabs, 
or any other person." 

Meanwhile, Tarawneh 
said that the issue of the 
Palestinian prisoners must 
be taken with “utmost seri- 
ousness as it is very impor- 
tant matter” that would 
psychologically reflect on 
Palestinian-Israeli ties, 
adding that King Hussein 
focused on this issue and 
tried to release the greatest 
number of prisoners dur- 
ing his involvement at foe 
Wye plantation deal. 
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ed Nations and Iraq, said he 
would meet top-level officials. 

Iraq -has offered to show 
UNSCOM a key document 
on chemical stockpiles but 
oaly in foe presence of Shah. 

Stepping up Iraq's attacks 
on Butler, Qaysi accused the 
UNSCOM chief of wanting to 
"manipulate foe riming ... and 
concept of foe comprehensive 
review, be dictates foe timing, ' 
he dictates foe inputs.” 

Baghdad has been promised 
a comprehensive review of foe 
UN. sanctions imposed in 
1990 in return far full cooper- 
ation with UNSCOM. 

Bader - dsked for 12 
weapons documents in one of 
force letted he sent to Iraq last 
week. 


But Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said A1 Sahhaf 
cm Sunday said Butler was 
“asking foe impossible” of 
Baghdad with his demands 
for more weapons documents. 

“We have handed over all, 
all available documents," he 
said. 

Despite the tension, Butler 
has played down talk of mili- 
tary action while standing 
firm on his request for foe 
documents. 

And US. Defence Secre- 
tary William Cohen said 
Monday “foe full spectrum” 
of Iraqi cooperation with UN. - 
arms inspectors would be 
considered before Washing- 
ton opted to use force. . 


Lawyer likely tor press 
attempted murder charges 


(Continued from page 1) 

Ta’apmeb said -fob vie-, 
tun has hheged/foat the 
abuse did not occur until 
the daughter left the coun- 
try, and ended only days 
before her return when 
another daughter of foe 
employer left foe woman 
on . foe . doorstep of 
Kokash’s home. 

- According to Kokash, 
the employer has not com- 
pleted the woman’s work- 
:ifrg nor p&d 1 ' 

any "W^jes,' although yhe*- 
hhA beea*eaaipjioyedr>HBTfoe-« 
home since Nov. I. 1997. 


The Sri Lankan embassy 
yesterday said that no Jor- 
danian official has 
enquired about the 
woman's case, but that the 
embassy had yet to file a 
complaint with the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs. 

“We will wait to see 
what course the criminal 
prosecution will take," 
said an embassy official. 
“If we do not feel that jus- 
tice is being sought in 
‘^accordance With- the -law f 
... we wflk pursue this matter 
.«• through. , , /diffprept ■chan- 
nels/’ 
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Oil crisis shakes Arab Gulf economies, pushes refci 


DUBAI (R) — Cautious 
Saudi Arabia, once awash 
with petrodollars, has made 
a rare appeal for more for- 
eign investment in its jeal- 
ously guarded energy sec- 
tor. 

Iran, another giant Gulf 
oil producer, is negotiating 
with creditors for S3 billion 
in loans to stave off debt 
default. 

The slump in world crude 
prices is piling the pressure 
on the oil-driven Gulf, forc- 
ing conservative govern- 
ments to rein in spending 
and open up traditionally 
closed economies. 

"I see a slow motion cri- 
sis going on in this port of 
the world that won't end 
unlit real reforms are in 


Survey 
finds high 
Nordic sex 
divisions 
of labour 

GENEVA (R) — Sexual 
segregation in the Nordic 
labour markets is substan- 
tially higher than in many 
other industrialised nations 
despite progressive gender 
policies, an International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) 
study has said. 

Although Nordic women 
comprise a high percentage 
of the workforce, many are 
still stuck with low-status, 
often insecure and poorly 
paid work, the survey said. 

It said the level of tradi- 
tional sex divisions of 
labour in Norway, Sweden 
and Finland was higher 
than in other Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) 
countries. 

Female-dominated occu- 
pations in Nordic countries 
tend to be sexually stereo- 
typed. such as housekeep- 
ing. nursing and secretarial 
work, said the Geneva- 
based ILO. 

More than 50 per cent of 
Nordic women work in a 
female-dominated occupa- 
tion where there are at least 
four women for every man. 
Nordic women are more 
likely to be in lower-status 
occupations than men. and 
about 25 per cent were paid 
to work in occupations per- 
forming typical unpaid 
housework and care-giv- 
ing. 

The ILO gave no OECD 
comparisons or other 
details. 


place.” Gulf policy expert 
Gary Sick said in London 
last week. 

This year’s plunge in 
crude prices to 20-year 
lows on average, close to 
$11 a barrel, has rattled 
Gulf producers who depend 
on oil exports for three- 
quarters of their revenues. 

“If these low oil prices 
continue, it's going to test 
the proposition that the 
Arab Gulf states are 
immune to the economic 
laws of gravity." Sick said. 

For now. there are no 
signs oil market depression 
will ease. 

Ministers from the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 

(OPEC), meetine in Vienna 


this week, are expected to 
extend existing oil output 
cuts that have so far failed 
to lift prices. 

Alongside Saudi Arabia 
and Iran. Kuwait with bil- 
lions of dollars overseas is 
considering foreign bor- 
rowing, Qatar is speeding 
up government sell-offs 
and small non-OPEC pro- 
ducer Oman is reviewing 
spending. 

“We are changing our for- 
eign investment regulations 
in a way that will accom- 
modate the new era and the 
new realities in the king- 
dom,” said Abdullah Dab- 
bagh, a member of Saudi 
Arabia's consultative Shura 
Council. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, a 


man of few words, made an 
unusual call for deeper for- 
eign investment in the 
country's energy sector on 
a recent world tour, 
although industry insiders 
said this would be limited 
to downstream areas. 

Like other Gulf states, 
OPEC kingpin Saudi Ara- 
bia kicked out foreign oil 
firms during the oil boom 
of the 1970s. Some have 
since moved back to petro- 
chemical and other down- 
stream projects. 

“The government has to 
restructure the economy 
and restructure the finan- 
cial markets and restructure 
the incentives for foreign 
people to come and invest 
here — nor only in gas and 


oil but in other things. 1 ' 
Dabbagh said. 

Weak oil prices this year 
have cut some S15 billion 
from the $51 billion the 
kingdom was estimated to 
have earned from oil in 
1997. Economists expect 
the kingdom to post a S5 
billion current account 
deficit in 1998 after a $232 
milli on surplus last year. 

Gulf neighbour Iran bas 
also been making feverish 
efforts to lure more foreign 
companies, including those 
from arch-rival the United 
States, to invest in its 
underfunded oil industry. 

It has offered 43 energy 
projects to international 
firms in its biggest energy 
render since the 1979 


Islamic revolution. 

The economy is reeling 
from the oil fell- Its black- 
market currency exchange 
rare has dived to historic 
lows and, more ominously, 
the government is negotiat- 
ing with creditors for $3 
billion in bridge loans to 
avoid default on massive 
debts. 

“Iran is at a very critical 
point right now, because it 
used a lot of hard currency 
reserves,” said Bijan Kha- 


jehpour, editor of Iran 
Focus, a political and eco- 
nomic newsletter. 

‘"This may be the shock 
Iran needed to accelerate 
some developments...For 
the first time, people are 
debating and thinking 
about what would happen if 
Iran privatises oil,” he 
added. 

In Kuwait, some talk of 
recession as the year’s oil 
slide has shaken confi- 
dence. The bourse has lost 



Euro zone to be engine of 
world growth in 1999 — O 
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PARIS (AFP) — The 11 
countries in the euro Euro- 
pean Union (EU) single 
currency zone will be the 
engine of growth in the 
industrialised world in 

1999 despite the interna- 
tional financial crisis, the 
OECD has said. 

“Real activity is ... 

expected to decelerate 
somewhat in the euro 
zone." the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) said 
in its six-monthly Econom- 
ic Outlook report. 

The OECD indicated that 
it expected the European 
Central Bank (ECB) to 
reduce the key interest rate 
in the euro zone to about 
3.0 per cent next year. 

But “growth should 
remain around potential in 
both 1999 and 2000, 
reflecting the continued 
momentum for recovery in 
domestic demand, and 
especially consumption.” 
Average economic gro- 
wth in the 1 1 countries due 
to launch the euro in Janu- 
ary is forecast to be 2.5 per 
cent next year, rising to 2.7 
in 2000, after 2.9 per cent 
this year, the report said. 

The 1999 forecast is 0.4 
percentage points lower 
than the OECD's previous 
forecast in April, but is still 
well above the 1.5 per cent 


growth forecast for the 
United States and 0.2 per 
cent for Japan. 

But the OECD revised 
sharply downwards its 
growth forecasts for two 
key euro zone countries, 
France and Germany. 

France’s economy is now 
seen growing by 2.4 per 
cent in 1999, down from 
2.8 per cent forecast in 
April, as the effects of the 
financial crisis begin to 
bite. 

Germany's growth fore- 
cast is also much lower for 
next year, at 2.2 per cent, 
compared with a previous 
forecast of 2.9. 

Ireland will be the fastest- 
growing euro economy, 
with 6.7 per cent growth in 
1999 and 6.5 in 2000. 
although this will be lower 
than this year's nine per 
cent. 

Italy is bottom of the euro 
zone growth table next 
year, with gross domestic 
product growth at 2.1 per 
cent, but can expect to 
march France's 2.6 per cent 
growth in 2000, the report 
said. 

But unemployment rem- 
ains a key problem, the 
OECD said, reiterating its 
oft-repeated plea for struc- 
tural reform of the EU 
labour market. It sees 
inflexibility in the labour 


market as being partly 
responsible for high Euro- 
pean unemployment 

Nonetheless, growth in 
the next two years should 
be strong enough to enable 
unemployment to be 
reduced somewhat, even if 
the overall level remains 
high, the report said. 

It forecast the average 
unemployment rate in the 
euro zone at II. 7 per cent 
this year, fallin g to 1 1.3 in 
1999 and 10.8 in 2000. 

The forecasts were based 
on the assumption that the 
ECB would reduce short- 
term interest rates next year 
from the expected 3.30 per 
cent on Jan. I to around 3.0 
per cent The report said 
rates would likely rise 
again in 2000. 

The OECD said that for 
the moment, as long as 
unemployment is falling 
and its high level is essen- 
tially a structural problem 
and not a direct result of a 
slowing economy, there is 
little reason to lower euro 
zone rates below the 3.30 
per cent convergence level. 

Because many euro coun- 
tries were above 3.30 per 
cent, the French and Ger- 
man level and the low point 
of the euro zone range, 
bringing all 11 countries 
down to this level for Jan. 1 
represents a 0.50-percent- 


OECD 


age point cut for the region 
as a whole. 

However, the OECD said, 
if the economic environ- 
ment were to deteriorate 
rapidly, monetary authori- 
ties should be ready to act 
quickly to ease rates, par- 
ticularly as there was little 
risk of inflation. 

It is predicting inflation in 
the euro zone of 1.6 per 
cent this year, 1.5 per cent 
in 1999 and 1.6 per cent in 
2000 . 

Budget spending should 
not be boosted to encourage 
growth, however, as the 
euro-zone members had to 
make more efforts to put 
their finances in order, the 
report said. 

Public deficits, limited to 
three per cent of gross 
domestic product for coun- 
tries wanting to join the 
euro, are forecast to fall in 
the euro area to 2.3 per cent 
this year, 1.9 per cent in 
1999 and 1.6 per cent in 
2000. but Ireland’s deficit 
will remain relatively high 
at 2.8 per cent in both 
years. 

Prospects for the euro 
will be examined more 
fully in a final version of 
the Economic Outlook 
report due to be released 
next month. 
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Singapore belatedly joins Asian recession club 


SINGAPORE I AFP) — Singa- 
pore has technically entered a 
recession and could plunge into 
negative growth in 1999 due to 
weak external and domestic 
demand, the ministry of trade 
and industry tMTT) said in a 
report 


It forecast a range of minus 1.0 
to positive 1.0 per cent gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth 
in 1999 after releasing third- 
quaner 1998 data showing a 
ycar-on-year contraction of 0.7 
per cent in the July-September 
period. The MTI said the “slow- 


ing momentum of key markets" 
like the United Stales and the 
European Union will dampen 
external demand for Singapore's 
products. “Domestic demand 
wfll also remain weak due to 
poor consumer and investor sen- 
timents. and weak corporate 


earnings.” it added 
Economists say Singapore had 
been able to hold off a recession 
longer than its neighbours have 
because of its strong economic 
fundamentals, high foreign 
reserves and negligible foreign 
debt. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


Peanuts 


ACROSS 
l Thin cookie 
G Biblical 
gardener 
10 Imitated 

14 Fopeye's Ms. 
Oyl 

15 Printer's 
measure 

16 Agitate 

IT Eleclncian, or 
eavesdropper’ 

19 Expectorate 

20 Feels ill 

21 (/-formation 
flock 

22 Top Hat- 
dancer 

26 Dnbbler. or club 
employee? 

26 Buys time 

29 Of teeth 

30 weasel's Hn 

31 Take a break 

32 Jacob's first 
wile 

35 Building add-on 

36 Property 
merchant 

39 Auburn U's 
state 

40 Oracle 

42 Lupino and 
Tarbeli 

43 Sea eagles 
45 Manta 

47 Face paint 
<18 Kitchen aide, or 
appliance 7 

50 Vacation spots 

51 State-run 
gambling 

52 Smooch 

53 Pot starter 

54 Recruiler, or 
cannibal? 

60 Venison 

61 All aflutter 
€2 Awaken 

63 Goofs 

64 Prescribed 
amount 

65 Bordered 

□OWN 

1 Golly! 

2 Boxing great 

3 Evergreen 

4 Night before 
Christmas 
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"If one sock always gets lost In 
the wash, why don’t they give. 
you three in the first place?" 
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By James E. Buell 
Fort Washington. MD 

5 Merchant 

6 Macintosh, e.g. 

7 Plunges 

8 High card 

9 Disfigure 

10 Weaponry 

11 Plumber, or 
tufted rod? 

12 Beethoven's 

"Fur ' 

13 Talk out of 
18 Affectations 

21 Potbelly 

22 Donkeys 

23 Hackneyed 

24 Busser. or 

middle-refief 

pitcher? 

25 No exceptions 

26 Outdoes 

27 Suspicious 
29 Put off 

31 B M m A m S‘H m 
clerk 

33 Alaska resident 

34 Window 
catches 

37 Emerald Isle 

38 Give 
confidence 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinar y words. 

SILLE I 
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Same (aces and 
places every day 

\_ 


Boring 

-/ 


Mutt’n’Jeff 
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41 Leaseholders 
44 Bariy movie 
studio letters 

46 Fuss 

47 Interlock 

46 Cutting edge 

49 Hermit 

50 Long, narrow 
crest 


52 M. Smart's 
arcftrivsls 

54 Owned 

55 Conceit 

56 Give the go- 
ahead 

57 Harbor helper 

58 Compass pL 

59 SiDy Skelton 
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^ review of news from the A rabic Press 

Agriculture is a source of income for nearly 
half of Jordan’s population — study 


** ACCORDING TO a study prepared by 
planning and development directorate 
at the Ministry of Agriculture, the gross 
domestic product of the fanning sector at 
tffc end of last year amounted to JD254.2 
million at current prices and JD153.4 mil- 
lion at fixed prices. 

The sector accounted for 5,5 per cent of 
ibe gross domestic product at current 
prices and 6.1 per cent at fixed prices. 

if activities relared to agriculture are to 
tie considered, the contribution of the 
faming sector in the gross domestic prod- 
uct would reach 28 per cent The study 
pointed out that farming is an income 
source to about half of the Kingdom's 
population and that the total number of 
Jordanians working in the sector is around 
28,000 among 100,000 non-Jordanian 
labourers. 

Estimates of agricultural trade were 
given as JD538 in exports and JD852 in 
imports. Exports of foodstuffs were found 


by the study ro be JD252.3 million which 
food imports amounted to JD787.5 mil- 
lion. The study calculated the trade deficit 
in the agricultural sector to be JD314 mil- 
lion and in the food area to be JD535 mil- 
lion. Consequently, the food deficit per 
capita stood at JD1 16. 

Statistics revealed in the study showed 
that the area of utilised farmland in Jordan 
is around 3.8 million dunums of which 
1 .3 million are planted with fruit trees, 0.5 
million planted with vegetables, 1.1 mil- 
lion planted with field crops and the 
remaining 0.9 million are not planted. 

Irrigated farmlands were reported at 

770.000 dunums of which 440,000 are in 
the highlands and badia and the remaining 

330.000 dunums in the Ghor (Jordan Val- 
ley). The study estimated that 700 cubic 
metres of water are used in agriculture 
with the amount representing 70 per cent 
of the total available water ( A1 Arab AJ 
Yawra). 


Saket represents Jordan at 18th annual 
meeting of Union of Arab Stock Markets 


** B ASSAM SAKET, chairman of the Jor- 
dan Securities Commission (JSC), repre- 
sented Jordan at the 18th annual meeting 
of the Union of Arab Stock Exchanges & 
Commissions which was held in Doha last 
week The three-day event, which brought 
together prominent financial experts from 
the Arab World, discussed various issues 
and methods to improve the overall envi- 
ronment of the Arab capital markets and 
particularly the Arab bourses. 

Saket chaired the first plenary session of 
the union meeting, during which, an open 


dialogue with the directors of the Arab 
bourses took place. The directors reviewed 
the current situations of their respective 
bourses and elaborated on prospects to 
enhance the performance and strengthen 
the competitiveness of the Arab bourses in 
die global financial markets. Two seminars 
were held in parallel to the union meeting. 
The first focused on the impact of the 
GAIT agreement on the Arab financial 
markets and the second discussed the euro 
and the impact of the global financial crisis 
on Arab capital markets (J.T.). 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Looks like you’ve got a good 
qppwtnnity, and if you’re obedient, you’ll most likely be suc- 
cessfttL33ds is not the opposite of strong leadership, by the 
way.^erbe§t ; Jeaders are obedient-to just about everybody. 
T hai's why makes them stron g. The , people they lead empow- , 
cr'fcmTand today your team thinks you’re absolutely awe- 
some. - • 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You may not recognise a 
good' opportunity, if it’s in an area that’s unfamiliar to you. 
You may have to learn howto do something different, and that 
could be a little scary. The pay should be pretty good howev- 
er Just, make sure you’ll be getting the money before you go 
to too much effort, 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21.) The moon is in Aquarius now, 
and that looks like a lot of fun. Aquarius is the sign of the 
scholar. Yours is the sign of die student. With the sun in Sagit- 
laius now, you’re most likely going to be interested in study- 
iog partnerships or relationships, or one relationship in partic- 
ular That certainly ought to be interesting. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) You’ll be more successful 
today doing work you've done before. Unfortunately, you 
ray have to do something over that you thought was already 
doe. It’s important to do this job right. There could be money 
bffliging in the balance. The closer you come to perfection, of 
oxtree, the more you'll get. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22 ) Your male or partner could come 
op with an absolutely bizarre idea today. You may think it’s 
tHficuksis, biit actually just the reverse is true. The idea just 
hasn't been completely worked out yet That's why you’re in 
tins partnership. Make the necessary cotrectoins and you’ll 
Fptably.be able to fly that thing. 

VIRGO; (August 23 to September 22) You may face a tech- 
okdpmhicm today. Don’t freak out if you don't know what 
10 do. You’ll figure it out Besides, you can get support from 
Jour partner. It ? U be emotional rather than technical, but that s 
aoportant, too. Meanwhile, don't be upset by a minor problem 
arhome.-lt'D be' easy to deal with once the place clears out a 

tittle. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) You're usually attract- 
ed to intellectual types, and today you could get an opportu- 
You’re learning fast, and there's a person who knows more 
you do who is especially fascinating. You've always had 
Stendepcy to be the teacher’s pet, because you ask all the right 
<pesions. Make sure you do the homework too. or this won t 

ha. ’ 

SCORPIO: l October 24 to November 2 1 ) You might fed like 
you don'thave any control over a strange situation at home. 
**1 that’s a feeling you hate. Try charting your way of look- 
®g at .it. That could affect The outcome. Don't fight with 
SCB ®body who has different opinions. Listen instead, and 
3 *bpt your own philosophy to incorporate the best of the other 

Peon’s ideas. - . , 

SAGrmiUUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 ) You re prob- 
ity a philosopher, not a scientist, but today would be a g 
% to study science, or even science fiction, much of w c 
Nmesfea. The eood stuff, anyway. The bad stuff could come 
^too; and that’s" where the philosopher comes id. It s up to 
Pj^ptelike you to steer things in the right direction. 
C AWCORN: (December 22 to Januaty 19) Necessity is 
j^ nkither of invention, and she’s going to be active in your 
Jisday. She niay be bossing you around, telhng yo 
^titeihs off those lists. There’s a lot of preparation 
®^iI5day, as you hustle and bustle about, watc . o y 
^^andsave money. You could discover some interesting 

(January 20 to February ISi You’re looking 
today. You’re creative and bold — just the 
(5 wanted to be. Even better, you've got a team that 
ty.your way. They're just waiting for you to 
to^ Conditions are similar tomorrow, so you cando 
like. Knowing you, you prooa- 

-traruaiy 19 to March 20) You’re ptoMygemng 

squnpy. Rush need to be followed- You what 

Switfrpeople who pulJ the strings and pro 
nt and need. You bate it when 
y’re talkm" down to you, and maybe ■ 

%too seriously and they’ll be easier to deal witn. 

of November Topaz Tiger s Eye | 


BMW sees 
difficult year 
in 1999 

BERLIN (AFP) — The Ger- 
man car maker BMW is 
expecting 1999 to be a difficult 
year in the face of an anticipar- 
, etj^lowggwn in the domestic 
market, a flattening off of 
growth in the United States and 
the uncertainties in the Asian 
markets, board member Horst 
Teltschik said Monday. 

Speaking in interview' on the 
Berlin-based radio station. 
lnfoRadio, Tehschik said that a 
decline in sales in Asia during 
the current year would be off- 
set by “favourable” develop- 
ments in other markets. As a 
result, “we’re expecting to see 
an overall improvement earn- 
ings for the year as a whole,” 
be said. 

The difficulties at toe group's 
British unit Rover would con- 
tinue to weigh cm BMW’s 
earnings for another three 
years and Rover would not be 
able to reach its target of 
returning to profit in 2000, die 
board member said. 

“We unfortunately will not 
meet that target at that point," 
Teltschik sad He declined to 
set a new timescale for the tar- 
get to be met but said Rover 
would return to profit "as 
quickly as possible.” 


Tobacco firm reaches 
agreement with workers 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The new 
management of the Jor- 
dan Tobacco and Ciga- 
rettes Company Sunday 
struck a deal with labour 
union officials promising 
to meet workers’ demands 
in the troubled company, 
a unionist said Monday. 

“After a three-hour 
meeting, the management 
and the union agreed on 
certain mechanisms to 
pay workers their saving 
funds, extra time dues and 
retirement compensa- 
tions,” said Fathala 
Emrani. vice president of 
the General Federation of 
Trade Union. 

The government earlier 
this year appointed a new 
management, comprised 
of the private and the 
public sectors, to reorgan- 
ise the financially-trou- 
bled company. The com- 
pany's crisis started after 
the Arab Bank moved 
against the 67-year-old 
tobacco manufacturer for 


defaulting on its debts. 

“The meeting was very 
positive, workers showed 
understanding of the 
company’s situation and 
promised not to overbur- 
den the management with 
too many demands at 
once,” said Mifleh Aqel. 
the director of the compa- 
ny. from the Arab Bank. 

“The company will pay 
workers' demands soon 
after the situation 
improves,” Aqel told the 
Jordan Times. 

Workers who left the 
company without receiv- 
ing their rights will be 
compensated. said 

Emrani. 

Aqel ruled out the pos- 
sibility of liquidating the 
company saying that 
option was “not on our 
agenda.” 

“The task of the new 
management is to put the 
company on the right 
track." he emphasised. 


A.F.M TRADE Monday,23-11-98 
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Companies attend pre-bid 
conference to build private 
independent power plant 


By Ghadeer Taher 

AMMAN — Eight interna- 
tional companies attended a 
pre-bid conference Monday 
to build the first private 
independent power plant in 
Jordan to meet a rise in the 
country's electricity con- 
sumption between the years 
2002 and 2006. 

The government is look- 
ing for companies to build a 
300-450 Megawatt (MW) 
power plant, in Samra near 
Zarqa. on a build, own and 
operate (BOO) basis at an 
estimated cost of $300- 
$400 million depending on 
the size of the plant 

Bidding will close on Jan. 
23. 1999. 

At the conference, Energy 
and Water Minister Hani 
Mulki, with the engineering 
and technical consultant K 
and M of Washington, 
D.C.. elaborated on criteria 
for the bidding, where the 
cheapest price for electrici- 
ty will determine the min- 
istry’s choice. 

The current generation 
capacity of the National 
Electricity Power Company 
(NEPCO) is 971 MW. With 
Lhe expansion of the Aqaba 
thermal power station, due 
to be completed next year, 
power generation will 
increase to 1.361 MW. 

Jordan can, for a price, 
also tap into electricity 
through the regional power 
grid. The firsr phase of a 
five-nation regional power 
grid linking Egypt Iraq. 
Jordan, Syria and Turkey 
will be inaugurated in 


December with the Cairo- 
Amman Line. 

Egyptian Prime Minister 
Kamal Ganzouri will attend 
the link-up ceremony in 
Jordan, where he will also 
co-chair with Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh the 
15th session of the Jordan- 
i an -Egyptian higher com- 
mittee. 

However, Jordan needs 
an additional 100 MW 
every year beginning the 
year 2002. 

Companies will be asked 
to submit two bids, one for 
a combined cycle plant 
based on diesel or gas 
depending on availability, 
and the other for a steam 
cycle planL which will use 
heavy fuel oil — a less 
environment friendly 

option because of the high 
sulphur content. 

While the level of interest 
jo the project appears quite 
high and could bring in des- 
perately-needed foreign 

direct investment, industry 
sources caution that “what 
is important is that compa- 
nies remain interested." 

“Asking companies to 
submit two separate offers 
is costly for them, and the 
fuel issue is still a concern 
for some firms, which pre- 
fer a combined cycle plant,” 
said an industry source. “If 
gas does not become avail- 
able. such a plant will be 
less , attractive because 
diesel will have to be used.*’ 

Gas could become avail- 
able depending on a posi- 
tive outcome of the govern- 
ment's negotiations with an 


American-Belgian consor- 
tium to build and operate a 
gas pipeline. 

AMOCO, a premiere 
American oil and gas com- 
pany and Tractabel, which 
have already secured 

Egyptian approval to lay 
underwater pipelines from 
Port Said to the Suez Canal 
and eastwards to Jordanian 
water near Aqaba, see the 
new plant as a “potential 
customer “ for natural gas. 

Both AMOCO and 
Tractabel attended the pre- 
bid conference. 

In August, the govern- 
ment qualified 11 compa- 
nies for the project. Ten 
firms purchased requests 
for proposal. 

The government's drive 
to open up the energy 
sphere came after the sector 
was restructured with the 
1 996 electricity law' setting 
NEPCO on a commercial 
track in preparation of sep- 
arating its distribution, gen- 
eration and transmission 
activities. 

Generation and distribu- 
tion are scheduled to be pri- 
vatised next year. 

Tractabel of Belgium, 
AMOCO of the U.S.. ABB 
a Swiss-Swedish firm and 
Snam of Italy in a consor- 
tium, CEA of the U.S., 
Marubani of Japan and 
Syth of France in a consor- 
tium, Ansaldo of Italy, 
National Power of the U.K., 
Intergen and Bechtel of the 
U.S., and AES of the U.S., 
attended the conference. 


Levi’s struggling to regain youth market 

plants will be affected. 

"Jeans remain the single 
most popular item in young 
people’s wardrobes, but the 
days of the classic, five- 
pocket model are over,” said 
Irma Zandl, who runs a 
youth marketing firm in 
New York. "Something clas- 
sic sends the clear message 
that Levi’s are only for older 
people." she added. 

The sinking demand for 
Levi's is clearly seen in 
Helen Bulwick's strategic 
retailing class at the Univer- 
sity of California at Berke- 
ley, when she asked how 
many of her students were 
wearing Levi's. 

“I’ve got 60 of their core 
customers in my classroom 
and not one was wearing a 
pair of Levi's, and not one 
even owned a pair," she said. 

Levi’s acknowledges that 
it's struggling to recapture 
the teen and young adult 
market, and trying ro win 
back young customers. The 
company has expanded its 
market research, even going 
so far as giving cameras to 
teens to photograph what 
they wear each day. 


SAN FRANCISCO ( AP) — 
It wasn't long ago that it was 
hip to be seen in a pair of 
Levi's. But not today; espe- 
cially among 15- to 24-year- 
olds who instead favour 
those that are less expensive 
or more fashionable — with 
flared legs, dark denim or 
baggy all over. 

That left Levi's scram- 
bling to woo young people 
to its brand again. On Mon- 
day, the San Francisco- 
based company announced 
new advertising and market- 
ing programmes that will 
aggressively target just the 
youth market. 

Levi Strauss and Co.’s 
roots date back ro 1873, 
when Bavarian immigrant 
Levi Strauss and tailor 
Jacob Davis crafted the first 
pair of blue jeans when they 
added rivets to work pants. 
For more than a century, 
Levi's was considered a 
mainstay — not just in 
American fashion but also 
an important part of U.S. 
culture. 

But times turned tough in 
recent years as Levi’s strug- 
gled to hold off increased 


demand for rival labels. 
Levi's sales fell from $7.1 
billion in 1996 to $6.9 bil- 
lion last year. 

Among the bestsellers: 
Well-known labels from the 
Gap and Tommy Hilfiger, 
newcomers like MUDD, 
LEI and JNCO and lower- 
priced jeans from Sears and 
Wal-Mart. 

“The other brands have 
been able to establish a 
sense of fashion and fashion 
excitement and newness 
even though it's die same 
old same old." apparel 
industry consultant Hairy 
Bernard said. “Levi’s has 
not figured out how to dif- 
ferentiate themselves.” 

A year ago, Levi’s said it 
would lay off 7,400 work- 
ers, more than a third of its 
North American work force, 
and close 11 of its 27 U.S. 
plants, to compensate for 
lower demand in the overall 
jeans market. 

Recently. Levi's said it 
would halt all production of 
five-pocket jeans for 60 
days beginning Dec. 1 . 
Some 4,000 workers at 
seven of Levi's 20 U.S. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE 
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Martina Hingis of Switzerland reacts after beating 
Lindsay Davenport of the U.S. In the Chase 
Championships final at Madison Square Garden. 
Hinges won 7-5. 6-4, 4-6, 6-2 ( AFP photo) 


Lindsay Davenport of the U.S. reacts after losing a set 
daring her match against Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland at the Chase Championships at Madison 
Square Garden {.AFP photo) 


Hingis thwarts 
Davenport to win Chase 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Lindsay Davenport will fin- 
ish the year as the World's 
No. 1 player, but it was 
Switzerland's Martina 
Hingis who finished on top 
in their season-ending 
showdown on Sunday. 

Hingis, displaced by 
Davenport atop the rankings 
last month, frustrated the 
error-prone American in 
posting a 7-5, 6-4, 4-6, 6-2 
victory over the top-seed in 
the best-of-five set final at • 
the season-ending 52 mil- 
lion Chase Championships. 

Hingis. who earned 
S500.000 for the victory, 
avenged a loss to Davenport' 
in the U.S. Open final and 
ended her own title drought 
of six months. 

She won only five tourna- 
ments in 1998, but finished 
the year as she began it back 
in January, when she woo 
the Australian Open. 


“It feels great" Hingis 
said. “To play in the 
Madison Square Garden 
was a big success for me. 1 
will try to get back the num- 
ber-one ranking next year." 

Hingis took control in the 
second set when Davenport 
was unable to capitalise on 
five break-point chances. 
Davenport saved one set 
point on her serve in the 
10th game and had two 
chances to even the set at 
five-all. 

But after a third deuce, 
Davenport hit a forehand 
wide to give Hingis the only 
break of the set and a com- 
manding two-set lead. 

Davenport broke Hingis 
twice in taking the third set, 
but Hingis stormed to a 5-1 
lead in the fourth. After the 
American managed to break 
Hingis in the seventh game, 
Hingis came back from 0- 
30 to force match point after 


two forehand winners and a 
forehand error by 
Davenport 

Davenport saved it with a 
backhand winner but netted 
two straight backhands to 
conclude the two-hour, 23- 
minute battle. 

Hingis went up a break in 
the third game of the open- 
ing set, but Davenport broke 
back in the next game after 
the Swiss teenager netted a 
forehand. Hingis saved 
three break points in the 
seventh game before hold- 
ing serve on a beautiful 
crosscourt forehand winner. 

Davenport fell behind 0- 
40 in the 12th game before 
rallying to deuce. But she 
was plagued by 16 unforced 
errors in that set. including 
two straight with her fore- 
hand as Hingis got the break 
and the set. 

The 1 8-year-old Hingis, 
who will lie second behind 


Davenport when the sea- 
son's final WTA rankings 
are released Monday, 
improved to 8-2 at this event 
as she won her first tourna- 
ment since the Italian Open 
in early May. She lost to 
Steffi Graf in five sets in the 
1996 final and fell in the 
quarter-finals last year. 

For Davenport, it was a 
‘bitter-sweet' ending to "a ‘ 
year that saw fter. win’ her. . 
first Grand Slam title in 
New York and capture six 
tournaments overall. 

The 22-year-old is the first 
American-born woman 
since Chris Evert in 1981 to 
finish the year at No. 1. 

“I tried my best today but 
it just wasn’t enough.” 
Davenport said. “She 
played great tennis and real- 
ly deserved to win today." 


Sydney 

Paralympic 

organisers 

admit 

overspend- 

ing 

SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Sydney Paralympics 
organisers defended them- 
selves Monday against 
claims they had spent 
three times as much on 
consultants than funds 
they raised over the past 
year. 

Sydney Paralympic 
Organising Committee's 
annual report reveals that 
A51-S milli on ($1.] mil- 
lion) was spent on fund- 
raising consultants who 
raised only A$ 623 ,440 
($393,000. 

SPOC chief executive 
Lois Appleby said 
Monday that revenue was 
not immediately expected 
to flow from the direct 
mail fundraising pro- 
gramme. 

“You spend a lot more 
than you make at the 
start," she said. 

However, she admitted 
they had dropped direct 
mail as a fund-raiser. 

Michael Knight, New 
South Wales state minister 
for the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics and 

Paralympics, agreed the 
organisers made a wrong 
1 choice in fund-raising. . 
i ,v They made a -mistake; 
it didn’t work out the way 
they’d hoped. They've 
learned from that mistake 
and they’re moving for- 
ward very successfully in 
fundraising,” he said. 

The Paralympics have 
since signed sponsorship 
deals worth A$25 million 
($15.75 million). 
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atp Tour World Championships 

Agassi looking to complete 
extraordinary comeback 



HANOVER (AFP) — 
Former World No. 1 
Andre Agassi is looking 
to round off his superb 
fightback from last 

year's dreadful run with 
victory in the season 

ending $3.5 million ATP 
Tour World 

Championships which 
begins here on Tuesday. 

The 28-year-old 

American, who beat 

Sweden's Stefan Edberg 
to take this title in 1990, 
started the year ranked 
122 but has risen to 
fourth in the world hav- 
ing won five tournaments 
and appeared in five 
other ATP finals. 

“I’m not interested in 
the number one ranking 
right now as much as 
proving that 1 can be the 
best player in the world 
again,” he said. 

"“I want to win big tour- 
naments, that- is the most 
important thing for me,” 
he added. 

British number one 
Tim Henman meanwhile 
is looking forward to 
playing a fuller part than 
he did last year when he 


appeared as a replace- 
ment for the injured 
Sergi Bruguera on the 
Friday of the tournament 
and beat Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov in the final 
pool match. 

Henman's $100,000 
payday for the victory 
worked out to nearly 
$1,500 for each of the 68 
minutes he spent on 
court. 

He then flew back to 
Telford in Britain after 
his victory to be ready 
for a semifinal at the 
British Nationals on- the 
Saturday. Henman, 17th 
in the world at the time, 
was the only replacement 
available for Hanover. 

This year, the World 
No. 9 squeezed in as the 
penultimate member of 
the eight man field 
through his quarter-final 
win at the Stockholm 
Open. 

“It's going to be a great 
field there. It's such a 
good event and I’m real- 
ly looking forward to 
competing strongly." 

Henman is joined by 
the big guns of the game, 


Pete Sampras. Marcdo 
Rios and Agassi, along 
with Spaniards Carfoj 
Moya and AlexCbrSij^ ; 
Slovakia’s Karol Knce^. 
and Kafelnikov. 

Sampras and^Rios win ■ 
be battling it out for who 
finishes die"':, year as" 
world . number 
Should Sampras prevail, 
he currently - holds Y 
wafer thin 33-points lead 
over the Chilean, he win 
set an all-rime- record of : 
six consecutive years as 
finishing World No. 1. 

Sampras and Rios will 
head the two groups with 
the top two from each.; 
advancing -into : 

Saturday’s semifinals, j 

Draws for the - round- j 
robin groups will be 
made on Monday after-: 
noon. The .final . od 
S unday is best of five 
sets with the winner col- 
lecting $700,000 in prize 
money. _ . 
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Austrian Hugo Simon on E.T. clears a jump to win the Grand Prix. 
International Horse Jump tournament in Stuttgart ahead of German Mi 
Mkhaels-Berbaum on SteUa (AFP photo) 


South Africa gunning for 2006 World Cup 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Minibus taxis 
careen through the crowded roads. 
Hawkers sell roasted chops and bottles of 
whisky. Inside the stadium, marijuana 
smoke wafts upward as security guards 
with whips oversee the crowd filling more 
than 50.000 unreserved seats. 

The fans at ihis recent derby between 
Kaiser Chiefs and Orlando Pirates. South 
Africa's two most popular soccer teams, 
sing and sway with African rhythms. 

Not your typical World Cup scene. 

But the day captured many of the pluses 
and minuses of die rainbow nation's bid to 
stage the 2006 soccer showpiece. 

Sceptics point to the country's high 
crime, bad transportation system, lack of 
wealth and disorganised national soccer 
scene. 

But South Africa’s soccer mandarins 
brush aside the practical arguments against 
holding the World Cup here, in favour of 
what they say is more important. 

It is Africa's turn, and Europe's moral 
obligation to a nation emerging from 
decades of racist rule, where the long- 
oppressed black majority lives for soccer. 

The World Cup “provides a vision, a 
focus, for a society in transition, which is 
moving from a divided past to a united 
future.” said Danny Jordaan. head of the 
World Cup bid committee. 

Jordaan cites the many African players 
now playing in Europe, the success of 
African teams like Cameroon and Nigeria 


in recent editions and the “life-giving 
force" that is soccer to the black popula- 
tion. 

The committee's news releases even play 
the Nelson Mandela card, citing the '‘inter- 
national respect of an almost unprecedent- 
ed level" accorded the freedom-fighting 
president. 

Moreover, Europe has had the cup nine 
times, Latin America five and the United 
States once. Africa? Never. 

England and Germany are in the race for 
2006. with other bids expected from South 
A meri ca. 

FIFA President Joseph S. Blatter is on 
record supporting South Africa's bid — 
provided its facilities are up to par. 

“There’s this sense in world football that 
Africa deserves to stage the World Cup one 
day." said Keir Radneage. executive editor 
of London-based World Soccer magazine. 
“That's not necessarily based on any logis- 
tical or financial common sense. 

It's more based on sentiment." 

The bid committee cites the country’s 
relatively good telecommunications, road 
network, sophisticated tourist industry and 
good weather. 

And as South Africa travels further away 
from the international isolation brought by 
apartheid, the outside world is arriving. 
South Africa hosted the 1995 rugby World 
Cup, 1996 Africa Cup of Nations and 1998 
athletics World Cup. 

It lost out on the 2004 Olympics to 


Athens. But Jordaan said the country's 
sports establishment decided to focus on 
the World Cup instead of another Olympic 
bid because it would benefit eight cities 
instead of one, and because many of the 
Olympic sports have no following here. 

But despite the sentimental arguments, 
critics say the problems may be too great 
for South Africa to hold the biggest, richest 
and most watched sports event on the 
globe. 

South Africa’s cities are among the most 
dangerous in the world. When the West 
Indies cricket team balked at coming in a 
pay dispute this month (November), one of 
their demands -was increased security. 

On the plus side, “You don't see (crime) 
in the stadiums,” said Molefi Mika, sports 
editor of The Sowetan newspaper. "You 
wouldn't compare what we have seen in 
competition in Europe." 

Despite the lack of European-style hooli- 
ganism. South African soccer is not 
immune to the occasional attack on a refer- 
ee or riot outside the tumstvles. 

Public transport is so bad that in many 
cities most commuters use private minibus 
taxis, the terror of car drivers and an indus- 
try riddled with factional violence. 

Stadium security is another issue. Under 
apartheid, the police ignored soccer — the 
main sport followed by blacks. So security 
at stadiums is handled by private groups, 
which lack the expertise and authority of 
the riot police who inhabit European stadi- 


The best stadiums in South Africa are 
owned by rugby, a complication, but not 
insurmountable obstacle, to the World Cup 
bid Soccer officials in England. South 
Africa's rival for 2006 along with 
Germany, have chafed at Jordaan ’s com- 
ments that European stadiums are relics of 
the 1950s and ‘60s. 

• Jordaan acknowledges that transporta- 
tion is a major problem, but is counting on 
independent government plans to upgrade 
the bus and rail system. The bid committee 
itself has a 60 million rand ($10.5 million) 
budget, all from corporate donors. 

As for crime, “eight years from now it 
will be something that belongs to our 
past," Jordaan said. The problem is. FIFA 
makes its choice in March of 2000. Formal 
applications are due by the end of the year. 

Jordaan sees hope in the composition of 
FIFA’s board — four members from Africa 
and four from Asia, compared to Europe's 
eight. The rest come from the Americas 
and one from Oceania. 

Germany and England could split the 
European votes, allowing South Africa in 
the back door, though Radnedge says 
South Africa shouldn’t take the Africa 
votes for granted. 


Sampras has sli 
ATP Tour lead 



PARIS (AFP) — ATP rankings releasecFc 


U Pete Sampras- (USA) . 

2. Marcelo Rios (Chi) . 
i 3- Patrick Rafter (A us) 

I 4. Andre Agassi (USA) - 
I 5. Carlos Moya (Spa) 

I 6. Alex Corretja (Spa) 

7. Karol Kucera (Svk) J" 

8. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 

! 9,. Tim Henman (Gbr>. 
j H). Yevgeny Kafelnikov^(Rus) 
i 11 . Greg Rusedski (Ghr£, 

[ 12. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 

I l3. PetrKbrda.fcze)'.'i ■■ ■ 

14. Albert Costa (Spa) .. 

15. Marie Phflippoussis (Aosj 

.16. Todd Martin (USA) «*.. v V 

17. Thomas Johansson (SSye) 

IS. Cedric Pioliioe (Fra) -V, 

[ 19. JahSiemferirik(NcdV; 
i 20. Felix Mantilla (Spa) 
j 21 . Alberto Berasategui (Spa) 

22. Th o m as Enqvist (Swe) 

23. Gustavo Kuerten (Bra) 

| 24. Jonas Bjorkman (Swe); 
i 25. Thomas Muster (Aut) 

26. Wayne Ferreira .(Rsa) _ 

27. Jason Stoltenberg (Ausj 

28. Byron Black (2m)* ■ - 

29. Michael ChangTUSAF: 
i 30. Francisco C3avet{Spa). 
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CINEMA 


TEL-46M144 


CINEMA 


TEL:46.Ml<tt 


CINEMA 


TEL.-56W238 


CINEMA 


TEL56T7420 


PHILADELPHIA '1' I PHILADELPHIA '2 


TELS934793 


Drew Barrymore .. in 


MAD LOVE 


Shows: 12:30,3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Morgan Freeman .. in 


PLAZA 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


i KISS THE GIRLS '■} SAEEDI AT THE 


Show*: 12.30, 3:30.6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 


[j AMERICAN 

!| UNIVERSITY 

j; Shows: 12:30,3:30.6:30, 
A 8:30.10:30 


CONCORD 


FEAR IS IN THE AIR 

'TURBULENCE AHEAD' 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15,10:30 
CQNCQRDJ32 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 3:30,5:30 


GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 

www.cns.com. jo/Galleria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 


cinema 


TEL- 5934793 


GALLERIA 1 GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 
Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 j I Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


THE MASK 
OF ZORRO 



the new pl*y 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Prince Hassan congratulates team 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, on Monday con- 
gratulated Chairman at the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mira’i 
Kaabneb on the Kingdom s 4th place finish at the World Military Taekwondo 
Championships which has just concluded in the U.S. The Regent also congratulated 
Ibiafann Aqil and Mohammad Nawwaf for winning gold and bronze medals. Aqil took 
first place m the heavyweight category, which included 1 1 countries, while Nawwaf 
took 3rd place-in the 67kg category, which grouped 10 countries. The national taek- 
wondo team is currently holding a training camp in China in preparation for the Asian 
Games which will be held in Bangkok Dec. 6-20. 

Prince Abdullah supports new project 


.AMMAN HRH Prince Abdullah, president of the Pan- Arab Games’ Higher 
;; Or^pisationaJ Committee, said the Jordan Football Association (JFA) will adopt a 
•j project to- organise the federation's relations with soccer clubs after recent coatrover- 
- sies disrupted the Premier League and led to its cancellation for the season. The Prince 
said die plan suggested by the late Nazmi A1 Saeed, one of the country's sports pio- 
neers, who passed away two weeks ago. would be presented to the cabinet for 
approval. Prince Abdullah, the president of the JFA, made the remarks after visiting 
•. Al Saeed’s home to pay condolences. The Prince expressed sorrow over losing A1 
;! Saeed saying “Jordan has lost one of its leading sports leaders.” Meanwhile, the Prince 
said contacts were underway with Turkey to hold a two-week training camp for the 
national soccer team as part of its preparations for Pan-Arab Games, which will be 
held’ in Amman Aug. 15-31, 1999. 

International media mourn passing of Al Saeed 

• AMMAN — Al Ra’i Arabic daily Monday received a letter of condolence from the 
'.International Sports Press Association (AIPS) expressing “deep sorrow for the passing 
! away of Nazmi Al Saeed, head of the Jordan Sports Media Association and the sports 
5 department at the newspaper since 1975, who died of heart failure on Nov. 13. 
F ‘Through him we have lost not only a remarkable personality who brought valuable 
, contribution to the AIPS all these years, but a reliable friend," said the letter. 

Fajsali tour southern Jordan 

— The Kingdom’s 1998 Jordan Cup Champions Al Faisali today start a tour 
oftittT^utb to play four matches against teams in Karak, Maa’n, Tafileh and Aqaba 
oififfifioccasion of His Majesty King Hussein's 63rd birthday. This is Al Faisali's sec- 
after defeating Karak's team 3-0 in a previous match. 

" 

PaplArab Games to receive more funds 

: u . , 

aK^IAN -j-s- The Arab Ministerial Committee of the 9th Pan- Arab Games has recora- 
m&ded to the Arab Youth and Sport Council the formation of a committee to secure 
; fends for the’next summer’s Games in Amman. The committee will meet on Feb. 22, 

Jordan meets Saudi in handball today 

£.• . ■ ■. • - -• .hi *!*- — 

— The^National Tfandball Team on Tuesday will play their opening match 
agdS^Saudi Arabia’s' feaAi at the West Asia Handball Qualifiers which start in 
}- Dammam today. Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, Jordan and Bahrain are competing in the four- 
day event 

Compiled by Ahmad Khalib 
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life's Chilean player Marcelo Salas (C) is challenged by AC Milan players 
fifessairiro Costacurta (Tt) and Davide Ambrosini daring their Sene A match m 
Milan (AFP photo) 


Monaco 

and 

Marseille 
in historic 
Euro 
clash 


MONACO (R) — Monaco 
and Olympique Marseille 
clash on Tuesday in the 
first all-French match in a 
major European club com- 
petition. 

League leaders Marseille, 
European Cup winners in 
1993, and Monaco, semifi- 
nalist s in Europe in the last 
two seasons, meet in the 
first leg of their UEFA Cup 
third round tie at the Stade 
Louis Q. 

Adding spice to the 
encounter is the fact that 
each side contains three of 
France's World Cup-win- 
ning squad. 

Fabien Barthez, who won 
the- European Cup with 
Marseille in 1993, will be 
in goal for Monaco and 
young strikers Thierry 
Henry and David Trezeguet 
up front 

Marseille have Laurent 
Blanc at the heart of their 
defence with Robert Pires, 
in brilliant form as play- 
maker. and Christophe 
Dugarry up front 

Marseille's main injury 
absence is Italian striker 
Fabrizio Ravanelli, but 
Monaco welcome back two 
long-term injury absentees, 
Sylvain Legwinski and 
Martin Djetou, who played 
a significant part in their 
championship victory in 
1997. 

Both sides also come to 
the game from significant 
league defeats last 
Thursday. - . 

. Marseille lost for the, first 
time this season, 2-1 away 
to Olympique Lyon. 
Monaco's unbeaten home 
record went when they 
went down 2-0 to 
Girondins Bordeaux. 

In an evenly balanced 
league match at the 
Velodrome 16 days ago, 
Marseille, down to 10 men 
for nearly an hour, 
snatched a 1-0 victory over 
Monaco in injury time. 

Marseille, despite their 
loss at Lyon, go into the 
match in better shape than 
Monaco, who are in crisis 
after a mediocre injury- 
plagued start to the season 
that has left them 13 points 
behind Olympique. They 
need to win on Tuesday to 
salvage their season. 

Monaco’s Barthez said: 
“At Marseille there are 
players of great experience 
and we mustn't kid our- 
selves. They’re going to 
quickly recover from their 
defeat at Lyon. It would be 
a mistake to think they are 
there for the taking." 
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Pf attfcte Manon Jones. left, ^ ffl* 

fekpe Gebrselassie bold then- 
^%Wete of the Year during the IAF 
athletics Gala hr Monaco (AP photo) 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
4TANNAH H1RSCH 

OlftM Tnauno KM* Santn. he 


THE KILLING LEAD 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 

NORTH 

* A 10 5 4 
TA3 

C A J8543 
+ J 

WEST EAST 

*87 AJ2 

CJ72 TKQ109865 

10 9 1 v Void 

* K 9 66 5 + A 7 8 2 

SOUTH 

* KQ963 
<T4 

0KQ82 
+ Q104 

The bidding: 

EAST south west north 

17 Dbl Pane 27- 

3 " 3* Pass 4NT 

Pass 6+ Pm* 8* 

Dbl Pott Paw Pm* 

Opening lead: Sis of A 

The Lightner double of a freely- 
bid slam asks for ftp unusual lead. 
It suggests that partner can ruff & 
suit, usually the one bid by the 
dummy; if dunnny has not bid a 
suit, try declarer’-* fir-i-hid Mill R'il 
whnl if dummy never hid a sun at 


all and declarer just one? 

When South was able to act 
freely over East's three-heart rebid, 
North decided there had to be play 
for 9lain. Blackwood elicited the 
information that an ace was miss- 
ing. and North settled in the «mall 
slam. East doubled. 

The one sure thing about the dou- 
ble is that it says don't lead the suit 
bid by the doubler. That left the 
choice between the minor suits, and 
neither had been bid, After long 
fought West led O dub. Since the 
defender held longer dubs than dia- 
monds. East was more likely to be 
void in that miL East won Lhc are 
of clubs and declarer claimed the 
nest of the tricks. 

Obviously, o diamond lead would 
hove defeated the contract, but no 
one can possibly blame West for not 
finding it. However, West must 
shoulder the biome ibr no: defeat- 
ing the contract! 

Having decided to lead a club. 
West should have led the king. 
Should East be void in dubs, the 
defender will ruff and take whatev- 
er other trick is cashable. As the 
card lie. however, the king will hold 
fhi' frirk as fuse follows with the 
two, and the diamond shift hreomes 
vbvious. Down one. 


DINING ROOM (BERNHARDT) 9 PIECES 
BEDROOM (KING SIZE), 

GRAND FATHER CLOCK (ANTIQUE) 
MIS ITEMS 

FOR APPOINTMENT CALL 5818191 


Elway sets record as Broncos 
continue to impress 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
John Elway became only 
the second quarterback in 
National Football League 
history to pass for more than 
50,000 yards Sunday as 
Denver continued their 
quest for a perfect season. 

The reigning Super Bowl 
champions used a huge 
fourth quarter to beat AFC 
West archrival Oakland 40- 
14. becoming the 1 0th NFL 
team to start the season with 
11 wins. 

The Broncos clinched a 
playoff spot, and continued 
their chase for history in the 
form of the 1972 Miami 
Dolphins, who were an 
unparalleled 17-0 including 
the postseason. 

The Minnesota Vikings 
almost certainly ended 
Green Bay's reign -as the 
NFC Central division cham- 
pions with a 28-14 victory. 

They, too, were assured of 
at least a wildcard berth 
when New Orleans lost 31- 
20 in San Francisco. 

“They’re playing well, 
they are legit," Green Bay 
quarterback Brett Favre said 
of the Vikings. “They 
should win it (the division). 
We just have to move on." 

The Packers were aiming 
to avenge their defeat by 
Minnesota at Lambeau 
Field earlier this season. 

Instead, Randy Moss 
again terrorised the Packers' 
secondary with eight catch- 
es for 153 yards, including a 
49-yard touchdown. . 

“I told Randal] 
(Cunningham) just throw it 
up and I’ll go get it," said 
Moss. “I feel I'm playing at 
the same level each week. 
Given opportunities to make 
plays, I have confidence that 
.lean." 

At 10-1, the Vikings own 
:the best record in the NFC 
and opened a commanding 
three-game lead over Green 
Bay. 

Cunningham went 20-for- 
30 for 264 yards and two 
touchdowns with an inter- 
ception. 

“Let's face it Randall was 
a gift to us," coach Dennis 
Green said. “He has a great 
love for the game. He’s put 
up some big numbers this 
year, but the best number is 
10 - 1 .” 

That’s just how Elway felt 
about 1 1-0. 

With 50,167 career pass- 
ing yards, he joined 
Dolphins great Dan Marino 
as the only quarterback to 
surpass 50,000. But the 
milestone was less impor- 
tant than the win. 

“We knew we were in for 
a dogfight today." Elway 
said. “One minute we’re up 
17-0 and the next thing you 
know we’re in a football 
game." 

He completed 17-of-25 
passes and three touch- 
downs, including two in the 
fourth quarter after the 
Raiders cut the deficit to 1 7- 
14 on a 14-yard TD pass 
from Donald Hollas to 
James Jett. 

The Broncos responded 



San Diego Chargers running back TYemayne Stephens (34) dives over the top of the 
Kansas City Chiefs 1 ' defense to score a touchdown on a fourth-and-one play during 
the second quarter (AP photo) 


almost effortlessly and inex- 
orably pulled away. 

Jason Elam opened a six- 
point lead 83 seconds into 
the final period with a 23- 
yard field goal. Elway took 
over from there, finding 
Rod Smith for a 28-vard 
score, then hitting fullback 
Howard Griffith for a three- 
yard TD. Both scores came 
after Hollas threw intercep- 
tions. 

An interception and long 
return by veteran safety 
Tyrone Braxton set up 
Vaughn Hebron's TD run 
from the three with 2:23 to 
play. 

Terrell Davis continued 
his assault on the magical 
2.000-yard rushing mark, 
running for 162 yards and a 
score on 31 carries. He has a 
league-leading 1,492 yards 
with five games remaining 
and needs to average just 
over 101 yards per game — 
well below his current aver- 


age — to reach the mile- 
stone. 

Hollas lost as a starter for 
the first time in five games 
this season. He completed 
20-of-35 passes for 270 
yards with two TDs and 
three interceptions for 
Oakland, which is one of a 
quartet of second- or third- 
place AFC teams with the 
same record. 

With just under 10 min- 
utes to play, it appeared 
Oakland had a shot after 
defensive end James Harris 
fell on Elway’s fumble at 
the Raiders 21. But Denver 
got back the ball less than a 
minute later when otherwise 
quiet defensive end Neil 
Smith picked off a deflected 
pass. 


In other games, Atlanta 
beat Chicago 20-13, Buffalo 
downed Indianapolis 34-11, 
Dallas beat Seattle 30-22. 
Pittsburgh pounded 

Jacksonville 30-15, and the 
New York Giants blanked 
the Philadelphia Eagles 20- 
0 — the third shut-out 
against the hapless Eagles 
this season. 

Detroit hammered another 
nail in Tampa Bay's coffin 
with a 28-25 win. while 
Arizona kept their playoff 
hopes alive with a 45-42 
win over Washington. 

Carolina beat St. Louis 
24-20. Baltimore bear 
Cincinnati 20-13. San 
Diego beat Kansas City 38- 
37 and the New York Jets 
bear Tennessee 24-3. 


FOR RENT 

TWO Fl/RN/SHED APARTMENTS 

Location: 4th Circle, embassies area. 

Consists of 3. bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting, dining room, 
phone line, central heating, electrical entrance door. 
Please call: 4777916, 5931935, 079/539010 


Notice To Canadian citizens 


Canadian citizens residing in jordan for a period 
of more than three months , are invited to register 
or re-register with the Canadian Embassy , pearl 
of shmeisani Building , Shmeisani / P.0 Box 
815403. Amman 11180 . Registration may be 
made in person or by mail. 

Telephone 566-6124 for further information . 


Avis Aux Citoyens Canadiens 


Les citoyens canadiens residant en Jordanie 
pour une periode de plus de trois raois sont invites a 
s'mscrire et a re-inscrire a I'Ambassade du Canada 
situee dans firameuble “ Pearl of shmeisani B.P 
815403 Amman 11180 Jordanie .L 1 inscription peut 
se faire en personne ou par courrier. pour de plus 
amples informations, priere telephoner au 566-6124 


A leading multi-franchise perfumes & cosmetics distribu- 
tion company, representing some of the premium brands, 
and part of a professionally managed Group, having diver- 
sified business interest in the UAE requires:- 

BEAUTY CONSULTANTS/ 

PERFUME PROMOTERS (Retec/2Aii98) 

This is a front-line job requiring good communication 
and customer servicing skill. Applicants should be 
females in the age group of 20 - 30 years with high 
sense of personal grooming and presentation. 
Previous experience in sales, promotion or customer 
service in a retail environment is desirable but not 
essential. Position involves representing & promoting 
major brands at perfumery outlets in leading shop- 
ping malls in Dubai. The job offers product training 
to the selected candidates and a professional and 
competitive work environment. 

The position offers an attractive remuneration pack- 
age including commission, airticket, paid annual 
leaves, gratuity and medical benefit. 

Apply within 10 days with complete career profile, 
contact address/ telephone number along with a 
recent photograph and passport copy, marking the 
application & the envelope with position Ref., to: 

Human Resources Manager 
P.0. Box 2623, Dubai, U.A.E 
Fax 00971-4-825977 
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Iraqi opposition wins British 
backing to oust Saddam 


LONDON (AP) — Iraqi oppo- 
sition groups won British sup- 
port Monday for their cam- 
paign to indict Saddam Hussein 
and his top leaders for crimes 
against humanity. 

“I think it is clearly obvious 
that crimes have been commit- 
ted by the leadership,” Foreign 
Office Minister Derek Fatchett 
said after a meeting with repre- 
sentatives of 15 opposition 
groups. “I think the campaign is 
a strong one which the interna- 
tional community would sup- 
port.” 

The groups planned to meet 
here Tuesday with U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Martin Indyk, who also bad 
talks last week with Ahmad 
Chalabi, bead of Iraqi National 
Congress, an opposition 
umbrella group. The US. 
Congress has approved a $97 
million aid package to support 
Iraqi dissidents. 

British officials said earlier 
that Faichett’s meeting with the 
Iraqis was one of a series 
reflecting the greater frankness 
fay the United States and Britain 
that a prime aim after ending 
die stalemate over UN. 
weapons inspections is to top- 
ple Saddam. 

“It is almost inconceivable to 
imagine that Iraq without 
Saddam Hussein would not be 
a better country” Fatchett said 


after the meeting. 

Fatchett said be had stressed 
to the often-competing opposi- 
tion groups that events are 
moving quickly in Iraq, making 
unity vital 

Spokesmen for the Iraqi 
National Congress later stud the 
member organisations, were of 
one mind about their goals and 
needed a clear public commit- 
ment from Britain and the 
United States. 

'The Iraqi opposition are 
very united in their objectives: 
the removal of Saddam 
Hussein and the establishment 
of a democratic alternative in 
Iraq,” said Nabil MusawL 
“We asked the British gov- 
ernment and are asking the US 
government tomorrow, to make 
a clear public, political state- 
ment in snpport of the Iraqi 
opposition," Musawi said “Vte 
don't want them to drop their 
commitment when things get 
too hot for them.” 

Musawi said his group 
believed the Western allies who 
fought Saddam in the 1991 
Gulf war left the job “half- 
done” and so have a moral 
obligation to support the Iraqi 
opposition in its efforts to got 
rid of the dictator 
Fatchett emphasised that . 
Britain's support would not be 
mili tary, but instead to help the 
opposition group coordinate its 


campaign, which Musawi said 
his group understood. 

What the Iraqi National 
Congress seeks ‘Is not foreign 
forces,” Musawi said ‘This is 
the duty of the Iraqi people.” 
What the opposition groups 
want now is support for their 
campaign to set up a war crimes 
tribunal reactivation of the 
opposition radio station to 
transmit their message to the 
Iraqi people, and a clear com- 
mitment to the opposition and 
what h stands for, he said 
Musawi’s group reiterated its 
proposal to establish an opposi- 
tion government on Iraqi terri- 
tory in a “no-fly zone” to be 
enforced by the United States 
and its allies. ■ 

Hami d A1 Bayati, London 
representative of the Supreme 
Assembly of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq, said the 
opposition leaders urged 
Britain to make further efforts 
to protect human rights in Iraq. 

In Damascus, the Iraqi 
Communist Parly and another 
Syrian-based opposition group 
led by a former member of 
Saddam’s Baath Party, accused 
Britain of interfering. 

Fadel Ansari, once a senior 
Baath official who now leads a 
splinter pro-Syrian group in 
Damascus, said foreign inter- 
vention “strengthens the regime 
and does not weaken it” 


Adel Imam to attend Hariri to 


Gaza airport opening 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
ministers and film star Adel 
Imam will be aboard the first 
plane to land at the Palestinian 
airport in the Clam Strip when 
the facility opens Tuesday, 
government newspapers here 
reported. 

Tourism Minister Mamduh 
AI Baltagui, Information 
Minister Safwat AI Shetif and 
State* -Planning ••• and 
International Cooperation 
Minister Zafer AI Beshri will 
be on the EgyptAir flight from 
Cairo to Gaza with Imam, AI 
Ahram newspaper said. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat will be at the airport to 
greet them and “has insisted 
that the passengers be his 
guests for a night in Gaza” 
instead of returning to Egypt 
the same day, airport officials 
in Cairo said. 

After signing an agreement 
Friday era starting up service at 
the airport, Arafrt (tedded to 
open the facility Tuesday and 
that the first plane to land 
would be Egyptian. 

EgyptAir and the self-rule 


Palestinian Authority have not 
yet discussed setting up a per- 
manent air link between Cairo 
and Gaza, officials at the 
Egyptian flag-carrier said. 

Later Tuesday, Dutch, 
Jordanian, Moroccan, Saudi 
and Spanish planes will fly 
into Yasser Arafat international 
airport 

But die first outbound flight 
will be Arafat's when be goes 
to Paris Wednesday for a day 
that includes talks with French 
President Jacques Chirac. 

The Palestinian airport is 
located in the southern Gaza 
Strip near the border with 

Egypt- 

Although the facility was 
built nearly two years ago, 
Israel had refused to give the 
green tight for it to become 
operational. 

Under Israeti-Palestinian 
accords, Israeli approval was 
needed to start up service at the 
airport and the Jewish state has 
the right to monitor passengers 
and freight as it does along the 
foreign borders of the 
Palestinian autonomous zones. 


17 Palestinians injured 
in West Bank clashes 


DURA (AFP) — Fifteen 
Palestinian students and two 
Palestinian policemen were 
hurt on Monday in dashes 
with Israeli soldiers firing tear 
gas and rubber-coated bullets, 
witnesses said. 

The injuries occurred when 
students from schools in Dura 
near Hebron in the south of the 
West Bank started throwing 
stones at Israeli border guards 
and Palestinian police inter- 
vened to separate the two 
sides, the witnesses said 

The injuries to the students 
and policemen were light and 
were caused by smoke inhala- 
tion and none of those injured 
was taken to hospital the wit- 
nesses said 

The situation was later 


described as quid: The reason 
for the clashes was not imme- 
diately known. 

In another development, the 
body of a 22-year-old 
Palestinian woman missing for 
a week was found near the set- 
tlement of Elazar south of 
Hebron, Palestinian sources 
said Monday. 

A leaflet signed by the Fateh 
movement, founded by 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, accused Israeli settlers 
of killing Sabah Omar Ahmad 
Abu Sneyeneh, a student at 
Hebron's Islamic college. 

She had been missing since 
November 15. 

An Israeli miKtaiy 
spokesman said be was not 
able to comment on tire matter: 


resign 

today 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese 
Prime Minis ter Rafik Hariri 
will offer his resignation 
Tuesday after the new presi- 
dent, General Emile Lahoud, 
takes his oath of office, Tele- 
Liban state television said 
Monday. 

Hariri, a Sunni Muslim bil- 
lionaire who has been prime 
minister since 1992, is 
expected to be reappointed to 
the post 

Uniter the Lebanese consti- 
tution, die head of govern- 
ment must leave Ms post 
when the new president takes 
office. 

Lahoud, a Marooite 

Christian, will be sworn in 
late Tuesday morning at the 
parliament. 

At least 90 of the 128 
members of parliament are 
expected to support Hariri's 
reappointment, officials said. 

following his reappoint- 
ment, Hariri would consult 
parliamentarians in the pres- 
ence of Speaker Nabih Beni 
a Shiite Muslim, before 
forming a new cabinet. 

Hariri has headed four gov- 
ernments and launched the 
reconstruction of Lebanon's 
infrastructure, which was 
devastated by the 1975-90 
civil war. 



Students carry of huge model of the Dome of the Rock Mosque in Jerusalem, which remains under Israeli occu- 
pation, during a political rally of all student factions at AI Najah University in the West Bank town of Nablus 
Monday (AP photo) 


Turkish government set to fall 


ANKARA l AH 3 ) — The gov- 
ernment of Turkish Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz looked 
Monday to be heading for col- 
lapse this week from opposi- 
tion censure motions over the 
premier's alleged involvement 
in organised crime. 

The censure motions have 
been tabled by former premier 
Tansu Ciller’s True Path F’artv 
(DYFi and her political allies, 
the Islamist Virtue Party (FP), 
who are keen to topple 
Yilraaz’s coalition govern- 
ment. 

Two weeks ago the People’s 
Republican Party (CHP), on 
whose outside support the 
coalition depends fix a majori- 
ty in parliament withdrew its 
backing from Yilmaz. 

The political crisis comes 
amid a diplomatic one sparired 
by the arrival in Italy Of 
Abdullah Ocalan, leader of the 
reviled Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). The Italian govern- 


ment has refused to hand him 
over 

The [rime minis ter has 
rejected the organised crime 
accusations and defended him- 
self by pointing to foe govern- 
ment’s success in fighting 
Mafia gang influence in 
Turkey. 

This year has seen the arrest 
of several key Mafia figures in 
France, Bulgaria and Turkey. 

One of these figures, Alaatin 
Cakici arrested in Bulgaria in 
July, and the premier’s rela- 
tions with a property develop- 
er; Korkmaz Yigit, are at the 
centre of die allegations link- 
ing Yilmaz to the Mafia. 

Yigit has accused the prime 
minister of turning a blind eye 
to Mafia involvement in the 
privatisation of a state-owned 
bank. 

"The property developer 
admitted in a television broad- 
cast that he had links to 
Turkish Mafia chief Alaatin 


Cakici currently in Jail in 
France. 

He said that Yilmaz and his 
economics minis ter Gunes 
Taner knew of this w hen Y igit 
bought the state bank TIB last 
July for $600 million. 

The privatisation of the bank 
was frozen and Yigit impris- 
oned as an investigation was 
launched into the purchase of 
the bank. 

YUmaz's government came 
to power in June last year after 
the resignation of Islamist pre- 
mier Necmettin Erbakan who - 
was forced out underpressure 
from Turkey’s powerful mfli- 
tary. 

If Yilmaz loses the vote 
Wednesday, as seems Ukdy, 
President Suleyman Demirel 
must appoint a new leader to 
try and form a government 

But the Islamist Virtue Party, 
which forms the largest group 
in parliament is thought to be 
unacceptable to die country's 


military leadership, which 
regards itself as the guardian of 
a secular system. 

And DYP leader QUer is* 
similarly ruled out because of 
her earlier coalition with tire 
Islamis ts and alleged involve- 
ment in corruption scandals of 
her own. 

The other parties in Turkey’s 
fragmented parliament are too 
small to muster a majority 
without Yflmaz's Motherland 
Party (ANAP). 

If no viable coalition can be 
put together within 45 days of 
the resignation of a govern- 
ment, the president can dis- 
solve parliament and appoint 
an interim government to lead 
the country to general elec- 
tions. 

Early elections are already 
set for next spring, after pariiar 
merit this summer agfeed to 
bring them forward from the 
regular end of its term in the 
year 2000. 


Iranian leader rules out relations with U.S. 


Agencies 

IRAN’S SUPREME leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on 
Monday ruled out a resump- 
tion of relations with foe 
United States which he termed 
Iran's “number one enemy." 

The country’s most senior 
politician condemned 

attempts by various groups 
and “some media” to “alienate 
foe people of Iran by suggest- 
ing a normalisation of rela- 
tions with the United States.” 

“This is all meaningless, no 
sensible person can submit his 
country and his people to an 
oppressive power such as the 
United States,” Khamenei 


said in a speech to several 
thousand Revolutionary 
Guards broadcast by state 
radio. 

‘The number one enemy of 
the country and our people is 
(be oppressor, that is to say the 
United States,” he said, 
adding that Islam will ensure 
the Iranian people's salvation 
and die country's indepen- 
dence. 

Iran and the United States 
have not had diplomatic rela- 
tions since 1980 when U.S. 
embassy staff in Tehran were 
held hostage for over a year, 
months after a violent revolu- 
tion that toppled the pro- 
Westem imperial regime. 


The United States has since 
accused Iran of supporting 
international terrorism and 
undermining the Middle East 
peace process. 

Attempts at renewing a dia- 
logue since the . election in 
May 1997 of the moderate 
cleric Moh ammad Kh atami to 
foe presidency have met with 
fierce opposition from Iranian 
hardliners. 

Khamenei's speech came 
two days after a group of vis- 
iting Americans was attacked 
in Tehran by Islamic funda- 
mentalists shouting anti- 
American slogans. Their vehi- 
cle was damaged but they 
were unhurt 


The attack was claimed by a 
radical Ir anian group called 
the Sacrifices for Islam, AI 
Hayat newspaper reported 
Monday. 

“In a telephone call go this 
newspaper’s office in Tehran, 
an anonymous caller claimed 
responsibility in the name of 
the group and said several of 
[foe Americans] had been 
injured,” AI Hayat said. 

“Supporters of the revolu-. 
tion and supreme leader fol- 
lowed the spies and found 
them at the' Esteghal Hotel at 
midnigh t Saturday night and 
attacked them as they got off 
foe bus,” the caller said 


Sanctions face steady erosion from Iraq trade 


Cold weather kills 
100 in Europe 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — A 
week-long cold snap has 
claimed at least 100 lives in 
Europe, with the east of the 
continent gripped by sub- 
freezing temperatures and 
blanketed by heavy snow. 

Record cold temperatures 
for November have been 
recorded in several areas, tak- 
ing those most at risk, street- 
sleepers, tie elderly and the 
infirm, by surprise. 

In some cases, desperate 
attempts to shut out the cold 
ted to deaths from domestic 
fires. 

The highest death tolls have 


been collated in Romania and 
Boland, with 36 people report- 
ed to have died in each country 
of hypothermia, cold-related 
illnesses and road accidents 
caused by treacherous condi- 
tions. 

Of 16 more deaths repeated 
in Romania Monday. 11 were 
residents of foe capital 
Bucharest The victims were 
often homeless people or oth- 
ers who suffered hypothermia 
after drinking alcohol and 
wandering out into the cold. 

Hospitals were also full of 
those who suffered fractures 
after slipping on the icy .streets. 


By Jack Redden 

Reuters 

BEIRUT — While Iraqi and U.N. offi- 
cials continue their tug-of-war over arms 
inspections, growing traffic with Iraq’s 
neighbours shows that the sweeping 
trade sanctions intended to force 
Baghdad’s compliance are steadily erod- 
ing. 

Diplomats have seen Hyundai cats 
carried over the border from Jordan and 
Iraqi oil tankers appear era roads in Syria. 

In the north of Iraq, long lines of 
Turkish trucks cross the border with Iraqi 
diesel In the south, Iraqi oil flows down 
the Gulf disguised as Iranian production. 

“After eight years there’s a general 
loosening.” said a diplomat who has 
watched the sanctions regime far much 
of tiie time since ft was imposed after 
Iraqi forces were- driven from Kuwait in 
1991. 

“There’s going to be a constant ero- 
sion. There is a general sanctions fatigue 
and how long can this go on?’ be said. 
“We’re heading towards an end game 
because sanctions are getting less and 
less tenable.” 

The original sanctions, which prohibit-, 
ed all Iraqi exports and required United 
Nations approval — frequently withheld 
— for imports, were supposed to force 
Iraq to eliminate all of its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

This was supplemented two years ago 
by an agreement that Iraq could export 
some ofl under UN. supervision to raise 
funds to buy food and other necessities. 

But after years of patchy cooperation 
from Iraqi authorities, the UX body 


supervising foe arms controls says it still 
cannot certify banned weapons lave 
been eliminated. 

Without that clean bill of health, the 
United Nations will not let Iraq resume 
normal exports of oil, its only source of 
hard currency. 

Oil flows out, goods poor in 

Iraq's decision virtually to shut down 
the UN. arms inspections — reversed in 
mid-November, for (he moment at least, 
under the threat of imminent U.S. attack 
— seems to have galvanised Western 
thinking that the sanctions regime is 
netting the end of its useful life. 

So far the embargo has impoverished 
most Iraqis but done little to shake 
President Saddam Hussein, whose fami- 
ly is said to control the smuggling. 

The amount of legal trade has risen 
sharply with foe oti-for-food deal reduc- 
ing foe impact of sanctions. Iraq is now 
authorised to export mere than $5 billion 
of oil in a six-month period, mare than it 
can produce. 

There has' always been some smug- 
gling. Tbs sanctions were a blow not just 
to Iraq but also to neighbours who once 
had lucrative trade with Baghdad. 

It took Jordan, undo- intense US. pres- 
sure, more dm a year to tighten its bor- 
der; But Washington has acquiesced in 
Jordan’s purchase of Iraqi ofl at discount 
rates, about $500 million worth last yeac 
as the indebted Kingdom has no other 
viaMesupply. 

Jordan’s oO imports come under a 
trade protocol under which its official 
exports to Iraq have risen from some 


$135 million in 1996 to $200 million last 
yean 

Among illicit items heading over the 
border at the one legal crossing point 
was a buck that a diplomat saw was car- 
rying new Hyundai cars — now driven 
by Baghdad police. 

The volume of Iraqi diesel flowing to 
Turkey, via Kurdish middlemen in the 
. autonomous north oflraq, has ebbed and 
flowed, disrupted by fighting and poli- 
tics but not sanctions. 

Since 1992, up to 1,500 trucks a day 
have earned Iraqi diesel across foe bor- 
der in large tanks welded beneath their 
frames. The flow was disrupted this 
month when the- region hovered, on the 
brink of a new U-S.-led attack on Iraq, 
but ft resumes after each crisis. 

Iraqi oil has also been trucked across 
tbe bolder into former enemy Iran, 
where it can disappear into the vast 
Iranian production. More Iraqi oil beads 
south along the Gulf in vessels foot claim 
to be carrying Iranian ofl. 

Syria, another long-time foe which 
fought alongside UJS. -forces in 1991, 
resumed trade in May 1997, 17 years 
after the two countries severed relations. 
Rateb Shaikh, president of the Syrian 
chambers of commerce, told Reuters 
that Syria has done about $100 million 
worth of trade with Iraq since then. 

Neighbours want 
a piece of fire action 

Syria is also studying how to restore a 
pipeline to cany* Iraqi oil to the 
Mediterranean, a shorter route rhan the 
currenr U.N.-supemsed flow through 


Turkey, Deputy Prime Minister Salim 
Yassin said 

He said he was confident of UN. 
agreement 

Shall ah and Yassin emphasise that 
Syria’s rapidfy growing trade with Iraq is 
authorised by UN. officials, who main- 
tain an qffice atfthe main crossing p oint 
into fraqf. 

But lucrative, imaufoorised trade by 
other countries has ik* gone unnoticed in 
Damascus. “All over the world and at ail 
times, tbe harshness of die punishment 
will with, time wither and dearease,” 
Shaikh sad of the indefinite period of 
sanctions. ‘Tt's a law of nature." 

Diplomats, who a year ago said Syria 
was rigidly following UN. sanctions, 
now say they see- Iraqi cal tankas on 
Syrian roads, foreign newspapers have 
talked of a deal to smuggle Iraqi oil 
through northern Syria, though the only 
U.N.rauthorised routes are thro ugh 
Tutfcey and Iraq’s Gulf port of Umm 
Qasc 

In neighbouring Lebanon, the business 
community is anxious to gain a share of 
the trade ft thinks others, regardless of 
sanctions, are enjoying. 

Lebanon has just taken a . first step 
towards restoring diplomatic relations 
with Iraq and Lebanese , businessmen 
have been visiting Baghdad. • 

'Lebanon used to ernoit on iw «>«*■ «f 


, vuu U1 

its turnover to Iraq. 

•It was a Wg market,” Jacques Sarraf, 
head of the Association of Lebanese 
frKkstrklists, told Reuters. '‘Turkey and 
Syria don't have agreements with Iraq 
but they are trading. We should at least 
get a piece of this cake.” 


LONDON — the crew of a l 
rowing boat bidding for a 
Transatlantic record have 
abandoned their crossing and 
their captain after an appar- 
ent mutiny. The crew of 16 
men and two women jumped ; 
ship in the Cape Verde .. 
islands off tbe Afifoan coast . 
after a series of disasters 
ran ging from broken battery 
charges to generator prob- 
lems and anger over the skip- 
per's attitude. The skipper’s - 
father said “My son is firm 

— possibly firmer than most .. 

— and it seems the crew did 
not tike that." 

Smoking does not 
help keep weight 
down 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Smoking does not help 
young people keep their ; 
weight down. A study con- 
ducted by Robert Klesges at 
tbe University of Memphis 
in Tennessee found unequiv- 
ocally that both long-time 
and recent smokers do not ' 
lose weight. But researchers 
found, as expected, that 
smokos who gave up tbe 
habit . put on a lot more 
weight than those who stuck . 
with the weed. “Only after 1 
decades of smoking do we 
see a difference in body 
weights of smokers and non- 
smokers.’* 


Birds to help 
measure life 
quality 

LONDON (R) — Tbe 
British government unveiled 
plans to measure qualify of 
life with such factors as tire 
wild bird population. "The 
quality of life is not simply 
economic,” Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott, said. 
Prescott added that indica- 
tors such aS housing arid 
water qualify, air pollution, 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
traffic volumes, educational 
achievements and health 
should be considered. “I 
want these headline indica- 
tors over time to become jus* 
as useful and familiar, repeat- 
ed regularly on TV, radio and 
in the newspapers.” 

Referee in rift 
with crowds 

LONDON (R) — An 
English referee may be in 
trouble after his on-field 
antics reportedly sparked 
trouble era the terraces at the 
weekend. Ron Noades. man- 
ager and owner of thud divi- 
sion Brentford, said referee 
Ken Lynch responded to 
chants from the crowd by 
making an extravagant bow 
and “conducting” the crowd 
as it sang ‘‘Two-one to the 
referee.” 

Musicians call 
for freedom 

COPENHAGEN (R) — 

Delegates at the first wodd 
conference on music and 
censorship levelled their 
appeal for the right of free- 
dom of expression for musi- 
cians at the United Nations. 
“We ask for your support to 
bring violations of [musi- 
cians'] fundamental rights of 
freedom of expression to the 
widest possible international 
attention and to dedicate 
yourself... to the eradication 
of these forms of human 
rights abuse,” they said in a 
final declaration. 

Bob Mariey life 
on show next year 

KINGSTON (AP) — The 
long-delayed theme park that 
will showcase the life and 
weak of reggae legend Bob 
Mariey will open in February 
in Orlando, Florida, the 
singer's widow announced 
Sunday, Rita Mariey said the 
Universal Studios project 
will open Feb. 6, Mariey's 
birthday, “ft’s beautiful, the 
exact replica of the Bob 
Mariey Museum. A grand 
opening is planned,” she 
said. The park is modelled 
after . Marftfy’s ‘ former 
Kingston home, now a 
museum that attracts thou- 
sands of visitors. 
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